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Ruth
In the days when the judges ruled, there
was a famine in the land. So a man from
Bethlehem in Judah, together with his
wife and two sons, went to live for a
while in the country of Moab. Judges 1:1

A birth will bring new hope!

What to look for in Ruth
Fallout from the Judges
The “Scarlet Cord” of Salvation
God’s Providence, His “hiddenness”
in human history
(Goel)- Kinsman - Redeemer
(Hesed)- Covenant love/loyalty
Transition to David & Monarchy

Contrasts
Judges
Ruth
Emptiness Fulness
Famine Harvest
Death Birth
Despair Delight

!

the LORD has the LORD has
afflicted shown kindness

God’s Salvation Plan Continues:
This story begins with the promise of God
that the “seed of the woman would crush
the serpent’s head,” providing salvation for
fallen man, and destroying Satan’s false
kingdom (Genesis 3:15)
The promise is narrowed to one man,
Abraham, that “all persons on earth would
be blessed” through a descendant (seed)
of Abraham (Genesis 12:3)
The Promised One (Seed) was to come
from the tribe of Judah (Genesis 49:10)

The promise included that a nation would
come from Abraham. Israel was to represent
God to the nations as “a kingdom of priests
and a holy nation” (Exodus 19:5-6)
Israel was to be governed righteously by
Judges (Deuteronomy 16:18-20)
Priests/Levites were to teach the Law and
render judgment on difficult matters
pertaining to the Law (Deut. 17:8-11)
Judges, Priests and Levites were to “purge
evil from Israel” as God’s appointed agents
(Deut. 17:12-13)

In the future, when the people ask for a king,
he is to be “the king the LORD chooses,”
exemplifying righteousness (Deut. 17:14-20)
The book of Judges reveals the failure of the
Judges (1-16), the Priests (17-18), and the
Levites (19-21).
The “people of God” were seriously flawed,
ruled by sin, a people who did “what was
right in their own eyes.”
The book of Judges closes with the
statement “In those days Israel had no king;
everyone did as they saw fit” (NIV)
The stage is now set for the people to ask
for a king. (Ruth 4:22; 1 Samuel 8:5; 16:13)

God’s Salvation Plan Continues:
The book of Ruth reveals the discipline of
God, there is a famine in the land.
The nation that is to lead other nations now
has to seek food in a foreign nation
The stage is now set for the people to ask
for a king (Deuteronomy 17:14-20)
The book of Ruth records the birth of
David, “a man after God’s own heart,”
whose future “son” will be Christ, the
Savior! (Matt. 1:1, 18; Luke 1:30-33; Is. 9:6;
11:1-2; Jer. 23:5; John 7:42; Rev. 22:16)
The New King James Version. (1982). Nashville:
Thomas Nelson.

RUTH: God’s Provision of a Kinsman-Redeemer
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Praise be to the LORD,
who this day has not
left you without a
kinsman-redeemer.

Hope
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Fullness
restored

= God’s covenant love and loyalty = Grace

May the LORD
show kindness
to you, as you
have shown to me.

The LORD bless him!
The LORD has not
stopped showing his
kindness to the living
and the dead.

The LORD bless you
my daughter, this
kindness is greater
than that which you
showed earlier.
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Praise be to the LORD,
who this day has not
left you without a
kinsman-redeemer.
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Key verse: 4:14, Praise be to the LORD, who this day has not left you without a kinsman-redeemer.
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Naomi aNd Ruth
a meager 4 at Jericho. The land of the wilderness is
good only for winter grazing of sheep and goats, and
so Bethlehem is a base for shepherds (cf. 1 Sam 16:1,
16:11; Lk 2:8). But within the immediate circle of the
town lie fertile agricultural lands, with open spaces
for barley and wheat, the two grains most suitable
for the soil and climate of the region (cf. Deut 8:8).
Historically, for a village on the seam of the desert and the sown land, any slight change in international weather patterns tips the balance of rainfall
toward a year of bumper crops, or famine. Three or
four consecutive years of marginal or inadequate
rainfall would be disastrous for Bethlehem farmers
who, in the biblical period, had no recourse to irrigation or government subsidies. At a time such as
this Elimelech the husband of Naomi faced three
choices: starve (a rather bleak prospect!), change
his occupation (not realistic, given the lack of other
options for subsistence in a farming village) or move
(Ruth 1:1–2). He chose the latter, leaving temporarily
(he hoped) the security of his ancestral heritage and
homeland for the possibility of surviving another
day. Moab was a logical place to go: it was in view;
its hills are higher than the eastern slopes of Bethlehem and so potentially wetter and more fertile;
and with the Israelite tribe of Reuben commanding
the heights immediately east of the northern end of
the Dead Sea (Num 32:33–38; Deut 3:16–17; Josh 13:15–23),
Elimelech would have had some affinity in the region. Others in Bethlehem may well have migrated
south to Hebron, which offered similar advantages.
It is not possible
to know exactly where in Moab
Levitical
Elimelech and his family settled, nor in the end does
marriage
it particularly matter. If Elimelech went around the
northern end of the Dead Sea—the easiest track—
Deut. 25:5-10
his journey would have taken him to the tableland
(mishor) of Medeba, settled by Reuben but always
claimed by Moab. On the other hand, Moab proper
lay between the gorges of the Arnon and the Zered
opposite the southern half of the Dead Sea. The
most direct natural route there from Bethlehem
followed a tortuous ridge above the Nahal Arugot,
the largest of Redemption
the wadi systems draining the Judean
Wilderness, to the springs of En-gedi on the shore of
ofthen
family
landto the Lisan Penthe Dead Sea,
tracked south
insula (near the future site of Herod’s Palace at Masada) whereLev.
the sea25:23-24
is quite shallow and able to be
crossed without undue difficulty. Years later, as he
began his rise to kingship, David of Bethlehem, the
great grandson of Ruth and Boaz, placed his parents
under the protection of the Moabite king in Mizpeh
of Moab while he stayed in “the stronghold” (metzudah, probably Masada; 1 Sam 22:3–4). David’s choice
for a place of refuge was probably influenced by family ties through the line of his great grandmother
Ruth, and if so, it can reasonably be suggested that
his journey paralleled the earlier route of Elimelech.
In any case, Elimelech and his family lived

The Sojournings of Naomi
and Ruth. Although separated
from Moab by the Rift Valley,
the residents of Bethlehem were
tied to the region both by line
of sight and two rugged, yet
passable natural routes. One of
these skirted the northern arc of
the Dead Sea, the other dropped
down the steep Ascent of Ziz
(2 Chron 20:16) before crossing
the sea at its shallow southern
end. The shepherds of
Bethlehem would have known
these routes well, and either one
provides a plausible path for the
travels of Naomi and Ruth.

Moab was across
the Dead Sea and
clearly visible from
Bethlehem. Two
routes were open
for the travelers.
The shepherds of
Bethlehem would
have known both
of them very well.

in Moab for ten years, long enough to establish
some marriage ties with the people of the land
but without putting down formal roots of his own.
Elimelech died there, as did his two sons and heirs
(Ruth 1:3–5); with names like Mahlon (“sickly”) and
Chilion (“weakly”), what else could be expected?
Landless, childless, out of the land of promise and
without legal or economic protection, the widow
Naomi faced a bleak future.
Eventually the weather patterns changed and the
villagers of Bethlehem again felt the blessing of the
open hand of God. For Naomi, it was time to return
Boaz
thatof the
home (Ruth
1:6–7). insisted
Orpah the widow
Chilion and
Ruth the
widow of Mahlon
Ruth 4:10) faced a difKinsman
fulfill(cf.both
roles
ficult choice. According to marriage custom, they
belonged under the shelter of Elimelech’s household, but his household no longer existed nor was
there any real prospect that it would be renewed.

BOAZ – Unites Two Mosaic Laws

Brother of deceased
husband must raise up
children for the widow

The powdery soil covering the
high, flat tableland of Moab
and the Medeba Plateau is poor
but plows easily, and with an
average of 16 inches of rainfall
per year the open fields of the
region produce fine (though
thin by western standards)
crops of wheat and barley, the
staple of life. For Elimelech and
Naomi Moab was a foreign, but
welcoming land.

Near kinsman
buys the land to
keep it in the family

Naomi’s Status:

She is a widow: Her husband has
been dead for 10 years. She has no
prospects of marriage.
She has been living with her two
sons, now, they too are dead. She
has no visible security.

She has 2 destitute daughters-in-law.
She has no way to care for them
She is an ex-patriot, one who will be
despised in Judah
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Naomi’s Lament:
Don’t call me Naomi,” she told them. “Call
me Mara, because the Almighty has made
my life very bitter. I went away full, but the
LORD has brought me back empty. Why call
me Naomi? The LORD has afflicted me; the
Almighty has brought misfortune upon me.”
So Naomi returned from Moab
accompanied by Ruth the Moabite, her
daughter-in-law, arriving in Bethlehem as
the barley harvest was beginning. (1:20-22)
!

Ruth’s choice & faith statement:
Naomi said, “your sister-in-law is going back to
her people and her gods. Go back with her.”
But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you
or to turn back from you. Where you go I will
go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people
will be my people and your God my God.
Where you die I will die, and there I will be
buried. May the LORD deal with me, be it ever
so severely, if even death separates you and
me.” When Naomi realized that Ruth was
determined to go with her, she stopped urging
her. (1:15-18)

God’s providence at work:
Now Naomi had a relative on her husband’s
side, a man of standing from the clan of
Elimelek, whose name was Boaz.
And Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, “Let me
go to the fields and pick up the leftover grain
behind anyone in whose eyes I find favor.”
Naomi said to her, “Go ahead, my daughter.”
So she went out, entered a field and began to
glean behind the harvesters. As it turned out,
she was working in a field belonging to Boaz,
who was from the clan of Elimelek. (2:1-3)

God’s providence at work:
Just then Boaz arrived from Bethlehem and
greeted the harvesters, “The LORD be with
you!” “The LORD bless you!” they answered.
Boaz asked the overseer of his harvesters,
“Who does that young woman belong to?”
The overseer replied, “She is the Moabite who
came back from Moab with Naomi. She said,
‘Please let me glean and gather among the
sheaves behind the harvesters.’ She came
into the field and has remained here from
morning till now, except for a short rest in the
shelter.” (2:4-7)

Ruth’s faith recognized & rewarded:
Boaz replied, “I’ve been told all about what
you have done for your mother-in-law since
the death of your husband—how you left your
father and mother and your homeland and
came to live with a people you did not know
before. May the LORD repay you for what you
have done. May you be richly rewarded by the
LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings
you have come to take refuge.”
May I continue to find favor in your eyes, my
lord,” she said. “You have put me at ease by
speaking kindly to your servant.” (2:11-13)

God’s providence at work:
Her mother-in-law asked her, “Where did you
glean today? Where did you work? Blessed
be the man who took notice of you!”
Then Ruth told her mother-in-law about the
one at whose place she had been working.
“The name of the man I worked with today is
Boaz,” she said.
“The LORD bless him!” Naomi said to her
daughter-in-law. “He has not stopped showing
his kindness to the living and the dead.” She
added, “That man is our close relative; he is
one of our kinsman-redeemers.” (2:19-20)

Ruth’s redemption initiated:
One day Ruth’s mother-in-law Naomi said to
her, “My daughter, I must find a home for you,
where you will be well provided for. Now
Boaz, with whose women you have worked, is
a relative of ours. Tonight he will be
winnowing barley on the threshing floor.
Wash, put on perfume, and get dressed in
your best clothes. Then go down to the
threshing floor, but don’t let him know you are
there until he has finished eating and drinking.
When he lies down, note the place where he
is lying. Then go and uncover his feet and lie
down. He will tell you what to do.”. (3:1-4)

Ruth’s request for redemption:
I will do whatever you say,” Ruth answered. So
she went down to the threshing floor and did
everything her mother-in-law told her to do.
When Boaz had finished eating and drinking
and was in good spirits, he went over to lie
down at the far end of the grain pile. Ruth
approached quietly, uncovered his feet and lay
down. In the middle of the night something
startled the man; he turned—and there was a
woman lying at his feet!
“Who are you?” he asked. (3:5-9)

Ruth’s request for redemption:
“I am your servant Ruth,” she said. “Spread
the corner of your garment over me, since you
are a kinsman-redeemer of our family.”
“The LORD bless you, my daughter,” he replied.
“This kindness is greater than that which you
showed earlier: You have not run after the
younger men, whether rich or poor. And now,
my daughter, don’t be afraid. I will do for you
all you ask. All the people of my town know
that you are a woman of noble character.
(3:9-11)

Boaz’ initiative and action:
Boaz took ten of the elders of the town and
said, “Sit here,” and they did so. Then he said
to the kinsman-redeemer, “Naomi, who has
come back from Moab, is selling the piece of
land that belonged to our relative Elimelek. I
thought I should bring the matter to your
attention and suggest that you buy it in the
presence of these seated here and in the
presence of the elders of my people. If you will
redeem it, do so. But if you will not, tell me, so
I will know. For no one has the right to do it
except you, and I am next in line.” (4:2-4)

Boaz’ initiative and action:
I will redeem it,” he said.
Then Boaz said, “On the day you buy the
land from Naomi, you also acquire Ruth the
Moabite, the dead man’s widow, in order to
maintain the name of the dead with his
property.” At this, the kinsman-redeemer
said, “Then I cannot redeem it because I
might endanger my own estate. You redeem
it yourself. I cannot do it.” (4:4-6)

Ruth’s Redemption:
Then Boaz announced to the elders and all
the people, “Today you are witnesses that I
have bought from Naomi all the property of
Elimelek, Kilion and Mahlon. I have also
acquired Ruth the Moabite, Mahlon’s
widow, as my wife, in order to maintain the
name of the dead with his property, so that
his name will not disappear from among his
family or from his hometown. Today you are
witnesses!”
Then the elders and all the people at the
gate said, “We are witnesses.” (4:8-11)

God’s redemption plan continues:
So Boaz took Ruth and she became his
wife. When he made love to her, the LORD
enabled her to conceive, and she gave
birth to a son. The women said to Naomi:
“Praise be to the LORD, who this day has
not left you without a kinsman-redeemer...
Then Naomi took the child in her arms
and cared for him. The women living there
said, “Naomi has a son!” And they named
him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the
father of David. (4:13-17) (Genesis 46:12)

Kinsman-Redeemer = Christ
1. Related by blood to those he redeems:
Deuteronomy 25:5-10 = Romans 1:3;
Philippians 2:5-8; Hebrews 2:14-15
2. Able to pay the price of redemption:
Ruth 2:1; 4:10 = 1 Peter 1:18-19
3. Willing to redeem: Ruth 3:11-13; 4:6;
Deut. 25:7-10; = Matthew 20:28;
John 10:15, 18
4. Free to redeem (not encumbered by
his own estate): Ruth 4:6 = Heb. 4:15;
1 Peter 2:22; 1 John 3:5

What Lessons should we Learn
from Judges and Ruth?
God is Sovereign and is totally in control of
His plan at all times. God’s redemptive plan
continues and is not defeated or hindered
by the evil that men do or the condition of
the world in the times in which they live.
God’s destiny for our lives cannot be
hindered by circumstances, status or
environment. God works through people,
His plan to fulfill. This is the value of our
lives – God works through us.

See you next week!
Read 1 Samuel,
A Man after God’s Own Heart
God’s Salvation Plan Continues,

