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I was born and lived much 
of my childhood in Grand 
Forks. I spent about seven 
years in elementary school 
in Mandan before moving 
back and graduating from 
Grand Forks Red River.

I’m in a season of doing full-time ministry and 
attending Dallas Theological Seminary. I would love 
prayers for perseverance and that the Lord would 
also make me wholly teachable as I digest His word 
through my classes and assignments. Prayers for 
finances related to schooling would also be much 
appreciated! 

Please pray I could be the man God desires me to be: 
a Godly husband, father, leader, and son.

Please pray for our worship ministry team; that we 
would have the humility, wisdom, perseverance, and 
creativity to direct our congregation to the full glory 
of God each and every Sunday as we lead in worship.

Please pray our church would see and respond to the 
living God with a spirit-filled worship that reflects 
the full truth of who our God is!

PASTOR

ONE FAVORITE BOOK:
A.W. Tozezr’s “The Pursuit of God.” I’ve read it at least four times and hope to 
read it dozens more before the Lord brings me home!

FAVORITE SCRIPTURE VERSES:
Hebrews 12:1-2. I think everything in the 
Christian life starts with seeing a clear picture of 
God. What better picture than the person of Jesus 
Christ. I love the idea of throwing off that which 
entangles as I fix my eyes on my Savior.

Psalm 63. I love the perspective of the Psalmist. 
Because he has seen the Lord in His sanctuary, 
and beheld His power and glory, he has 
confidence that no matter how intense the desert 
becomes, his Lord will never leave or forsake him. 

I sensed a call to ministry at a really early age, probably 
around second or third grade. It wasn’t exactly a 
“Samuel” kind of moment, but I remember being in 
my bedroom after the lights went out and thinking that 
maybe I was being called into ministry. At the time, I 
figured I would be a pastor like I had seen at church. 
Eventually, the calling became more specific, and here 
I am…

I originally came to Fargo to attend NDSU as a music 
student. During the latter part of my college days, I 
served at Salem E. Free in the area of worship and after 
about five years with Salem, was called to Ames, Iowa 
to serve a Free Church there. I wasn’t looking to leave 
Ames, but Pastor Matthew called me in 2009 and asked 
if I would consider coming. I certainly knew of and 
respected Bethel’s ministry. Moving back to Fargo also 
meant moving back closer to family. So, with much 
prayer and deliberation, we decided to pursue the 
move. We’ve been grateful to be here ever since!

I met Kristi through a ministry of Campus Crusade 
for Christ called “The River.” We worked together as 
student leaders to lead The River. This gave me a lot of 
great “excuses” to call and ask her questions. We started 
to flirt a bit, and the rest is history:)! We were married 
in 2000 which (Praise the Lord!) makes it easy for me 
to remember how many years we’ve been married.

Kristi and I have three children: twins Connor and 
Carson (11) and Kaelynn (8).  They’re awesome kids!


