
Journey 
through 
the Bible

Book by book 
Bible study

Christ is our all  

sufficient sacrifice!

Purpose of  Hebrews

 Prove the supremacy of Christ 

 Exhort believers to persist in the faith 

 Encourage them to go on to maturity 

 Equip them to face persecution 

 Correct false doctrine 

 Call to a firm commitment to Christ

Therefore, since we have  
a great high priest  

who has ascended into heaven,       
Jesus the Son of God,                     

let us hold firmly  
to the faith we profess  
(Hebrews 4:14, NIV)

Key verse of  Hebrews

HEBREWS: Hold Firmly to Faith in Jesus, the Great High Priest
Key verse- 4:14, Therefore, since we have a great high priest… Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.

Superiority of     
Jesus as God’s Son, 

Great High Priest 

A.D. 64 
To second 
generation 
Jewish 
Christians 
facing 
increased 
persecution 
and 
tempted to 
return to 
Judaism
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In the past God spoke to our ancestors 
through the prophets  

at many times and in various ways,  
but in these last days  

he has spoken to us by his Son,  
whom he appointed heir of all things, 

and through whom also  
he made the universe. (1:1–2)

Introductory theme of  Hebrews



Superiority of  Jesus, the Son of  God

The Son is the radiance of God’s glory, 
the exact representation of His being, 
sustaining all things by His powerful 

word. After He had provided 
purification for sins,  

He sat down at the right hand  
of the Majesty in heaven. (1:3)

Jesus, the Man, is Creator and Savior

Jesus, the Son, is Superior to angels

So He became as much superior to 
the angels as the name He has 
inherited is superior to theirs. For to 
which of the angels did God ever say, 
“You are My Son; today I have 
become Your Father”? … “I will be his 
Father, and he will be my Son.” (1:4-5)

Jesus was/is eternally the Son God

“Your throne, O God, will last for 
ever and ever; a scepter of justice 
will be the scepter of your kingdom. 
You have loved righteousness and 
hated wickedness; therefore God, 
your God, has set you above your 
companions by anointing you with 
the oil of joy.” (1:8–9)

Jesus rules over an eternal kingdom
“In the beginning, Lord, you laid the 
foundations of the earth, and the 
heavens are the work of your hands. 
They will perish, but you remain; they 
will all wear out like a garment. You 
will roll them up like a robe; like a 
garment they will be changed. But 
you remain the same, and your years 
will never end.” (1:10–12)

Jesus is Creator, the Eternal God

To which of the angels did God ever 
say, “Sit at my right hand until I make 
your enemies a footstool for your feet”?  

Are not all angels ministering spirits 
sent to serve those who will inherit 
salvation?  (1:13–14)

Jesus is the Son, the Eternal God, 
the angels are only His servants

That is why we do not worship angels

We must pay the most careful 
attention, therefore, to what we have 
heard, so that we do not drift away. For 
since the message spoken through 
angels was binding, and every violation 
and disobedience received its just 
punishment, how shall we escape if we 
ignore so great a salvation? (2:1–3)

1st warning, the danger of  drifting



This salvation, which was first 
announced by the Lord, was 
confirmed to us by those who heard 
him. God also testified to it by signs, 
wonders and various miracles, and 
by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed 
according to his will. (2:3–4)

1st  warning was with miracles! 

The greater the revelation,  
the greater the responsibility! 

In putting everything under him, God 
left nothing that is not subject to him. 
Yet at present we do not see everything 
subject to him . But we do see Jesus, 
who was made lower than the angels 
for a little while, now crowned with glory 
and honor because He suffered death, 
so that by the grace of God He might 
taste death for everyone. (2:8–9)

Jesus’ incarnation, He became man!

Since the children have flesh and blood, 
He too shared in their humanity so that 
by his death he might break the power 
of him who holds the power of death—
that is, the devil—and free those who all 
their lives were held in slavery by their 
fear of death. For surely it is not angels 
he helps, but Abraham’s descendants.  
                          (2:14–16)

Jesus’ incarnation = Satan’s defeat
For this reason he had to be made 
like them, fully human in every way, in 
order that he might become a merciful 
and faithful high priest in service to 
God, and that he might make 
atonement for the sins of the people. 
Because he himself suffered when he 
was tempted, he is able to help those 
who are being tempted. ( 2:17–18)

Jesus’ incarnation = our high priest

1. Fulfill God’s purpose for man,      2:5-9a            

2. Taste death for all,                        2:9b 

3. Bring many sons to glory,             2:10-13 

4. Break the power of the devil,        2:14 

5. Deliver those in bondage to fear,  2:15 

6. Become a merciful high priest,     2:16-17 

7. Make atonement for sin,               2:17 

8. Provide help for those tempted,    2:18

Why the incarnation of  Jesus? 

Fix your thoughts on Jesus, whom we 
acknowledge as our apostle and high 
priest. He was faithful to the one who 
appointed him, just as Moses was 
faithful in all God’s house. Jesus has 
been found worthy of greater honor than 
Moses, just as the builder of a house 
has greater honor than the house itself. 
                           (3:1–3)

Jesus is superior to Moses!  (3:1-4:13)



For every house is built by someone, 
but God is the builder of everything. 
“Moses was faithful as a servant in 
all God’s house,” … But Christ is 
faithful as the Son over God’s house. 
And we are his house, if indeed we 
hold firmly to our confidence and the 
hope in which we glory. (3:3–7)

Jesus, The Son, is over God’s house!

Today, if you hear his voice, do not 
harden your hearts as you did in the 
rebellion, during the time of testing in 
the wilderness, … That is why I was 
angry with that generation; I said, 
‘Their hearts are always going astray, 
and they have not known my ways.’ So 
I declared on oath in my anger, ‘They 
shall never enter my rest.’ (3:7–11)

2nd warning, danger of  disobedience 

See to it, brothers and sisters, that 
none of you has a sinful, unbelieving 
heart that turns away from the living 
God. But encourage one another daily, 
… We have come to share in Christ, if 
indeed we hold our original conviction 
firmly to the very end. (3:12–14)

We are to be steadfast in our faith 
Therefore, since the promise of 
entering his rest still stands, let us 
be careful that none of you be found 
to have fallen short of it. For we also 
have had the good news proclaimed 
to us, just as they did; but the 
message they heard was of no value 
to them, because those who heard 
did not combine it with faith. (4:1–3)

Why Israel failed to enter God’s “rest”

Since it still remains for some to 
enter that rest, and since those 
who formerly had the good news 
proclaimed to them did not go in 
because of their disobedience, 
God again set a certain day, …  
“Today, if you hear his voice, do 
not harden your hearts.” (4:6–7)

The choice remains for us to make!

There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest 
for the people of God; for anyone 
who enters God’s rest also rests from 
their works, just as God did from his. 
Let us, therefore, make every effort 
to enter that rest, so that no one will 
perish by following their example of 
disobedience. (4:9–11)

Let us go on in obedience to Christ!



The word of God is alive and active. 
Sharper than any double-edged 
sword, it penetrates even to dividing 
soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it 
judges the thoughts and attitudes of 
the heart. Nothing in all creation is 
hidden from God’s sight … to whom 
we must give account. (4:12-13)

God’s word is the final authority
Therefore, since we have a great 
high priest who has ascended into 
heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us 
hold firmly to the faith we profess. …  

Let us then approach God’s throne of 
grace with confidence, so that we 
may receive mercy and find grace to 
help us in our time of need. (4:14,16)

Jesus is our Great High Priest

Son though he was, he learned 
obedience from what he suffered 
and, once made perfect, he became 
the source of eternal salvation for all 
who obey him and was designated 
by God to be high priest in the order 
of Melchizedek. (5:8–10)

Jesus is our source of  salvation
We have much to say about this, but it 
is hard to make it clear to you because 
you no longer try to understand. In 
fact, though by this time you ought to 
be teachers, you need someone to 
teach you the elementary truths of 
God’s word all over again. You need 
milk not solid food! (5:11–12)

3rd warning, danger of  going back 

Anyone who lives on milk, being 
still an infant, is not acquainted with 
the teaching about righteousness. 
But solid food is for the mature, 
who by constant use have trained 
themselves to distinguish good 
from evil. (5:13-14)

It is time to put away baby bottles!

Therefore let us move beyond the 
elementary teachings about Christ and 
be taken forward to maturity, not laying 
again the foundation of repentance 
from acts that lead to death, and of 
faith in God, … the resurrection of the 
dead, and eternal judgment. And God 
permitting, we will do so. (6:1–3)

The alternative: let us grow up, 
we must go on to maturity!



It is impossible for those who have once 
been enlightened, who have tasted the 
heavenly gift, who have shared in the 
Holy Spirit, who have tasted the 
goodness of the word of God and the 
powers of the coming age and who 
have fallen away, to be brought back to 
repentance. … they are crucifying the 
Son of God all over again … (6:4–6)

We can’t start over (be saved again)

Even though we speak like this, dear 
friends, we are convinced of better 
things in your case—the things that 
have to do with salvation. God is not 
unjust; he will not forget your work 
and the love you have shown him as 
you have helped his people and 
continue to help them. (6:9–10)

We expect better things of  you!

We want each of you to show this 
same diligence to the very end, so 
that what you hope for may be fully 
realized. We do not want you to 
become lazy, but to imitate those 
who through faith and patience 
inherit what has been promised.  
                     (6:11–12)

Keep at it! It’s too soon to quit!
Because God wanted to make the 
unchanging nature of His purpose very 
clear to the heirs of what was promised, 
He confirmed it with an oath. God did this 
so that, by two unchangeable things in 
which it is impossible for God to lie, we 
who have fled to take hold of the hope 
set before us may be greatly encouraged. 

                     (6:17–18)

God promised! He keeps His word!

We have this hope as an anchor for 
the soul, firm and secure. It enters 
the inner sanctuary behind the 
curtain, where our forerunner, 
Jesus, has entered on our behalf. 
He has become a high priest 
forever, in the order of Melchizedek. 
                   (6:19–20)

Our hope is secure in heaven! No class next week!

Join together next Sunday 

as we remember Jesus’ 

death and celebrate 

His Resurrection

See you in 2 weeks!


