Taking it Home


Pastor Steven spoke of how our past does not define us. We can be secure
because of WHOSE we are. Thinking back, what are some of the ways that you
have allowed your circumstances or past sin to define who you are. How have
you overcome those thoughts?
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Victor, Not Victim: Claim Christ’s Victory over Your Past
Notes:



Is there anything in your life that you want to confess to God and be set free
from? Reflecting on 1 John 1:8-10, specifically tell God what you are sorry for
and ask Him to make you clean.



How does Revelation 21:4 uniquely serve as an encouragement to you right
now?

Recommended Resources



Heaven by Randy Alcorn
The Invisible War by Chip Ingram

For more information about Growth Groups, the At Home Study Guide, and a
podcast of sermons with study guide, visit www.bethelfc.com.

At Home Study Guide

Growing Deeper

For the week of December 28, 2014
Romans 8

“Justified”
Romans 3:21-26; 5:6-9
We’ve been saved from
the penalty of sin

Quick Review: We are quick to label ourselves and others according to our stage
in life or our status among others. Rich / poor, depressed / happy, famous /
normal, popular / not so much… For many of us the labels stick and remind us
daily of our place among our friends and family. The labels serve to paint us into a
place of believing certain things about who we are in spite of what Christ has done
in our lives. Jesus has come so that we are no longer victims of our circumstances.
Instead, you and I have the privilege of being made new in Jesus so that we are
victors in Him. Your security and mine is found not in our labels but in the security
of the promises of God.

“Sanctified”
Romans 12:1-2; 15:16
We’re being saved from
the power of sin

“Glorified”
Romans 8:18-23, 28-30
We will be saved from the
presence of sin



This study of Romans 8 provides an opportunity for us to understand that we
are saved (justified), we are being saved (sanctified) and will one day be saved
(glorified) in Christ. Take time to read the entire chapter of Romans 8 and
make special notes where you see these concepts uniquely mentioned.



In Romans 8:1-4, what are you set free from?

My Story


Think of a time when you were playing sports as a child or teenager. What
were some of your most favorite moments? What were the least?



When you think of the word “victim” what comes to mind first?



List all of the things which have no power to separate you from the love of
Jesus according to Romans 8:35-39.



What is one of the greatest victories of your life?



Luke 23:32-43 provides a unique lens into what it means to believe in Jesus
and be saved. Contrast the response of the two thieves. How was one justified, sanctified, and glorified all in one day while the other was left to perish?

