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Galatians: 

Emancipation 
Proclamation 

of  
Christianity 

it is our 
Magna Carta 
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Paul’s biography and credentials

★ Once a persecutor of the church, 1:23 
★ Called as the apostle to Gentiles, 1:16 
★ A staunch opponent of Judaizers, 2:1-5 
★ “Endorsed” by the other apostles, 2:9 
★ Holy Spirit & miracles were evident, 3:2 

★ Illness prompted his ministry there, 4:13 
★ Paul is their spiritual father, 4:19-20 
★ He bore the scars of persecution, 6:17
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But which Galatia?

 South Galatia?    or North Galatia? 

 Political?             or Ethnographical? 

 First mission?     or Second mission? 

 49-50 A.D.?        or 53-57 A.D.? 

 Before Acts 15?  or After Jsm. council? 

 From Antioch?    or From Corinth?



Paul’s first 
mission is in 

South Galatia, 
the probable 
recipients of 

Galatians

Text

South

On his second 
mission Paul 
travels thru 

North Galatia, 
in Acts 16, but 
no record of 

church planting

North



6

Recipients/addressees of  Galatians
★ Multiple “house” churches, 1:2 

★ Founded by Paul,  3:1-3; 4:13-14 

★ Revered Paul as an “angel of God,” 4:14 

★ Would sacrifice their eyes for Paul, 4:15 

★ Primarily Gentiles = not circumcised, 5:2 

★ Familiar with the Old Testament, 3:6-9 

★ Should be “mature” in their faith, 5:7-12 

★ Fell prey to a new, deviant gospel, 1:6-7



Controversy at Galatia

➡Strikes at the very 
heart of the gospel 

➡Substitutes “another” 
gospel (non-gospel) 

➡Misrepresents grace 
➡Eliminates the cross 
➡Brings bondage



GALATIANS: Standing Firm For Justification by Faith
Key verse: 5:1  Christ has set us free. Stand firm,…do not…be burdened again by a yoke of slavery 

Key Words:  
Christ, Cross,   
Gospel, Faith, 
Circumcision, 
Law/Grace, 
Flesh/Spirit, 
Liberty,        
Free

1:1-10      1:11                                                    3:1                                                        5:1                                         6:18

In
tro

du
ct

io
n         Practical: 

  Freedom           
in Christ

By Paul  
in 49 A.D.  
from 
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l! Source of Paul’s Gospel    Content of Paul’s Gospel     Effect of Paul’s Gospel
By revelation from Jesus Christ         Justification is by faith not by law         Faith brings freedom from the flesh 
Affirmed by the apostles                    Affirmed by Abraham                            Affirmed by the Holy Spirit

Christ: 
Christ lives in me!                                    Christ died for me!                           Christ lives through me!                        

I am crucified with Christ              I am redeemed from a curse by Christ         I now fulfill the law of Christ

The Law 
Cannot make a man righteous                 Came later to lead us to Christ        Brings us back under slavery       
If righteousness could be gained        Now that faith has come, we are no      If you are led by the Spirit ,        
by the law- Christ died for nothing!   longer under supervision of the law.        you are not under the law!

The Emancipation Proclamation of Christianity

Paul’s Defense of: 
         Personal: 

  His Gospel

         Doctrinal: 

  Justification            
by Faith
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Salvation is by grace alone,  
through faith alone,  

in Christ alone!

Central idea of  Galatians

Knowing that a man is not justified by 
the works of the Law but through faith 

in Christ Jesus, 2:15

It is for freedom that Christ has set us free, 
stand firm, then, do not let yourselves be 
burdened again by a yoke of slavery. 5:1

Key verses
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Source of Paul’s gospel:       1-2        
by God’s revelation alone 

Paul’s Reasoning in Galatians

Content of Paul’s gospel:       3-4        
justification by faith alone 

Application of Paul’s gospel:  5-6        
live free by the Spirit alone 
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Paul’s Gospel Defended: 1-2

★ Intro. is brief, confrontational:    1:1-5 

★ Issue is source of the gospel:    1:6-10 

★ By direct, divine revelation:        1:11-24 

★ Authenticated by Jsm. apostles: 2:1-14 

★ Transition to content of gospel:  2:15-16 

★ Grace does not promote sin:      2:17-21    
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Paul, an apostle—sent not from men nor by 
a man, but by Jesus Christ and God the 
Father, who raised him from the dead—and 
all the brothers and sisters with me, to the 
churches in Galatia: Grace and peace to 
you from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins 
to rescue us from the present evil age, 
according to the will of our God and Father, 
to whom be glory for ever and ever. (1:1–5)

Paul’s credentials and greeting! 
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I am astonished that you are so quickly 
deserting the one who called you to live in 
the grace of Christ and are turning to a 
different gospel—which is really no gospel 
at all. Evidently some people are throwing 
you into confusion and are trying to pervert 
the gospel of Christ. But even if we or an 
angel from heaven should preach a gospel 
other than the one we preached to you, let 
them be under God’s curse! (1:6–8)

Paul’s opening is abrupt, intense! 
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I want you to know, brothers and sisters, 
that the gospel I preached is not something 
man made up. I did not receive it from any 
man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it 
by revelation from Jesus Christ. (1:11–12)

Paul’s Gospel came by revelation! 

It was examined by the Apostles! 
I presented to them the gospel that I 
preach among the Gentiles. I wanted to 
be sure I was not running and had not 
been running my race in vain. (2:1–2)
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They added nothing to my message. On the 
contrary, they recognized that I had been 
entrusted with the task of preaching the gospel 
to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been 
to the circumcised. For God, who was at work 
in Peter as an apostle to the circumcised, was 
also at work in me as an apostle to the 
Gentiles. James, Cephas and John, those 
esteemed as pillars, gave me and Barnabas 
the right hand of fellowship when they 
recognized the grace given to me. (2:7–9)

It was confirmed by the Apostles! 
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“We who are Jews by birth and not 
sinful Gentiles know that a person is not 
justified by the works of the law, but by 
faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have 
put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may 
be justified by faith in Christ and not by 
the works of the law, because by the 
works of the law no one will be justified. 
                       (2:15–16)

Paul defined & defended the Gospel! 
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Justification by Faith Defended: 3-4

★ Finish like you started-by faith:  3:1-5  

★ Abraham was justified by faith:  3:6-25 

★ Jew/Gentile are one in Christ    3:26-4:7 

★ To turn back is enslavement:     4:8-20 

★ Analogy of Hagar and Sarah:    4:21-31
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You foo l i sh Ga la t ians ! Who has 
bewitched you? Before your very eyes 
Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as 
crucified. I would like to learn just one 
thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit 
by the works of the law, or by believing 
what you heard? Are you so foolish? After 
beginning by means of the Spirit, are you 
now trying to finish by means of the flesh? 
                         (3:1–3)

Paul’s rebuke and challenge! 
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Consider Abraham, “He believed God, and 
it was credited to him as righteousness.” 
… Scripture foresaw that God would justify 
the Gentiles by faith, and announced the 
gospel in advance to Abraham: “All 
nations will be blessed through you.” So 
those who rely on faith are blessed along 
with Abraham, the man of faith. (3:6-9)

Learn from Abraham’s example! 

Abraham was justified by faith alone! 
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All who rely on the works of the law are 
under a curse, as it is written: “Cursed is 
everyone who does not continue to do 
everything written in the Book of the Law.”

Under the Law all are condemned! 

Christ bore our penalty on the cross! 

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the 
law by becoming a curse for us, for it is 
written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung 
on a tree.” (3:10–13)
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The Scripture declares that the whole 
world is a prisoner of sin. … Before this 
faith came, we were held prisoners by 
the law, locked up until faith should be 
revealed. So the law was put in charge 
to lead us to Christ that we might be 
justified by faith. Now that faith has 
come, we are no longer under the 
supervision of the law. (3:22–25)

Why the Law? What is its purpose? 
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But when the set time had fully come, 
God sent his Son, born of a woman, born 
under the law, to redeem those under the 
law, that we might receive adoption to 
sonship. Because you are his sons, God 
sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 
the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 
So you are no longer a slave, but God’s 
child; and since you are his child, God 
has made you also an heir. (4:4–7)

God’s great redemption plan! 
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Freedom in Christ Defended: 5-6

★ Stand firm in freedom in Christ! 5:1-12 

★ Safeguard freedom with love:    5:13-15 

★ Walk and live by the Spirit-        5:16-26 

★ Live in love toward others-         6:1-10 
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It was for freedom that Christ set us 
free; therefore keep standing firm and 
do not be subject again to a yoke of 
slavery. Behold I, Paul, say to you that if 
you receive circumcision, Christ will be 
of no benefit to you. … he is under 
obligation to keep the whole Law. You 
have been severed from Christ, you 
who are seeking to be justified by law; 
you have fallen from grace. (5:1–4)

Stand firm in your faith in Christ! 
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For you were called to freedom, 
brethren; only do not turn your freedom 
into an opportunity for the flesh, but 
through love serve one another. 

For the whole Law is fulfilled in one 
word, in the statement, “You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.” (5:13–14)

But, grace is not a license to sin! 

It is a call to serve one another! 
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So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will 
not gratify the desires of the flesh. For 
the flesh desires what is contrary to the 
Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to 
the flesh. They are in conflict with each 
other, so that you are not to do whatever 
you want. But if you are led by the Spirit, 
you are not under the law. (5:16–18)

The flesh is your real enemy!

The Spirit is your source of  victory! 
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The acts of the sinful nature are 
obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and 
debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; 
hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, 
selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 
and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the 
like. I warn you, as I did before, that 
those who live like this will not inherit 
the kingdom of God. (5:19–21)

The actions of  the flesh are obvious!
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But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, forbearance, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness 
and self-control. Against such things 
there is no law. Those who belong to 
Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh 
with its passions and desires. Since 
we live by the Spirit, let us keep in 
step with the Spirit. (5:22–25)

The Spirit produces better fruit!
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Brothers and sisters, if someone is 
caught in a sin, you who live by the 
Spirit should restore that person 
gently. But watch yourselves, or you 
also may be tempted. Carry each 
other’s burdens, and in this way you 
will fulfill the law of Christ. (6:1–2)

You are your brother’s/sister’s keeper!

But, you are not their judge and jury!
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If anyone thinks they are something 
when they are nothing, they deceive 
themselves. Each one should test 
their own actions. Then they can                             
take pride in themselves alone, 
without comparing themselves to 
someone else, for each one should 
carry their own load.  (6:3–5)

First, evaluate your own actions!
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A man reaps what he sows. Whoever 
sows to please their sinful nature, from 
that nature will reap destruction; 
whoever sows to please the Spirit, 
from the Spirit will reap eternal life. Let 
us not become weary in doing good, 
for at the proper time we will reap a 
harvest if we do not give up. (6:7–9)

Remember the law of  the harvest!
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Therefore, as we have opportunity, 
let us do good to all people, 
especially to those who belong to 
the family of believers. (6:10)

The world needs more “do-gooders”

Let us all be “do-gooders”
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May I never boast except in the cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
which the world has been crucified to 
me, and I to the world. Neither 
circumcision nor uncircumcision 
means anything; what counts is the 
new creation. Peace and mercy to all 
who follow this rule— (6:14–16)

It is all because of  the cross of  Christ!
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Paul’s appeal to us today:
 Guard the truth/purity of the Gospel! 
Salvation is by grace alone, through  
faith alone in Jesus Christ alone 
 Never forget what grace cost Christ!    
Christ set us free from the Law by  
bearing its/our curse on the cross. 
 Never allow grace to be a cloak for sin 
We are justified by faith alone and set 
free from sin not set free for or to sin. 
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Paul’s appeal to us today:

 Always walk in and by the Holy Spirit 
Let us not abuse grace but stand firm  
and live free by the Holy Spirit! 

 Cherish and champion the cross!         
Let us joyfully embrace the cross and 
live by faith in Jesus, the Son of God 
who loved us and gave himself for us!



See you next week!

Ephesians: 
Walking worthy 

of  our calling in Christ


