Taking it Home


Pastor Matthew shared an acronym during his message on Sunday using the
word FAITH. Fully And Intentionally Trusting Him. How does this acronym help
you to summarize the message of Luke 2?
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Notes:



What would it look like for you to intentionally trust Jesus this week?



In Luke 2:19-20 we see several responses to the good news of Jesus. Mary
took time to ponder and treasure these truths. The shepherds returned to the
fields glorify and praising God. Make time for yourself and your family that you
might be more like Mary and the shepherds, treasuring and praising God’s
work.



Identify a situation or a person that you can pray for this week asking God to
show up in a unique and meaningful way so that more people will come to
know Jesus and join Him in building His kingdom.

Download a copy of Pastor Matthew’s Christmas reflections from his blog at
www.pastormatthew.net.

For more information about Growth Groups, the At Home Study Guide, and a
podcast of sermons with study guide, visit www.bethelfc.com.

At Home Study Guide
For the week of December 21, 2014
Luke 2:14
Quick Review: It is easy to get caught up in the hustle and bustle of Christmas
while forgetting the reason we celebrate. For many, the sentimentalism of the
season is all consuming: trees, gifts, baking, family, shopping, laughter, and music.
To some, their schedules will overflow with office parties, Christmas cards, and
treats. For others, the season will remind them of their losses, hurts, and
brokenness. For all, we have an opportunity to be reminded of the overwhelming
grace of God made manifest in the person of Jesus. His entrance into the world
through a young couple in a barn 2,000 years ago is underwhelming. Without
much fanfare, Jesus’ birth was announced to the most humble of people, the
shepherds. This announcement reflects the beauty of the gospel that Jesus came
to seek and save the lost. The invitation to believe is the same invitation we preach
2,000 years later. Believe in the lord Jesus and be saved.

Growing Deeper


Read Luke 2:1-21. As you have time, reflect on this story from one or two
perspectives. What would it have been like to be Joseph, Mary or one of the
shepherds as this story unfolds?



In 2:10, the angels announce that good news has come for all people. What do
these three scriptures teach about the scope of this good news:


John 3:16



1 Timothy 2:4



2 Peter 3:9

My Story




What is one of your favorite Christmas presents of all time?

Who in your house reads the Christmas story to the family?




How is the peace announced in Luke 2:10 narrowed in focus in 2:14? We that
this peace is offered to those with whom God is pleased. How do these three
passages speak of peace in Christ:


John 14:27



Ephesians 2:11-3:13



Hebrews 11:6

What is a favorite Christmas tradition you share with family or friends?

