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 Elijah Declares the judgment of Ahaziah.          
“Is it because there is no God in Israel that 
you are sending messengers to consult 
Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron? Therefore 
you will not leave the bed you are lying on. 
You will certainly die!” (1:6) 

Elijah is caught up to heaven “in a chariot of 
fire and horses of fire” (2) 

Elisha given a “double portion” of his power     
“The spirit of Elijah is resting on Elisha.”

The Prophetic Mantle passes  
from Elijah to Elisha (1-2)

2 KINGS: Divided Kingdoms Taken Captive
Key verses: 17:21-23; 24:2-4  The LORD removed them from His presence because of persistent sins

Key Words:      
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Elisha         
the Prophet

Israel: Only evil kings- 
 persisted in all the sins of Jeroboam 

Judah: Some good kings- 
 but, sins of Manasseh 

Focus on Elisha  
God’s final warning 
Miracles proclaim 

God’s power to Israel 
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Focus on Israel 
Steady decline through 
Jehu’s slaughter and 
Jeroboam’s success  

Focus on Judah 
 Revivals and relapses           

Joash 12, Hezekiah 18-19,   
Josiah 22-23 

Manasseh led Judah into sin
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853-586 B.C.

Surviving 
Kingdom

Divided and 
Declining Kingdoms



Elisha continues Elijah’s Work (3-10)

1. Guided by Elisha’s prophesy, Jehoram of 
Israel & Jeroboam of Judah defeat Moab (3). 

 “This is an easy thing in the eyes of the 
LORD; He will also hand Moab over to you” 

2. Miracles mark the ministry of Elisha (4-7) 

3. Elisha, like Elijah, anoints kings to judge evil 
Jezebel & Ahab’s family as prophesied (8-10) 
-Hazael to replace Ben-Hadad in Aram and   
-Jehu to totally destroy the “house of Ahab” 

  “So Jehu killed everyone in Jezreel who  
 remained of the house of Ahab.” (10:11) 

Elisha’s ministry and miracles! (4-7)
1. The widow’s “endless” oil (Kings 4) 
2. Raising the Shunammite’s son (4) 
3. Multiplying loaves in Gilgal (4). 
4. Healing Naaman of leprosy (5) 
5. Judgment on Gehazi’s greed (5) 
6. Restoring a borrowed axe head (6) 
7. Protection from Syria’s armies (6) 
8. Samaria’s famine relieved (7) 
9. A man resurrected at Elisha’s tomb (13)

Kings 
Written at the beginning  
of the captivity  
The prophet’s viewpoint  

The human standpoint  

Mostly kings of Israel  

Elijah & Elisha prominent 

Sins of David & Solomon 
prominent       
Man ruling     

Focus on the throne 

Chronicles    
Written at the end               of the captivity  
The priest’s viewpoint  
History from the divine standpoint  
Mostly kings of Judah  
Elijah and Elisha           absent 
Sin of David & Solomon  not so prominent       
God overruling 
Focus on the temple

Chronicles    

Written at the end               
of the captivity  

The priest’s viewpoint  
The divine standpoint  
Mostly kings of Judah  
Elijah & Elisha absent 
Sin of David & Solomon  
not so prominent       

God overruling 
Focus on the temple

God delays the judgment of  Israel 
because of  His covenant with Abraham
Jehoahaz and his son Jehoash kings of Israel in 
Samaria, continue to do evil in the eyes of the 
LORD and persist in the sins of Jeroboam son of 
Nebat, which he had caused Israel to commit; … 

Hazael king of Aram oppressed Israel throughout 
the reign of Jehoahaz. But the LORD was gracious 
to them and had compassion and showed 
concern for them because of His covenant with 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. To this day He has 
been unwilling to destroy them or banish them 
from His presence. (2 Kings 13:10-11, 22-23) 



But, Israel persists in its evil ways (14-15) 
 Israel’s “golden sunset” years!

1. In keeping with Jonah’s prophetic word, He 
saved them by the hand of Jeroboam (14)  

!

2. Rapid decline follows, marked by intrigue, 
assassinations, and divine judgment, (15) 

—Zechariah reigned 6 months, did evil 
—Shallum reined 1 month, was assassinated 
—Menahem reigned 10 years, did evil 
—Pekahia reigned 2 years, was assassinated 
—Pekah reigned 20 years, was assassinated 
—Hoshea reigned 9 years, rebels against 

Assyria, becomes a prisoner, exile begins 

Finally, Israel is exiled to Assyria (17)

“All this took place because the Israelites had 
sinned against the LORD their God, who had 
brought them up out of Egypt. They worshiped 
other gods and followed the practices of the 
nations the LORD had driven out before them, 
… 
The LORD warned Israel and Judah through all 
His prophets, “Turn from your evil ways. … but 
they would not listen and were as stiff-necked 
as their fathers who did not trust in the LORD 
their God. they rejected his decrees and the 
covenant He had made with their fathers.”

The cause of  Israel’s exile (17)
 Israel: 
—sinned against the LORD their God (7) 
—rejected His decrees and His covenant (15) 
—followed worthless idols (15) 
—imitated the nations around them (15) 
—forsook all the commands of their God (16) 
—sacrificed their sons & daughters in fire (17) 
—practiced divination and sorcery (17) 
—sold themselves to do evil (17)

Israel rejects God & is exiled by God

“So the LORD was very angry with Israel and 
removed them from His presence.… 
Therefore the LORD rejected all the people 
of Israel; 
The LORD warned Israel and Judah through 
all His prophets, “Turn from your evil ways. 
… but they would not listen and were as 
stiff-necked as their fathers who did not trust 
in the LORD their God. they rejected his 
decrees and the covenant He had made 
with their fathers.”



Meanwhile in Judah- 
“The good, the bad, the ugly” 

Jehoiada, the priest leads Judah in judging 
Athaliah, evil daughter of Ahab, ending her 6 
year reign of terror and places Joash on 
Judah’s throne, initiating revival (11-12) 

“Jehoiada then made a covenant between 
the LORD and the king and people that they 
would be the LORD’s people.” (11:17)     
“Joash did what was right in the eyes of the 
LORD all the years Jehoiada the priest 
instructed him.” (12:2) 

But Joash took all the gold of the temple of 
the LORD and sent it to Hazael (12:18)

 Amaziah did right, but not fully, made war 
with Israel, was later assassinated (14) 
Uzziah, king at age 16, did what was right, 
but stricken with leprosy for intruding into 
the priest’s office, lived in seclusion (15) 
Jotham did what was right, but high places, 
(idolatry) remained in Judah (15) 
Ahaz, did not do what is right, sacrificed his 
son in the fire, looted and profaned the 
temple to pay for the help of Assyria, acted 
against the prophetic word of Isaiah, (16)  

Meanwhile in Judah- 
“The good, the bad, the ugly” 

The Surviving Kingdom of  Judah (18-25) 
Hezekiah   (18–20) 
Manasseh  (21:1-18) 
Amon    (21:19-26) 
Josiah    (22:1–23.30) 
Jehoahaz   (23:31-35) 
Jehoiakim   (23:36–24.7) 
Jehoiachin  (24:8-17) 
Zedekiah   (24:18-25:21) 
Babylon completely destroys Jerusalem and  
 installs Gedaliah as govenor, (25:22-30)  
(Jeremiah, is the last prophet until Daniel)



The last kings of  Judah (18-25)

1. Hezekiah, perhaps the greatest king of 
Judah, trusted God in perilous times (18-20) 

  “Hezekiah trusted in the LORD, the God of 
 Israel. There was no one like him among 
 the kings of Judah, either before him or  
 after him.” Spared from the Assyrian army 
 when he sought God under the guidance of 
 Isaiah the prophet. (18:5) (Isaiah 36-37) 

2. Manasseh, his son, had the longest and 
most evil reign of all Judah’s kings (21:1-18) 

  “Manasseh led the people astray, so that 
 they did more evil than the nations the  
 LORD had destroyed before them.” (21:9)

He became king at 8, cleansed the temple, 
discovered the Law, led in greatest Passover 
observance since the Judges, cleansed the 
entire land of everything related to idolatry. 

When the king heard the words of the Book 
of the Law, he tore his robes.“Great is the 
LORD’s anger against us because our fathers 
have not obeyed the words of this book.” 
Neither before or after was there a king like 
him who turned to the LORD as he did- with 
all his heart, all his soul and all his strength, 
in accordance with all the Law of Moses. 

The Great Revival under Josiah (22-23)

Judgment is delayed because of  the revival
This is what the LORD says: “I am going to 
bring disaster on this place and its people, 
according to everything written in the book the 
king of Judah has read.… Because your heart 
was responsive and you humbled yourself 
before the LORD when you heard what I have 
spoken against this place and its people—and 
because you tore your robes and wept in my 
presence, I also have heard you, declares the 
LORD. Therefore I will gather you to your 
ancestors, and you will be buried in peace. 
Your eyes will not see all the disaster I am 
going to bring on this place.’” (22:15-20) 

The Valley of Megiddo, Josiah’s defeat by Egypt



Josiah’s sons & Judah’s captivity, 24-25

Jehoahaz-  taken to Egypt in chains in 609 
 (Babylon defeats Egypt at Carchemish, 605) 
Jehoiakim-  first deportation to Babylon in 605 
Jehoiachin- second invasion/deportation, 597 
Zedekiah-   third & final deportation in 586 
Gedaliah-   appointed as governor by Babylon, 

    assassinated, rebels flee to Egypt 

The nation’s bitter epitaph:  
“It was because of the LORD's anger that all this 
happened to Jerusalem and Judah, and in the 
end He thrust them from His presence.” (24:20)

The last days of  Judah (25)
1. Siege of Jerusalem 587/586, (25:1-3). 
2. The royal sons slaughtered and Zedekiah 

himself blinded (25:4-7). 
3. On August 14, 586 BC the city burned, the 

temple totally destroyed (25:8-12). 
4. All that was valuable in the temple was 

taken to Babylon, and the priestly and royal 
leaders are executed at Riblah (25:13-21) 

5. Gedaliah made governor but assassinated. 
Survivors take Jeremiah, flee to Egypt  
(25:22-26; see also Jeremiah 40–43). 

No class next week!

We will be remembering  
Jesus’ death on the cross 

and His resurrection  

See you April 28!


