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1 Corinthians 
Problems plaguing a local church
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Straight talk on life’s tough issues: 
Singleness, Sex, Marriage, Divorce
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Now for the matters you wrote about:    
“It is good for a man not to have sexual 
relations with a woman.” But because of 
the temptation to sexual immorality, 
each man should have sexual relations 
with his own wife, and each woman with 
her own husband. The husband should 
fulfill his marital duty to his wife, and 
likewise the wife to her husband. (7:1–3)

Issues the church asked about: 
Singleness, Sex, and Marriage 
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Marriage isn’t “mandated” for everyone, 7:1 

It is between one man and one woman, 7:2  

Marriage is the antidote to immorality!    7:2 
It depends on God’s gifting and calling,  7:7 

Marriage doesn’t guarantee happiness!  7:28 

It involves a mutual responsibility,      7:32-35 

Believers must marry believers,              7:39

The Christian and marriage- 
the good, the better, the best!
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Singleness, sex, and married saints

Our body is a temple of the Holy Spirit! 6:19 

Sex is not to be used as a “weapon”!     7:5 

Sex is one of Satan’s favorite devices.   7:5 

It must be consensual not coerced.        7:5-6 

Sex is not sin when within marriage!      7:6-7 

It is a powerful drive but a poor master!  7:9
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I say this as a concession, not as a 
command. I wish that all of you were as I 
am. But each of you has your own gift from 
God; one has this gift, another has that. (7:6)

Both marriage & singleness are gifts

But there are times to be cautious
Because of the present crisis, I think it is 
good for you to remain as you are. Are you 
married? Do not seek a divorce. Are you 
unmarried? Do not look for a wife. (7: 26)
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To the unmarried and the widows I say: It 
is good for them to stay unmarried, as I 
do. But if they cannot control themselves, 
they should marry, for it is better to marry 
than to burn with passion. (7:8-9)

To the married I give this command (not I, 
but the Lord): A wife must not separate 
from her husband. But if she does, she 
must remain unmarried or else be 
reconciled to her husband. And a husband 
must not divorce his wife. (7:10-11)
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God intended marriage to last,        7:10-11 

Conversion doesn’t void the vows!  7:12-14 

Marriage is “until death do us part”  7:39 

Is permitted for desertion?               7:15-16 

Believers must seek reconciliation.  7:27 

Jesus is our ultimate authority!         7:10-12

The Christian and divorce!
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When only one partner is a believer
To the rest I say this (I, not the Lord): If any 
brother has a wife who is not a believer 
and she is willing to live with him, he must 
not divorce her. And if a woman has a 
husband who is not a believer and he is 
willing to live with her, she must not divorce 
him. … But if the unbeliever leaves, let him 
do so. A believing man or woman is not 
bound in such circumstances. (7:12–15)
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Nevertheless, each one should retain 
the place in life that the Lord assigned 
to him and to which God has called 
him. … Was a man uncircumcised 
when he was called? He should not 
become circumcised?… Were you a 
slave when you were called? Don’t let it 
trouble you—although if you can gain 
your freedom, do so. (7:17-21)

Serve God where and as you are! 
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Keep your eyes on what is eternal!
What I mean, brothers and sisters, is that 
the time is short. From now on those who 
have wives should live as if they do not; 
those who mourn, as if they did not; those 
who are happy, as if they were not; those 
who buy something, as if it were not theirs 
to keep; those who use the things of the 
world, as if not engrossed in them. For this 
world in its present form is passing away. 
                          (7:29–31)
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When freedom and fellowship clash
Now about food sacrificed to idols: We 
know that “We all possess knowledge.” But 
knowledge puffs up while love builds up. 
Those who think they know something do 
not yet know as they ought to know. But 
whoever loves God is known by God. … 
We know that “An idol is nothing at all in 
the world” and that “There is no God but 
one.” … But not everyone knows this. 
                         (8:1–7)
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But food does not bring us near to God; 
we are no worse if we do not eat, and no 
better if we do. Be careful, that the 
exercise of your freedom does not 
become a stumbling block to the weak. …   

So this weak brother for whom Christ died, 
is destroyed by your knowledge…. 

Therefore, if what I eat causes my brother 
to fall into sin, I will never eat meat again, 
so that I will not cause him to fall. (8:8–13)

Freedom is made servant to love 
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Follow Paul’s personal example,
Don’t we have the right to … 
Nevertheless, we did not use this right. On 
the contrary, we put up with anything rather 
than hinder the gospel of Christ. (9:12) 
Though I am free and belong to no one,  
I make myself a slave to everyone to win as 
many as possible. (9:19) 
Do you not know that in a race all the 
runners run, but only one gets the prize? 
Run in such a way as to get the prize. (9:24)
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Learn from Israel’s experience!

Do not be idolaters, as some of them were-
Do not commit sexual immorality, as some-
Do not grumble, as some of them did- 
These things happened as examples and 
were written down as warnings for us, …  

All things are lawful, but not all things are 
profitable. All things are lawful, but not all 
things edify. Let no one seek his own good, 
but that of his neighbor. (10:6-11, 23-24)
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How to overcome life’s temptations-

So, if you think you are standing firm, be 
careful that you don’t fall! No temptation 
has overtaken you except what is 
common to mankind; and God is faithful, 
he will not allow you to be tempted 
beyond what you can bear. But when you 
are tempted, he will also provide a way 
out so that you can endure it. (10:12-13)

When you are tempted, turn to God!
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Our motivation is to glorify God!
So, whether you eat or drink or whatever 
you do, do it all for the glory of God. Do 
not cause anyone to stumble, whether 
Jews, Greeks or the church of God—
even as I try to please everyone in every 
way. For I am not seeking my own good 
but the good of many, so that they may 
be saved. Follow my example, as I follow 
the example of Christ. (10:31–11:1)
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Proper order in public worship!
I praise you for … holding to the traditions 
just as I passed them on to you. But I want 
you to realize that the head of every man is 
Christ, and the head of the woman is man, 
and the head of Christ is God. Every man 
who prays or prophesies with his head 
covered dishonors his head. But every 
woman who prays or prophesies with her 
head uncovered dishonors her head— 
                        (11:2–5)
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It is about order not about equality,    11:3 

Both men & women created by God, 11:11    

It has natural & cultural significance, 11:14 

Should not be a contentious issue,    11:16 

Is a matter of practice not principle,   11:16 

It is not the most important issue,      11:17 

Women and worship in the church! 
hair, head-coverings and headship
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Men and women are in this together!

In the Lord, woman is not independent 
of man, nor is man independent of 
woman. For as woman came from 
man, so also man is born of woman. 
But everything comes from God. … If 
anyone wants to be contentious about 
this, we have no other practice—nor 
do the churches of God. (11:11–12, 16)
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Gifts and their function in the church!

There are different kinds of gifts, but the 
same Spirit distributes them. There are 
different kinds of service, but the same 
Lord. There are different kinds of 
working, but in all of them and in 
everyone it is the same God at work.  
Now to each one the manifestation of 
the Spirit is given for the common good. 
                        (12:4–7)
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Every member of  the body matters!
Just as a body, though one, has many 
parts, but all its many parts form one 
body, so it is with Christ. For we were all 
baptized by one Spirit so as to form one 
body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or 
free—and we were all given the one Spirit 
to drink. Even so the body is not made up 
of one part but of many. … there are 
many parts, but one body. (12:12–14)
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Spiritual gifts in the church- 12

Gifts are varied in nature, purpose,   12:4-6 

Gifts are given for the common good, 12:7 

They are gifts not wages or rewards,  12:7 

Gifts are sovereignly given by God,    12:11     

Each and every member is gifted,      12:12 

Many gifts but one body, the church,  12:13 

Intended to benefit, build the church,  12:18



25

Spiritual gifts in the church- 12

All are designed to benefit others,     12:19 

No member is self sufficient,              12:21 

Some gifts are more public, visible,   12:23 

Should unite not divide the body,      12:25 

Intended to build up the church,        12:25 

All are in Christ’s body together,        12:26 

Love is “the most excellent” way!      12:31



Love: is the most excellent way— 
If I - speak in the tongues of men/angels … 
       have the gift of prophecy … 
       have faith to move mountains … 
       give all I possess, give my body … 
but do not have love … 
I am nothing - have nothing - gain nothing 
                          13:1-3

The love chapter: 1 Corinthians 13



Love is- patient, kind.  
Love does not/is not-  
         envy, boast, proud, dishonor others,  
         self-seeking, easily angered,  
         keep record of wrongs, delight in evil  
Love rejoices with the truth,  
         always protects, trusts, hopes, 
                    perseveres. (13:4–7)



Love never fails. But where there are— 

   prophecies … they will cease 

   tongues … they will be stilled; 

   knowledge … it will pass away 

For we know in part and we prophesy in 
part, but when completeness comes, what 
is in part disappears. … And now these 
three remain: faith, hope and love. But the 
greatest of these is love.(13:8–13)



Follow the way of love and eagerly 
desire gifts of the Spirit, especially 
prophecy. For anyone who speaks in a 
tongue does not speak to people but to 
God. Indeed, no one understands 
them; they utter mysteries by the Spirit. 
But the one who prophesies speaks to 
people for their strengthening, 
encouraging and comfort. (14:1–3)

Spiritual “gifts” in the church- 14
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What about tongues?

 Tongues caused much trouble at Corinth!     

 Must be interpreted and intelligible! 28 

 Were not a sign of maturity or value! 20 

 Tongues were a temporary sign gift! 22 

 Were in a known language, not gibberish   

 Intended to communicate to unbelievers!
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1. Control (limits) should be placed on how 
many and who speaks in a service! 14:29 

2. The message should be thoughtful and 
listened to carefully and analytically.14:29  

3. Spontaneity should give way to order and 
edification in the church service. 14:31  

4. It is a mistake to think God is in control 
when people are out of control! 14:33

Guidelines for speaking in church
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Note the context: disorder in worship 

Tongues & prophesying in worship, 14:1-25 

Lack of control/order in speaking, 14:26-32 

Silence is for all! 14:28, 30 

Commanded for all congregations, 14:34 

Every member is gifted and is important, 
(women included) (12:4-7) 

Primacy of love! Remember chapter 13!

Can women speak in church or must 
they remain silent in the church?
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The essential truth of  Christianity
I want to remind you of the gospel I 
preached to you, which you received 
and on which you have taken your 
stand. By this gospel you are saved, … 
For what I received I passed on to you 
as of first importance: that Christ died for 
our sins according to the Scriptures, that 
he was buried, that he was raised on the 
third day according to the Scriptures. 
                         (15:1–4)
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Death is not the end of  our story!
As in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be 
made alive. But each in turn: Christ, the 
firstfruits; then, when he comes, those 
who belong to him. Then the end will 
come, when he hands over the kingdom 
to God the Father after he has destroyed 
all dominion, authority and power. For he 
must reign until he has put all his 
enemies under his feet. The last enemy 
to be destroyed is death.  (15:22–26)
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We will be raised & changed forever

Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all 
sleep, but we will all be changed—in a 
flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the 
dead will be raised imperishable, and we 
will be changed. For the perishable must 
clothe itself with the imperishable, and 
the mortal with immortality. … “Death has 
been swallowed up in victory.” (15:51–53)



36

Christ has defeated death!
Thanks be to God! He gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Therefore, my dear brothers and 
sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move 
you. Always give yourselves fully to 
the work of the Lord, because you 
know that your labor in the Lord is not 
in vain. (15:57–58)



See you next week!

2 Corinthians- 
God’s ambassador 
answers his critics


