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Taking It Home:
Pastor Neal referenced the “purple cow” illustrating that we take notice when
something is remarkable or different. If you were driving down the road and
saw a purple cow in the field you couldn’t help but take notice. How much
more the remarkable grace of God in Jesus!
Using the word FOCUS, follow this acronym for encouragement to restore your
FOCUS on Jesus. Read each verse and contemplate your response.

Holy Cow
Hebrews 12:1-2

Holy Cow
Notes:

F --

F – Faith (Hebrews 11:1)

O -O – Offer Yourselves (Romans 12:2)

C – Confess Your Sins (1 John 1:8-9)

C -U -S --

U – Expect the Unexpected – Look for God at work (John 5:17)

S – Speak Up – Christ is Remarkable! (Mark 5)

In 1 Corinthians 15:1-5, Paul summarizes the good news of grace in Jesus. In
your group or on your own, take time to practice sharing this summary with
the goal of being able to share the gospel in 3-5 minutes.

For more information about Growth Groups, Growth Group homework, and a
podcast of sermons with homework, visit www.bethelfc.com.

Growth Group Homework
For the week of March 17, 2013
Hebrews 12:1-2

Quick Review: How quickly we forget the remarkable message of grace found
only in Jesus Christ. Drawing from the stories of Esau, Lot, and Nebuchadnezzar
we see that the pattern of this world demands our attention, redirecting our
focus away from Jesus. If left alone this pattern results in a common drifting
away from what is remarkable to that which is utterly unremarkable. Pastor
Neal encourages us from Hebrews 12 to restore our focus on the One who is
truly remarkable and to share this good news with those we love.

Growing Deeper:
Hebrews 12:1-2 challenges the believer to refocus on Jesus. As you read
through the verses, consider these questions:


Is the cloud of witnesses limited to the believers mentioned in chapter 11?



On what basis does the author argue for persevering in the faith in 12:1?



How is the sufficiency of Jesus emphasized in 12:2?



Why did the author include 12:3?

My Story:


If you could visit anywhere in the world, where would you go and why?

In 1 John 2:15-17, we read about three traps that Satan uses to entangle those
who follow Jesus. These traps distract our attention away from Jesus: lust of
the flesh, lust of the eyes, and boastful pride of life.
Which trap did each of these men fall into and how did it damage their
effectiveness for God?



Have you ever stopped to see the world’s largest pheasant (Huron, SD) or
largest buffalo (Jamestown, ND) or Babe the Blue Ox (Bemidji, MN) or
other such attraction? What drew you to stop?



Esau in Genesis 27



Lot in Genesis 13



King Nebuchadnezzar Daniel 4

