Journey
through
the Bible
Book by book
Bible study

1 Corinthians
Christianity
in a Pagan
Culture

Paul of Tarsus writing epistles: Caravaggio

Paul’s Second Mission, Acts 16-18
Rose Bible Atlas, p. 237
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Channel dug through Isthmus in 1893
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Old Corinth

New Corinth
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Old Corinth north to New Corinth
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Bema (Judgment seat) of Gallio
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Pillar where Paul stood to preach
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Temple of Apollo in Corinth
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Corinth agora (social center) next to temple
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Culture and People of Corinth

Multi-cultural, cultural “melting pot”
Thriving trade and business center
City of extremes, both rich and poor
2/3 of the people were slaves!
Pseudo-intellectual, imitated Athens
Alcohol abuse common, accepted
Sexual immorality and perversion
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Religion in Corinth
Temple “worship” = prostitution,
Aphrodite, goddess of love, Venus,
Apollo, Poseidon, “all the gods”
Both Eastern and Western religions
Included the “worst of paganism”
Judaism present but “unpopular,”
animosity to monotheism, legalism
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Distinctive elements of 1 Corinthians
Length (exceeded only by Romans)
Variety of topics: spiritual gifts, nature of
the church, resurrection, role of women,
freedom/slavery, government/taxes, etc.
Business-like style of writing
Place and importance of the cross
Doctrinal content & significance
Simple yet eloquent style
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Corinth: City of Extremes
“At night its streets were hideous with
the brawls and lewd songs of drunken
revelry. In the daytime its markets and
squares swarmed with Jewish peddlers,
foreign traders, sailors, soldiers,
athletes in training, boxers, wrestlers,
charioteers, racing-men, betting-men,
courtesans, slaves, idlers and parasites
of every description—a veritable
pandemonium!” R. D. Shaw, p. 130
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Key Verse: 15:57, But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
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The high calling of the church
Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ
Jesus by the will of God, and our
brother Sosthenes, to the church of God
in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ
Jesus and called to be his holy people,
together with all those everywhere who
call on the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ—their Lord and ours: Grace and
peace to you from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ. (1:1–3)
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Paul’s thanksgiving for the church
I always thank my God for you
because of his grace given you in
Christ Jesus. For in him you have been
enriched in every way—with all kinds
of speech and with all knowledge—
God thus confirming our testimony
about Christ among you. (1:4–6)

Paul refers to Christ 10 times in 1:1-10
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They have been blessed by God
Therefore you do not lack any spiritual
gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord
Jesus Christ to be revealed. He will also
keep you firm to the end, so that you
will be blameless on the day of our Lord
Jesus Christ. God is faithful, who has
called you into fellowship with his Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. (1:7–9)

But, there are serious problems!
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There are divisions and quarrels!
I appeal to you, in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with
one another in what you say and that
there be no divisions among you, but that
you be perfectly united in mind and
thought.… there are quarrels among you.
What I mean is this: One of you says, “I
follow Paul”; another, “I follow Apollos”;
another, “I follow Peter”; still another, “I
follow Christ.” (1:10–12)
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Paul’s direct answer to the problems
Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for
you? Were you baptized in the name of
Paul? … Christ did not send me to
baptize, but to preach the gospel—not
with wisdom and eloquence, lest the cross
of Christ be emptied of its power. For the
message of the cross is foolishness to
those who are perishing, but to us who
are being saved it is the power of God.
(1:13–18)
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Antidote: focus on the crucified Christ
Jews demand signs and Greeks look for
wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified: a
stumbling block to the Jews and
foolishness to Gentiles, but to those
whom God has called, … Christ the
power of God and the wisdom of God. …
You are in Christ Jesus, who has become
for us wisdom from God—that is, our
righteousness, holiness and redemption.
(1:22–31)
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Paul’s focus is on the crucified Christ
I did not come to you with eloquence or
human wisdom as I proclaimed to you the
testimony about God. For I resolved to
know nothing while I was with you except
Jesus Christ and him crucified. … My
message and my preaching were not with
wise and persuasive words, but with a
demonstration of the Spirit’s power, so that
your faith might not rest on human wisdom,
but on God’s power. (2:1–5)
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Holy Spirit is the source of wisdom
“No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no
mind has conceived” what God has
prepared for those who love him” but God
has revealed it to us by his Spirit. The
Spirit searches all things, even the deep
things of God. … We have not received
the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is
from God, that we may understand what
God has freely given us. (2:9–12)
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Spiritual immaturity in the church
I could not address you as people who
live by the Spirit but as people who are
still worldly—mere infants in Christ. I gave
you milk, not solid food, for you were not
ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready.
… Since there is jealousy and quarreling
among you, are you not worldly? Are you
not acting like mere humans? (3:1–3)

Grow up! Put away the baby bottles!
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The church is God’s sacred temple
We are God’s fellow workers; you are
God’s field, God’s building … Don’t you
know that you yourselves are God’s
temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you?
If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will
destroy him; for God’s temple is sacred,
and you together are that temple.
(3:9, 16–17)

Don’t destroy what God has built!
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Paul is simply God’s ‘contractor’
By the grace God has given me, I laid
a foundation as an expert builder,
and someone else is building on it.
But each one should be careful how
he builds. For no one can lay any
foundation other than the one already
laid, which is Jesus Christ.
(3:10–11)
Jesus Christ is the foundation!
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Keep your focus on Christ, not Paul!
This, then, is how you ought to regard us:
as servants of Christ and as those
entrusted with the mysteries God has
revealed. Now it is required that those who
have been given a trust must prove faithful.
I care very little if I am judged by you or by
any human court; indeed, I do not even
judge myself. My conscience is clear, but
that does not make me innocent. It is the
Lord who judges me. (4:1–4)
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Stop playing “follow the leader”
Then you will not take pride in being a
follower of one of us against the other.
For who makes you different from
anyone else? What do you have that
you did not receive? And if you did
receive it, why do you boast as though
you did not? Already you have all you
want! Already you have become rich!
You have become kings! (4:6-8)
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Apostles are displayed like captives
It seems to me that God has put us
apostles on display at the end of the
procession, like those condemned to die
in the arena. We have been made a
spectacle to the whole universe, to
angels as well as to human beings. We
are fools for Christ, but you are so wise
in Christ! We are weak, but you are
strong! You are honored, we are
dishonored! (4:9–10)
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Imitate Paul, your father in the faith!
I am writing this not to shame you but to
warn you as my dear children. Even if you
had ten thousand guardians in Christ, you
do not have many fathers, for in Christ I
became your father through the gospel.
Therefore I urge you to imitate me. For this
reason I have sent to you Timothy, … He
will remind you of my way of life in Christ
Jesus, which agrees with what I teach
everywhere in every church. (4:14–17)
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Moral delinquencies in the church
Gross immorality within the church- 5:1-13
(Even pagans know and do better!)
(Expel the wicked incestuous man!)
Lawsuits between believers6:1-11
(Don’t take them to a pagan court!)
(Use trustworthy people in the church)
Sexual immorality among believers- 6:12-20
(Flee from all sexual immorality)
(Your body is a temple of the Spirit)
33

Sexual immorality within the church
It is actually reported that there is
sexual immorality among you, and of a
kind that even pagans do not tolerate: A
man is sleeping with his father’s wife.
And you are proud! Shouldn’t you rather
have gone into mourning and have put
out of your fellowship the man who has
been doing this? (5:1–2)

Discipline is required by the church
34

Sin eats like a cancer in the church!
Your boasting is not good. Don’t you
know that a little yeast leavens the whole
batch of dough? Get rid of the old yeast,
so that you may be a new unleavened
batch—as you really are. For Christ, our
Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.
Therefore let us keep the Festival, not
with the old bread leavened with malice
and wickedness, but with the unleavened
bread of sincerity and truth. (5:6–8)
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Godly believers in an ungodly worldassociation without assimilation!
I wrote to you in my letter not to associate
with sexually immoral people—not at all
meaning the people of this world who are
immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, or
idolaters. … But now I am writing to you
that you must not associate with anyone
who claims to be a brother or sister but is
sexually immoral or greedy, … “Expel the
wicked man from among you.” (5:9–13)
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Lawsuits between believers!
If any of you has a dispute with another,
do you dare to take it before the ungodly
for judgment instead of before the
saints? Or do you not know that the
saints will judge the world? If you are to
judge the world, are you not competent
to judge trivial cases? … I say this to
shame you. Is it possible that there is
nobody among you wise enough to judge
a dispute between believers? (6:1–5)
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Do you not know that wrongdoers will not
inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be
deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor
idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have
sex with men nor thieves nor the greedy nor
drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will
inherit the kingdom of God. And that is what
some of you were. But you were washed,
you were sanctified, you were justified in
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by
the Spirit of our God. (6:9–11)
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We are not free to do as we please!
“I have the right to do anything,” you say
—but not everything is beneficial.
“I have the right to do anything,” you say
—but I will not be mastered by anything.
“Food for the stomach and the stomach
for food,” you say,
—but God will destroy them both.
The body is not meant for sexual
immorality but for the Lord, and the Lord
for the body. (6:12–13)
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Your body belongs to Christ!
Do you not know that your bodies are
members of Christ himself? Shall I then
take the members of Christ and unite
them with a prostitute? Never! Do you
not know that he who unites himself with
a prostitute is one with her in body? For
it is said, “The two will become one
flesh.” But whoever is united with the
Lord is one with him in spirit. (6:15–17)
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Our body is the Holy Spirit’s temple!
Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins
a person commits are outside the body,
but whoever sins sexually, sins against
their own body. Do you not know that your
bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who
is in you, whom you have received from
God? You are not your own; you were
bought at a price. Therefore honor God
with your bodies. (6:18–20)

Our body is meant for better things!
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See you next week!
1 Corinthians 7-16
Straight talk on
life’s tough issues:
singleness, sex,
marriage, divorce

