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Amos:
Judgment is coming!
Prepare to meet your God!
Therefore, this is what
I will do to you, Israel,
and because I will do this
to you, O Israel
prepare to meet your God!
Amos 4:12

Amos: the Man
! “Burden” bearer
! Shepherd of Tekoa
! Sycamore-fig grower
! International outlook
! Skilled wordsmith
! 2nd career prophet
! “prophet of social justice”

Israel’s “glory”
years under
Jeroboam II and
Judah’s expansion
under Uzziah

Amos: Judgment is Coming: Prepare to Meet Your God!
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Exiles will return and rebuild
Israel will be restored, at rest

this is what the Sovereign
LORD showed me
1. Locusts – averted
2. Fire – averted
3. Plumb line – determined
(Interlude - opposition)
4. Ripe fruit – imminent
5. God – altar - executed
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Three laments for:
Righteousness lost
Hypocrisy
Complacency
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Israel, Gentiles, Judah

hear this word…

Sermons re: Israel’s:

Cause

1. Syria
2. Philistia
3. Phoenicia
4. Edom
5. Ammon
6. Moab
7. Judah
8. Israel

Certainty

for three sins, even for four,
I will not turn back my wrath
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Announcing Judgment
Against:

Gentiles, Judah, Israel

Judgment against:
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This is what
the LORD says,
You have not,
Sins, Woe,
Chosen,
Seek

Key verse: 4:12, Therefore …because I will do this to you, prepare to meet your God, O Israel.
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Purpose of Amos
Amos’s purpose was to pronounce God’s
judgment on the sin of Israel. Through a series
of messages and visions Amos exposed the
social and moral degeneration of Israel, and he
warned of the impending judgment God was
about to bring. The people of Israel needed to
“prepare to meet their God” who was coming to
judge the nation. Amos 5:24 expresses the
central theme of the book—God was looking
for justice (man’s relationship to fellow man)
and righteousness (man’s relationship to God).

Eight Judgment oracles, 1-2
Judgment against other nations
1. Damascus - Threshed Gilead (euthanasia)
2. Gaza - Slave trade (economic injustice)
3. Tyre - Slave trade
4. Edom - Hostility towards Israel (prejudice)
5. Ammon - Killed unborn children (abortion)
6. Moab - Desecration of tombs
7. Judah - Rejecting God’s Law

1.Judgment oracle against Damascus
“For three sins of Damascus,
even for four, I will not relent.
Because she threshed Gilead,
with sledges having iron teeth,
I will send fire on the house of Hazael
that will consume the fortresses of Ben-Hadad
I will break down the gate of Damascus;
I will destroy the king in the Valley of Aven
and the one who holds the scepter in Beth-Eden
The people of Aram will go into exile to Kir,”
says the LORD (1:3-5)

7. Judgment Oracle against Judah
This is what the LORD says:
“For three sins of Judah,
even for four, I will not relent.
Because they have rejected the law of the LORD
and have not kept his decrees,
because they have been led astray by false gods
the gods their ancestors followed,
I will send fire on Judah
that will consume the fortresses of Jerusalem,”
(2:4-5)

8. Judgment oracle vs. Israel, 2:6-16
The charges against Israel (2:6-12)
Oppressing the innocent and poor (2:6b-7a)
Engaging in pagan religious practices (2:7b)
Abusing the system of pledges & fines (2:8)
Perverting God’s redemption, (2:9-10)
Corrupting, silencing the prophets (2:11-12)

The resulting judgment, (2:13-16)
They will be unable to resist when a powerful
foreign army enters and destroys their land

Israel has abused God’s grace!
“I brought you up out of Egypt
and led you forty years in the wilderness
to give you the land of the Amorites.
I also raised up prophets
from among your children and
Nazirites from among your youths.
Is this not true, people of Israel?”
declares the LORD.
But you made the Nazirites drink wine and
commanded the prophets not to prophesy.
(2:10-11)

The resulting judgment from God!
“Now then, I will crush you
as a cart crushes when loaded with grain.
The swift will not escape,
the strong will not muster their strength,
and the warrior will not save his life.
The archer will not stand his ground
the fleet-footed soldier will not get away,
and the horseman will not save his life.
Even the bravest warriors
will flee naked in that day,”
declares the LORD. (2:13-16)

God has uniquely blessed Israel, 3
Hear this word, people of Israel, the word
the LORD has spoken against you—against
the whole family I brought up out of Egypt.
“You only have I chosen
of all the families of the earth;
Therefore I will punish you
for all your sins.” …

With privilege comes responsibility!
Israel has been chosen by God and
blessed beyond other nations
They are materially rich, morally poor
The Sovereign LORD has spoken—
who can but prophesy? …
“They do not know how to do right,
who store up in their fortresses
what they have plundered and looted.”
Therefore, an enemy will overrun your land,
pull down your strongholds
and plunder your fortresses.”
(Amos 3:9-11)

Israel will be punished by God!

The resulting judgment from God!
“On the day I punish Israel for her sins,
I will destroy the altars of Bethel;
the horns of the altar will be cut off
and fall to the ground.
I will tear down the winter house
along with the summer house;
the houses adorned with ivory will be destroyed
and the mansions will be demolished,”
declares the LORD. (Amos 3:14–15).

Israel’s religion was superficial! 4
Bring your sacrifices every morning,
your tithes every three years. …
Boast about them, you Israelites,
for this is what you love to do, …

They have resisted God’s discipline
I gave you empty stomachs,
I withheld rain from you,
I sent plagues among you, …
“Yet you have not returned to Me.” (5 times!)

God’s lament over Israel, 5
Hear this word, Israel,
this lament I take up concerning you:
“Fallen is Virgin Israel,
never to rise again,
deserted in her own land,
with no one to lift her up.”
Your city that marches out a thousand strong
will have only a hundred left;
your town that marches out a hundred strong
will have only ten left.” (5:1–3)

God’s urgent invitation to Israel, 5
“Seek Me and live;
do not seek Bethel,
do not go to Gilgal,
do not journey to Beersheba.
For Gilgal will surely go into exile,
and Bethel will be reduced to nothing.”
Seek the LORD and live,
or He will sweep through
the tribes of Joseph like a fire;
It will devour, and Bethel
will have no one to quench it. (5:5-6)

What authentic worship requires!
Seek good, not evil, that you may live
Then the LORD God Almighty will be with you,
just as you say he is.
Hate evil, love good;
maintain justice in the courts. …
Perhaps the LORD God Almighty
will have mercy
on the remnant of Joseph (5:14-15)

What God thinks of their religion,
“I hate, I despise your religious festivals;
your assemblies are a stench to me.
Even though you bring me
burnt offerings and grain offerings
I will not accept them. …
Away with the noise of your songs!
I will not listen to the music of your harps. …
Therefore I will send you into exile,”
says the LORD, whose name is God Almighty.
(5:21-23)

This is no time to be complacent! 6
Woe to you who are complacent in Zion,
and you who feel secure on Mt. Samaria
You put off the day of disaster …
You lie on beds adorned with ivory …
You dine on choice lambs …
You strum away on your harps like David…
You drink wine by the bowlful …
But you do not grieve over the ruin of Joseph.

Therefore you will go into exile;
your feasting and lounging will end.

Five Visions on Judgment, 7:1-9:10
1. Locust plague (7:1-3) (averted)
2. Devouring fire (7:4-6) (averted)
3. Plumb line (7:7-17) (determined)
(Opposition raised by Amaziah)
4. Basket of ripe fruit (8) (imminent)
5. God at the altar (9:1-10) (executed)

God responded to Amos’ prayer!
The vision of a devastating locust plague!
I cried out, “Sovereign LORD, forgive!
How can Jacob survive? He is so small!”
So the LORD relented. “This will not happen.”
The vision of judgment by fire.
“Sovereign LORD, I beg you, stop! ”
How can Jacob survive? He is so small!”
So the LORD relented. “This will not happen.”
(Amos 7:1-6)

A challenge for all of us to pray!

The inescapable judgment of God!
This is what he showed me: The LORD was
standing by a wall that had been built true to
plumb, with a plumb line in his hand. And the
LORD asked me, “What do you see, Amos?” “A
plumb line,” I replied.
Then the LORD said, “Look, I am setting a
plumb line among my people Israel; I will
spare them no longer. “The high places of
Isaac will be destroyed and the sanctuaries of
Israel will be ruined; with my sword I will rise
against the house of Jeroboam.” (7:7-10)

Don’t blame the messenger!
Amaziah said to Amos, “Get out, you seer!
Go back to the land of Judah. Earn your
bread there and do your prophesying there.
Don’t prophesy anymore at Bethel, …
Amos answered Amaziah, “I was neither a
prophet nor the son of a prophet, but I was a
shepherd, and I also took care of sycamorefig trees. But the LORD took me from tending
the flock and said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to
my people Israel.’ (7:12–15)

The judgment of God is inescapable!
This is what the Sovereign Lord showed me: a
basket of ripe fruit. “What do you see, Amos?”
he asked. “A basket of ripe fruit,” I answered.
Then the Lord said to me, “The time is ripe for
my people Israel; I will spare them no longer.
“In that day,” declares the Sovereign Lord, “the
songs in the temple will turn to wailing. Many,
many bodies—flung everywhere! Silence!”
(Amos 8:1–3)

God will turn your world upside down!
“In that day,” declares the Sovereign LORD
I will make the sun go down at noon
and darken the earth in broad daylight.
I will turn your religious festivals into mourning
and all your singing into weeping.
I will make all of you wear sackcloth
and shave your heads.
I will make that time like
mourning for an only son
and the end of it like a bitter day. (8:9–10)

God’s day of reckoning is coming! 9
I saw the LORD standing by the altar, and He
said, “No one will get away, none will escape.
Though they dig down to the depths of the
grave, from there My hand will take them.
Though they climb to the heavens above,
from there I will bring them down. … I will fix
My eye on them for harm and not for good.

You can’t run or hide from God!

But, God will save a remnant! 9
“The eyes of the Sovereign LORD are on the
sinful kingdom. I will destroy it from the face
of the earth—yet I will not totally destroy the
descendants of Jacob,” declares the LORD,
For I will give the command, and I will shake
the people of Israel among all the nations as
grain is shaken in a sieve, and not a pebble
will reach the ground. All the sinners among
My people will die by the sword, all who say,
‘Disaster will not overtake or meet us.’ (9:8-10)

Salvation still awaits Israel! 9
In that day
“I will restore David’s fallen shelter— …
I will bring my people Israel back from exile.
They will rebuild ruined cities and live in them.
They will plant vineyards and drink their wine;
they will make gardens and eat their fruit.
I will plant Israel in their own land,
never again to be uprooted
from the land I have given them,”
says the LORD your God. (9:11-15)

Is America today like Israel was then?
Leisure time & disposable wealth brought
open vice and sexual perversion (2:7-8)
Alcohol abuse was rampant (2:8; 4:1)
Justice was for sale to the wealthy (5:12)
Justice was denied to the poor (2:6-7; 8:6)
Weak were crushed by powerful (2:7; 4:1)
Sexual abuse/prostitution prevalent (2:7)
Ritual replaced reality in worship (6:4-6)

See you next week!
Read Jonah,
You can’t run from God!

