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Hearing from 
God through 
his Word this 

Christmas



“Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 
but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all 
things, through whom also he created the world. (Hebrews 1:1–2)”

Imagine that – God has spoken to us! The King and Lord of the Universe has spoken 
specifically, through His Word, to you and me. We have those words in written form in a 
book called the Bible. The Bible, God’s Word, speaks about the Word made flesh, Jesus. 

As we approach Christmas in this season we call Advent, I want to encourage you to 
develop a habit of daily Bible reading. The best, most effective way to grow as a learner 
and follower of God is to read your Bible every day. This devotional is designed to get 
you into God’s Word each day this Christmas season. 

It is called an Advent Devotional because advent is the time of waiting or preparation 
before Christmas. It is both a preparation to celebrate again the first coming of Jesus at 
Christmas, and also preparation for his second coming, for which we wait in expectant 
hope. As you read these Bible passages each day, reflect, and read the devotional 
thoughts, I pray that you will be inspired and encouraged as you read of the loving 
purposes of God, beginning with Genesis and culminating in the coming of the baby 
Jesus. 

Christmas Blessings, 

Pastor Craig Johnson 

Hearing from God through his Word this Christmas
2018 ADVENT BIBLE READING AND DEVOTIONAL GUIDE



On each page of the devotional, after the verses for the day, you will find three 
images in the left column. These images are there to aid your thinking and 
interaction with the passage. This method of Bible reading is often called the 
Swedish method, a term coined by a missionary who encountered it when she 
worked with a group of Swedish students. 

The light bulb indicates something that shines out for you 
when you read this passage. What stuck out to you in reading 
these verses today? If something stuck out to you, jot it down 
next to the light bulb. 

The next image is a question mark. Did the verses raise any 
questions as you read? Jot down your question and try to 
figure out the answer on your own or with some help from a 
trusted Christian friend at a later time. 

The final image is an arrow. The arrow points toward personal 
application. What is God leading me to know or do from 
these verses? Jot it down so that you remember later. 

You may note one item on a particular day, or one item next to two or three of 
the images on any particular day. The goal is not to fill in the blanks, though, 
but rather to think about what you are reading. If God sparks something in your 
mind, write it down so that you remember it. May God use this method to bless 
the reading of his Word to you this Christmas!



Monday, November 26 
READ GENESIS 1:1-31

The Bible begins with the creation of the world, which makes creation a good 
starting place as we move through the story of the Bible from creation to Christ. 

Genesis 1 emphasizes the goodness of the original creation. Creation shows us 
the goodness of God, culminating in Christ, who was involved in creation.  
For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created 
through him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold 
together (Colossians 1:16–17).

It boggles the mind that the one who was involved in creation, who helped make 
creation good, who holds it together, entered creation to save us. 

Jesus holds it all together, yet he entered creation to be a sacrifice for us. As you 
begin your journey to the cradle, consider these words from a poem by F.W. Pitt, 
entitled Maker of the Universe. 

…His holy fingers made the bough,
which grew the thorns that crowned His brow.
The nails that pierced His hands were mined
in secret places He designed.
He made the forest whence there sprung
the tree on which His body hung.
He died upon a cross of wood,
yet made the hill on which it stood…



Tuesday, November 27 
READ GENESIS 3:1-19

At the heart of creation was the creation of mankind, male and female, in God’s 
image. Adam and Eve, as the first created people, were given instructions by God 
in Genesis 2, but they disobeyed those instructions in Genesis 3. This is how sin 
entered the world. 

Creation led to the introduction of sin into the world through the one man, Adam. 
It would seem that God’s plan was foiled immediately when the first created 
people disobeyed him, but that is not so. Just as God existed before creation, 
so God had a plan to conquer sin, even before creation. Adam points forward to 
Jesus. 

For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 
For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive (1 Cor. 15:21–22). 
Adam and Eve brought sin and death into the world, which would seem to doom 
us. God can use even sin, though, as sin displays God’s plan of salvation to an even 
greater extent. 

Thus it is written, “The first man Adam became a living being”; the last Adam 
became a life-giving spirit (1 Corinthians 15:45). Jesus is called the second Adam 
in the Bible, because he was a man who brought life to those who trust him. The 
second Adam, Jesus, brought resurrection from the dead. The second Adam, Jesus, 
makes alive those who were once dead in sin. Creation and the fall point us to 
Christ, just as the one who first sinned points us to the sin bearer who did not sin. 



Wednesday, November 28 
READ GENESIS 8:20-22, 9:8-13

The story of Noah focuses on the word promise. Sin continued on the earth from 
the time of Adam to Noah. The earth became so wicked that God judged the earth 
and its people for their sin. But in that judgment there was also hope, because 
God planned to save some and establish a covenant with them. God is a God of 
promise, and he always fulfills his promises. 

When Noah came out of the ark, after the flood subsided, his first act was to offer 
a sacrifice to God (Genesis 8:20-21). This sacrifice was pleasing to God, it changed 
God’s attitude toward mankind by turning away his anger through the atonement 
for sins. God promised to never again curse the ground or strike down every 
creature. 

Jesus has done the same for us. He has turned away God’s wrath toward us for 
our sins by his perfect and complete sacrifice. The judgment and sacrifice that 
happened in the story of Noah points forward to an even greater promise and 
promised one. Jesus is the promised one, and all the promises of God find their 
fulfillment in him (2 Corinthians 1:20). Just as the rainbow reminds us of one 
promise, so the manger and the cross remind us of another. 



Thursday, November 29 
READ GENESIS 12:1-7

God continued to work out his promise plan, continuing it through Abram (later 
called Abraham). God chose Abram, although there was really nothing special 
about him. Nothing in this reading indicates that God picked Abram because he 
was a particular kind of person or had skills or abilities that made him worthy. 
What we see in this story, though, is that Abram followed God. Abram was faithful 
to hear God’s call and follow him. 

God made a promise to Abram. God promised that he would bless Abram, make 
Abram great, and that God would bless all the nations through him. These 
promises of blessing will be later reaffirmed in his son Isaac and grandson Jacob, 
but they began with Abram. This blessing is a pattern that points us forward to 
Christ. As Paul writes in Galatians 3:7–9:

Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. And the Scripture, 
foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel 
beforehand to Abraham, saying, ‘In you shall all the nations be blessed.’ So then, 
those who are of faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith. 

Abram heard the gospel! Before Jesus came, Abram trusted God and his promises. 
Abram pointed forward to the full revealing of God’s promise in Jesus, which is 
ours when we receive it by faith. 



Friday, November 30 
READ GENESIS 21:1-7

Part of the promise given to Abraham and Sarah included the promise of a son 
who would be their heir. A baby born to a couple who were 100 years old and 90 
years old – Wow! Promise fulfilled. Baby born. Prayer answered. 

The promise went beyond this couple, though. Miraculous though it was, it 
pointed forward to a more miraculous birth. The birth of Isaac was indeed 
incredible. Even though people lived longer in those days, it was still amazing that 
this old couple had their first child at their age. 

Jesus’ birth was even more amazing. It was amazing because the Holy Spirit 
conceived the baby (Matthew 1:18). Jesus’ birth was even more amazing than the 
birth of Isaac. Isaac was promised, but Jesus is The Promised One. The entirety of 
the Old Testament points forward to the birth of the Promised One. The story of the 
birth of Isaac is just one link in the chain of God’s promise of salvation from the 
Old Testament. 



Saturday, December 1 
READ GENESIS 22:1-14

Faith and substitution: those are the two key words that are on display in this 
passage. We learned a little about Isaac’s parents this week, and we learn a lot 
more about his father, and our heavenly Father, in our reading for today. 

Abram, now Abraham, had his faith tested by God, and he responded in faith. He 
knew God was worthy of trust, so he followed his command. He also knew that 
God would keep his promise, so he believed that if it were necessary, God would 
bring his son back to life again (Hebrews 11:17-19). God didn’t need to bring 
Isaac back to life again, because he had a plan for a substitute sacrifice, which 
points us to Christ. 

Indeed, the promise to Abraham in Genesis 13:15 and 17:8 pointed forward to 
Jesus. Paul writes, Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his offspring. 
It does not say, “And to offsprings,” referring to many, but referring to one, “And to 
your offspring,” who is Christ (Galatians 3:16). A substitute was provided for Isaac 
so that God’s promise for a substitute for all believers could come through his 
descendant, Jesus. 



Sunday, December 2
READ LUKE 2:1-5 in preparation for today’s sermon 



Monday, December 3  
READ GENESIS 28:10-22

God not only makes promises to his people, he confirms those promises. The 
story of Jacob’s ladder is one of those confirmations. God had made promises to 
Abraham, Jacob’s grandfather, and to Isaac, Jacob’s father. If I put myself in Jacob’s 
shoes, though, promises made to me would be more encouraging than promises 
made to my ancestors – so God did just that.

The dream of the ladder is a picture of heaven being opened so that we can have 
access to God. In that dream, God is on earth with Jacob, beside him, speaking 
to him (Genesis 28:13). God wants his dwelling place to be with man, as he says 
throughout the Bible. God is granting access to himself for Jacob. 

God is also pointing forward, in this dream, to the one who will give complete 
access to God, Jesus. Jesus himself said, Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see 
heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of 
Man (John 1:51). It’s not just a dream; it’s a promise for us that God will dwell 
with us. We can have confident access to God and his holy place through Jesus 
(Hebrews 10:19–20). Rejoice in that promise today. 



Tuesday, December 4 
READ DEUTERONOMY 5:1-22

You might think, as you read this passage, that the theme today would be the 
law. When you read the first few verses of Deuteronomy 5, though, you see that 
Moses is talking about the covenant God made with his people. This covenant was 
instituted with the giving of the Ten Commandments. 

What is a covenant? A covenant could be defined as “a chosen relationship in 
which two parties make binding promises to each other.” In most covenants in 
the Bible God keeps the covenant for us, because we are unable to fulfill the 
agreement because of our sin. This was the case with Israel, as it says in Hebrews 
8, they did not continue in the covenant to keep it. They were unable to keep it 
because of their sin, just as we are unable to obey God perfectly. 

But God had a plan. Throughout the prophetic books we see God’s intention to 
establish a new covenant that would supersede the old. The author of Hebrews 
emphasizes this truth. For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those 
who are being sanctified (Hebrews 10:14). The newness of the new covenant is 
Jesus. His one sacrifice, replacing the constant sacrifices of the law, brings the 
forgiveness that the old covenant could never bring. The law and the old covenant 
point forward to Christ. 



Wednesday, December 5
READ JOSHUA 2:1-21

It might seem odd to you that today’s reading is about Rahab helping the spies. 
What does that have to do with Jesus? A great deal, as we remember the many 
times that Rahab is mentioned in the New Testament. 

We first see Rahab’s connection to Jesus in the genealogy of Matthew: and 
Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and 
Obed the father of Jesse (Matthew 1:5). She was the great, great grandmother of 
King David! Rahab herself is in the line that led to Jesus. 

Matthew includes this woman of questionable background because of her faith, 
since God used her to save the spies. The author of Hebrews says just that. By faith 
Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she 
had given a friendly welcome to the spies (Hebrews 11:31). Rahab showed her 
faith by helping the spies (James 2:25). 

Rahab made it possible for God’s people to enter the Promised Land, to have 
David as their king, and to eventually have Jesus as a descendant of David. All this 
was done by the grace and plan of God, through his faithful servant. 



Thursday, December 6 
RUTH 1:15-2:13

Ruth is another unlikely hero in the line of Jesus. Just as we read yesterday of 
her mother in law Rahab’s example, Ruth’s story is characterized by an unlikely 
redemption. 

Ruth left her country, her people and family to return to Israel with Naomi. She 
left everything she knew to go with her mother in law, whom she hardly knew. The 
story continued as Ruth provided for herself and Naomi by gleaning in the field of 
Boaz, who happened to be her kinsman and redeemer. 

Through this redeemer, who she married, her desperate condition radically 
changed. Ruth and Naomi were in a condition of physical and spiritual emptiness, 
but God made them full (Ruth 1:21; 3:17). Naomi and Ruth experienced a very 
bitter providence, but God made what was bitter pleasant (Ruth 1:20). God made 
Ruth’s last kindness to Naomi better than the first (Ruth 3:10). God reversed 
everything that was desperate about their previous condition. 

Jesus redeems us from our desperate conditions in a much greater way. He 
provides redemption that no mere man could provide, making us part of his 
family. Ruth, like Rahab, anticipates for us Jesus, who incorporates Gentile 
“sinners” into his family and kingdom through his grace and mercy. 



Friday, December 7 
ISAIAH 11:1-5

This is such a great picture! It should be a great encouragement to us. The theme 
of the Jesse tree that is found in this passage is an image that is the basis for our 
journey through Scripture this advent. 

The image illustrates a couple truths. First, there is a stump because the tree, 
which was Israel, was cut down because of sin. God cut down his own tree. He 
takes sin seriously in his people. We are not immune to his judgment. Cutting a 
tree down to its stump is a drastic action to destroy a tree that is sick and dying. 

Second, there is hope because there is still a stump left. The tree is not totally 
dead and gone. No one has come with a stump grinder to destroy it, because God 
allowed the stump to remain for a purpose. Even though his people sinned, he 
still had a plan for them, for the faithful remnant that remained. Out of that stump 
would grow the heir of Jesse, the righteous branch, Jesus. From that branch his 
people would grow, a people that includes all who trust in Jesus.  Consider today 
your great sin and your greater Savior. 



Saturday, December 8  
1 SAMUEL 16:1-13

We come today to the anointing of the greatest king of Israel, David. We again 
pick up the family line of Jesus with Jesse, who was referred to in our reading 
from yesterday. Today let’s consider just one verse and how it points us to Jesus. 

But the Lord said to Samuel, Do not look on his appearance or on the height of 
his stature, because I have rejected him. For the Lord sees not as man sees: man 
looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart (1 Samuel 16:7). 
Samuel was caught up in outward stature and looks as a sign that the oldest was 
the chosen one, but God turned Samuel away from this form of discernment. 

Isaiah says much the same in his prophesy of Jesus. … he had no form or majesty 
that we should look at him, and no beauty that we should desire him (Isaiah 53:2). 
Jesus did not have great looks or anything else on the outside that made him look 
impressive. He was born in obscurity in a lowly manger, and nothing about him 
made others assume he was great. 

As Paul writes (1 Corinthians 1:28), God has the practice of choosing the lowly 
and despised. Why does he do that? God does that so that we cannot boast in 
ourselves but in the Lord. The anointing of David, the birth of Jesus, and Jesus’ 
death on the cross all occur in lowly circumstances, planned by God to teach us to 
rest our faith and hope on God and his power in our lives. 



Sunday, December 9
READ LUKE 2:6-7 in preparation for today’s sermon 



Monday, December 10 
2 SAMUEL 5:1-5

The installation of the king was a momentous event in the life of the nation, 
and David’s installation was the most momentous of them all. The man who 
killed Goliath, who was on run for years from Saul, who would be the epitome of 
kingship in Israel, but who would also sin greatly, was crowned as king! This day 
brought great rejoicing.

This greatest king of the nation of Israel points forward to the greatest king of the 
universe. David was a worthy king, but there is one who was and is more worthy. 
And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open 
its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God 
from every tribe and language and people and nation, and you have made them 
a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth” (Revelation 
5:9–10).

What does a king do? He reigns over his kingdom. He defeats his enemies. He 
leads and cares for his people. He receives glory and praise. The King of kings does 
just that for us. They will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, 
for he is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those with him are called and chosen 
and faithful (Revelation 17:14). All his enemies will one day be made a footstool 
for his feet (Psalm 110:1) when he comes to reign again. Come quickly, Lord!



Tuesday, December 11 
1 KINGS 18:19-24, 36-39

Elijah was truly a prophet of power, as the angel said to Zechariah (Luke 1:17). 
Elijah’s power was the power of God, in stark contrast to lack of power of the 
prophets of Baal. Elijah’s desire in this contest is told to us in verse 37: Answer me, 
O Lord, answer me, that this people may know that you, O Lord, are God, and that 
you have turned their hearts back.

The same phrase pops up in the closing verse of the Old Testament, And he will 
turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, 
lest I come and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction (Malachi 4:6). 
Malachi is anticipating a prophet who will come to turn the people and their 
families back to a loyalty of faith towards God. 

This is exactly what the angel says to Zechariah in the temple in Luke 1:17: and he 
will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers 
to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for 
the Lord a people prepared. John the Baptist was like Elijah, preparing the way for 
the greatest prophet, Jesus, the Son of God. Elijah was used by God to not only 
turn his people back to God, but to point forward to the one who could turn all his 
people back to God.



Wednesday, December 12  
ISAIAH 11:1-9

Today we will look at Isaiah 11 to look at it a little more fully. This passage 
describes the rule (3-5) and the world (6-9) of the Messiah, when he comes. 

What will his rule be like? First, he will rule in righteousness. What does that 
mean? All his judgments will be right and just. Nothing will sway the Messiah 
when he makes a decision, not sentiment, or feelings, or what he sees. Each 
person will get exactly what he or she deserves, unlike what often happens in our 
world today. His clothing itself indicates his nature, one of complete and perfect 
righteousness. 

Second, the world he rules will be characterized by incomparable peace. He will 
bring what sounds like a new Garden of Eden. Predators and prey will now be 
reconciled (v. 6). They will be at such peace with one another that even a little child 
can rule over them. Beasts will have their nature changed and eat the same food 
(v. 7). The curse between the serpent and the woman will be removed (v. 8). This 
Eden will fill the whole earth because the knowledge of God will cover it all (v. 9). 

We don’t experience that rule and that kind of world yet, do we? Not entirely, but 
we can experience it in some ways in our hearts and lives as Christians, as Paul 
commands us to allow the peace of Christ to rule in our hearts (Colossians 3:15). 
That is the peace that Jesus brought, partially, and that he will complete in the end 
when he comes again. Lord, come quickly! 



Thursday, December 13
ISAIAH 35:1-2

In many ways this passage takes us full circle, from the wilderness of the Exodus to 
the beauty and blessing of the New Heavens and New Earth. 

In verse 1, Isaiah is referring back to the wilderness wandering that God’s people 
experienced after they left Egypt, before they entered the Promised Land. The 
desert is a dry, uninhabitable place, but God continually provided for them for 
forty years. It did bloom and blossom. 

The world is no longer the garden it was in the beginning. The world has deserts 
because of sin. The world itself waits for redemption (Romans 8:20-21). Isaiah is 
giving a picture of what this redemption will look like. The world itself will bloom 
and blossom abundantly, so much so that it will rejoice with joy and singing! 

How will this happen? The glory of the Lord will bring it. Every valley shall be lifted 
up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become 
level, and the rough places a plain. And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and 
all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken (Isaiah 40:4–5). 
Everyone will see the glory of God when the one for whom the way has been 
prepared comes. Jesus is that person. He began that process at his first coming, 
and he will complete it at his second coming. 



Friday, December 14  
READ DANIEL 6:1-28

Daniel in the lion’s den is probably the most well-known story from the book 
of Daniel, and one of the most well-known of the whole Bible. God’s power to 
save those who are faithful to him is illustrated supremely in this story. This story 
is important as we make our way to the birth of Jesus, because Daniel’s story 
parallels in many ways what occurred in the life of Jesus. 

How are the two similar? Just as they conspired against Daniel, so the leaders 
conspired against Jesus to have him put to death. They looked for some way to 
convict Daniel by the law, just as the leaders did with Jesus. The political leaders 
at the time, Darius and Pilate, tried unsuccessfully to save Daniel and Jesus. Both 
Daniel and Jesus trusted in God to deliver them. Both came out of the pit, Daniel 
out of the literal pit, Jesus out of the figurative pit of death. 

But Jesus is even greater than Daniel. Jesus was far more blameless than Daniel, 
perfect and without sin. Daniel was saved from death, but Jesus actually died, 
rose, and lives forever for us. Daniel was exalted in his kingdom, but God has 
highly exalted Jesus and given him a name above every name, so that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father 
(Philippians 2:10–11). This is the Jesus we worship at Christmas!



Saturday, December 15 
EZEKIEL 2:9-3:3

Ezekiel, like all the prophets of the Old Testament, was given God’s Word to tell to 
God’s people. The call of the prophets was to foretell and forth-tell, meaning that 
they told of the future, but also spoke forth God’s Word to God’s people in their 
present circumstances and context. 

This is pictured in the book of Ezekiel when Ezekiel is shown a scroll, upon which 
were the complete words of God for him to speak. He was to eat this scroll, 
figuratively, or to take all of God’s words into himself so that he could understand 
them and then speak them from what was inside him. John was told to do the 
same in Revelation 10:8-11. 

These prophets were told to eat in order to have God’s words in them, but Jesus 
is the Word, made flesh. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth 
(John 1:14). He did not need to eat, for he was already the Word of God, given so 
that others could tell about him. All the prophets pointed forward to the Prophet 
beyond compare, Jesus. Rejoice that Jesus came to be God’s Word in the flesh, 
and to take away our sins so that he could bring us to God. 



Sunday December 16
READ LUKE 2:8-14 in preparation for today’s sermon 



Monday, December 17  
READ ISAIAH 9:1-7 

There was great turmoil at the time when Isaiah wrote this chapter. The nation of 
Israel was divided and their leader was not following God. There seemed to be no 
hope. In that hopeless and dark situation God brought light and hope through 
prophecy about a different time that would be coming. 

In this coming time light and joy would reign, rather than darkness and sorrow. 
Just as God, at that time, delivered his people from other nations that oppressed 
them, in a later time God would redeem his people from spiritual oppression. 

God’s coming redemption of his people from oppression would come from – a 
child?! This child would far exceed any that came before him. He would be 
powerful and caring. The length of his reign would be forever! This will be 
accomplished by the great desire, passion and zeal of the Lord, for his glory, shown 
through the salvation of his people. 

As we prepare to celebrate again the birth of Jesus in little more than a week, 
reflect on this great promise that God accomplished through his Son, and will 
complete when we reign with him forever in the new heavens and earth!



Tuesday, December 18
READ LUKE 1:5-25 

This week, as we read of the birth of Jesus in Luke and Matthew, notice how 
God prepared the way for Jesus’ birth. The first step was a visit to Zechariah, the 
eventual father of John the Baptist, as he served in the temple, the house of God. 

This was a miraculous visit for a Jewish person, because God had not been 
active in the lives of his people for 400 years. God had been silent – no prophet 
had spoken since Malachi. To say that Zechariah was shocked by the angel is an 
understatement. An angel appeared to him in the temple, and spoke great news 
about his son (a son – how could that be?!) and the one before whom he would go 
before! Zechariah, doubted, though what God said through the angel. 

God showed Zechariah that he is good and loving, through the provision of a son.  
God showed Zechariah that he is powerful enough to do exactly what He said, by 
giving them a son in their old age. God proved his trustworthiness. Trust God and 
his Word today.



Wednesday, December 19 
READ LUKE 1:26-33

What is the significance of how the angel greets Mary?

First, Mary is given special, divine favor from God. The root of the word favor is 
often translated in the New Testament as grace. God gave Mary special grace for 
the task that was ahead of her. Mary was not a dispenser of grace, as some would 
believe, but rather she was shown special favor by God for the task for which God 
had chosen her, bearing the Son of God. This had nothing to do with anything in 
her that set her apart. She was a humble girl, from an unimportant place, yet God 
chose her for this important role and gave her grace to perform it. 

Second, God not only chose her, he said he would be with Mary in a special way. 
That’s the promise of all of Scripture, that God would be with us.  Behold, the 
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel (which 
means, God with us) (Matthew 1:23). God’s plan from the beginning of time until 
the end of time is to be with us. He is the good news, and his presence is all that 
we need. 

We can all have God’s grace and his presence with us. When we trust God by 
faith we receive his Holy Spirit. That’s the promise of Jesus, given by God. We can 
experience his new birth in our lives and his presence with us, always, by faith. 
What an indescribable gift! 



Thursday, December 20
READ MATTHEW 1:18-24

God’s intervention is laced throughout this passage. Take note in this passage of 
three ways God showed his intervention to accomplish what he desires. 

First, God intervened to bring about the birth of Jesus. We see this in verse 18, 
when Mary is found to be with child by the Holy Spirit. God intervened in time, 
at just the right time, to bring about the birth of his son. The heavens came down 
to earth to dwell among us, by a miraculous conception in an ordinary woman’s 
womb. God intervened in space and time. 

Second, God intervened in Joseph’s plans. When Joseph discovered that Mary 
was pregnant, he formulated a plan in his own mind to protect her and himself. 
Joseph had this plan set in his mind, he was considering carrying it out, but God 
intervened in his plans through a dream. God made clear that his plan was better 
than Joseph’s plan. Joseph’s plan was an error in understanding. God’s plan was 
to change time and history. 

Third, God intervened to be with us by becoming a man. God had made his plan 
known through the prophets in the Old Testament, through angels, through 
revealing himself to men, but God himself had never become a man before now. 
God’s intervention was fully personal. God became a baby, a flesh and blood 
human being, in his fullest revelation to us. He showed himself to us so that we 
could come to know him. Thank you, Lord, for entering our world! 



Friday, December 21 
READ LUKE 1:34-38

The birth of a child is a miraculous event! It’s amazing to see how a child comes 
into the world. The birth of some children is even more remarkable. Sarah was 
almost 90 years old when she was told by the angel that she would have a son. 
She laughed, thinking ‘that is so hard to believe!’ But the angel said to Abraham, 
Is anything too hard for the Lord? At the appointed time I will return to you, about 
this time next year, and Sarah shall have a son (Genesis 18:14). Elderly Abraham 
and Sarah did have a son.

The birth of Isaac to Sarah was amazing, but it only foreshadowed a more amazing 
birth that would happen to Mary, as an angel came again to visit a woman. 
Mary’s problem was not age, although by our standards she was fairly young. 
The difficulty was not in being able to bear a child, rather how would she bear a 
child without knowing a man? It was 100 times more difficult for Mary than it was 
for Sarah, but nothing is too hard for the Lord. The Holy Spirit would cause it to 
happen. 

The same power of the Holy Spirit causes new birth in your life and mine. We 
cannot cause spiritual life to begin in our lives. We are each dead in our sins. Birth 
only happens by the direct intervention of the Holy Spirit. It is just as miraculous 
of an event! God gives us new life in Christ, because of the birth of Christ by Mary. 
Nothing is impossible with God! 



Saturday, December 22 
READ LUKE 2:1-6

This journey to Bethlehem was the last thing, I am sure, that Mary and Joseph 
wanted to do. With Mary being pregnant, they didn’t really want to make a trip, by 
walking or by donkey, up the mountains over 2000 feet to Bethlehem. This was a 
long journey of about eighty miles. Her pregnancy would make the journey slow 
and tiring. 

It wasn’t their decision. The Roman ruler, who considered himself a god, decreed 
that everyone should be counted, and you had to be counted in your hometown. 
This meant that they had to travel to Joseph’s hometown, Bethlehem. In 
obedience to the decree, they went. 

There isn’t any indication that they understood the significance of having their 
child born in Bethlehem. They both knew, through the visit of the angel, that this 
birth would be special, but they probably didn’t equate the birth yet with the Old 
Testament prophecy. That understanding would come later in life.

Joseph and Mary didn’t think, most likely, that they would end up having a baby 
in Bethlehem. But God seems to work that way, doesn’t he? Our plans are often 
not his plans and his plans are far above our plans. For my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord (Isaiah 55:9). Luke 
records no complaining about this journey. Mary and Joseph had learned to 
quietly trust God. May God work in us the same trust. 



Sunday, December 23
READ LUKE 2:15-17A in preparation for today’s sermon 



Monday, December 24 
READ LUKE 2:6-21

On this last day of our devotionals, we consider the birth of Jesus. Most likely, it’s 
a very familiar story to you. So, instead of making comments on it, I would ask you 
to consider a few questions as you meditate on the story.

Mary and Joseph experienced the birth of their son in a lowly and dirty stable. It 
wasn’t ideal. How has God shown you his grace in this last year in less than ideal 
circumstances? 

The shepherds, undeserving people out in the fields at night, experienced the 
glory of God in an incredible visit from angels. We probably will not experience 
anything even close to what those shepherds saw, but God does still show us his 
glory in small ways. Is there any event in this past year through which God has 
showed you his greatness? 

The shepherds obeyed. They went and saw what God had told them, and they told 
others about the things the angels told them. Who would God have you tell about 
the good news of his birth? 
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