
PRAYER

MINISTRY

G
ARY SIEFER

S

I grew up in Letts, 
a small farm town 
of 400 people in 
southeastern Iowa near 
the Mississippi River. 
The second child in a 
non-Christian family of 
eight children, I came to 

Please pray for God to raise up volunteer ‘laborers’ to 
minister to the children in our Bethel family. (Luke 10:2)

Please pray for God to grant me wisdom to use my time 
the most effectively each day. (James 1:5)

Please pray that Cheryl and I will continue to grow in 
our love for Christ and each other. (Ephesians 3:19)

Please pray that we can be good friends and mentors to 
our adult children and their families. (Psalms 71:17-18)

PASTOR

SCRIPTURE:
I Thessalonians 2:1-13’s 
description of the nature 
of Paul’s ministry has 
always been a model for 
me - especially verse 8 - 
which says, “Having thus 
a fond affection for you, 
we were well-pleased to 
impart to you not only the 
gospel of God but also our 
own lives, because you had 
become very dear to us.”

Another favorite is Mark 
10:45: “For even the Son 
of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve…”

From the moment I trusted Christ as my Savior, I felt compelled to dedicate myself 
to full-time vocational ministry service. It took me a while to discern what shape 
that ministry would take, but I have always felt called to serve God in this way.

Cheryl and I have served in vocational Christian ministry for 35 years. We lived in 
Colorado, Portugal, and Arizona while leading Christian schools, and then served in 
a large church in Frisco, Texas, as Children’s Pastor. Five years ago God brought us 
back to the northern Midwest to serve here at Bethel. We believe the best investment 
of our gifts, energies and lives is in passing on the faith to the next generation.

know the Lord as a teen through the summer ministry 
of a couple college students from Oak Hills Bible 
College in Bemidji, Minnesota.

I attended Oak Hills Bible College where I received 
a Bible diploma and met my wife of 41 years, Cheryl 
Warnberg Siefers, from Grove City, Minnesota. We 
transferred to Bryan College in Tennessee and I 
graduated with a BA in Classical Greek. We then went 
to Dallas Seminary for a Masters in Biblical Studies. 
After I began serving in Christian school ministries, I 
finished a Masters in Christian School Administration 
at Grace Seminary in Indiana, and then completed 
a Doctor of Ministry degree at Dallas Seminary in 
Christian Education.  

Cheryl and I met in a college dining room and were 
married in 1973; a very good year for me. My life would 
be a mess without my dear, patient wife, Cheryl. I thank 
God for her every day.

 We have been blessed with three wonderful adult 
children. Our son, Andrew, his wife Amy, and our 
almost 2 year old grandson Luke live in Frisco, Texas. 
(Yes, that Frisco!) Our daughter Anna, and husband 
Pete VanHal live here in Fargo and attend Bethel 
Church. Our other daughter, Adrienne, lives in Irving, 
Texas and serves as a Children’s Elementary Pastor in a 
large church there.  

At Bethel I serve in several roles:

• Children’s Ministries: (Birth-6th grade) 
including Awana, Sunday Classes, Preteens, 
Childcare, VBS, etc.

• @HOME Ministry: which seeks to help our 
church family focus on living out their faith in 
their home context.

• Senior Associate Pastor: supporting Pastor 
Matthew and the elders in their leadership roles.

• Bethel representative on the Park Christian 
School Board: currently serving as Vice-
President of the Board.


