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Jesus is our  

advocate in heaven!

HEBREWS: Hold Firmly to Faith in Jesus, the Great High Priest
Key verse- 4:14, Therefore, since we have a great high priest… Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.

Superiority of     
Jesus as God’s Son, 

Great High Priest 

A.D. 64 
To second 
generation 
Jewish 
Christians 
facing 
increased 
persecution 
and 
tempted to 
return to 
Judaism
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We are 
here!

—has a perfect priest hood        7:1-28 
—mediated a better covenant    8:1-13 
—serves in a better sanctuary   9:1-10 
—offered a better sacrifice    9:11-10:18 

-in where it was offered (heavenly) 
-in what was offered (His own blood) 
-in what it achieved (eternal salvation)        

Jesus, our Perfect High Priest =



If perfection could have been attained 
through the Levitical priesthood … why 
was there still a need for another priest 
to come … one like Melchizedek?  

… one who has become a priest not 
on the basis of a regulation as to his 
ancestry but on the basis of the power 
of an indestructible life. (7:11-16)

Salvation required a perfect priest!

Jesus became a priest with an oath 
when God said to Him: “The Lord has 
sworn and will not change His mind: 
‘You are a priest forever.’” (7:21)

A priest with a better covenant!

It also required a permanent priest!

Jesus has become the guarantor of a 
better covenant. … because Jesus 
lives forever, He has a permanent 
priesthood. (7:22-24)

Therefore He is ab le to save 
completely those who come to God 
through Him, because He always lives 
to intercede for them. Such a high 
priest truly meets our need—one who 
is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from 
sinners, exalted above the heavens.  
                      (7:25-26)

Jesus is the perfect, eternal priest!

Unlike the other high priests, he does 
not need to offer sacrifices day after 
day, first for his own sins, and then for 
the sins of the people. He sacrificed for 
their sins once for all when he offered 
himself. For the law appoints as high 
priests men in all their weakness; but 
the oath, which came after the law, 
appointed the Son, who has been 
made perfect forever. (7:27–28)

Jesus offered the perfect sacrifice!



Now the main point of what we are 
saying is this: We do have such a high 
priest, who sat down at the right hand 
of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, 
and who serves in the sanctuary, the 
true tabernacle set up by the Lord, not 
by a mere human being. (8:1–2)

Jesus provides the perfect salvation!

He is seated in heaven because  
He provided a full and final salvation

 Sat down- completed ministry 8:1-2 

 Offered- a better sacrifice        8:3-4 

 Serves- in a better sanctuary   8:5 

 Mediated- a better covenant    8:6 

 Founded on- a better promise  8:6 

 Achieved- a better outcome     8:7-13

He initiated a new/better covenant!

The ministry Jesus has received is as 
superior to theirs as the covenant of 
which he is mediator is superior to 
the old one, since the new covenant 
is established on better promises. … 
“The days are coming, declares the 
Lord, when I will make a new 
covenant with the people of Israel 
and with the people of Judah.” (8:6-8)

Jesus mediated a better covenant!

I will put my laws in their minds and 
write them on their hearts. I will be 
their God, and they will be my 
people. No longer will they teach 
their neighbor, or say to one another, 
‘Know the Lord,’ because they will all 
know me, from the least of them to 
the greatest. For I will forgive their 
wickedness and will remember their 
sins no more.” (8:10–12)

A covenant with better provisions!



But when Christ came as high priest … 
He went through the greater and more 
perfect tabernacle that is not made 
with human hands, … He did not enter 
by means of the blood of goats and 
calves; but he entered the Most Holy 
Place once for all by his own blood, 
thus obtaining eternal redemption.  
                        (9:11–12)

Jesus serves in a better sanctuary!

How much more, then, will the blood 
of Christ, who through the eternal 
Spirit offered himself unblemished to 
God, cleanse our consciences from 
acts that lead to death, so that we 
may serve the living God! (9:13–14)

He thus provides a better salvation!

But he has appeared once for all 
at the culmination of the ages to 
do away with sin by the sacrifice of 
himself. Just as people are 
destined to die once, and after that 
to face judgment, so Christ was 
sacrificed once to take away the 
sins of many people; (9:26–28)

His was a ‘once for all’ sacrifice!

It is impossible for the blood of bulls 
and goats to take away sins. …  
But when this priest had offered for 
all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat 
down at the right hand of God. … 
because by one sacrifice he has 
made perfect forever those who are 
being  made holy. (10:4-14)

Jesus did what the law could not do!



Therefore, since we have confidence 
to enter the Most Holy Place by the 
blood of Jesus, by a new and living 
way opened for us through the curtain, 
that is, his body, and since we have a 
great priest over the house of God,  
let us draw near to God with a sincere 
heart and with the full assurance that 
faith brings, (10:19–22)

What should be our response?

… Let us hold unswervingly to the 
hope we profess, for he who 
promised is faithful. And let us 
consider how we may spur one 
another on toward love and good 
deeds, not giving up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit of 
doing, but encouraging one another
—and all the more as you see the 
Day approaching. (10:22–25)

If we deliberately keep on sinning 
a f te r we have rece ived the 
knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice 
for sins is left, but only a fearful 
expectation of judgment … who has 
trampled the Son of God underfoot, 
treated as an unholy thing the blood 
of the covenant … and has insulted 
the Spirit of Grace? (10:26–29)

4th warning, vs. deliberately sinning 

You need to persevere so that when 
you have done the will of God, you 
will receive what He has promised, 
“In just a little while, He who is 
coming will come and will not delay. 
But my righteous one will live by 
faith. I take no pleasure in the one 
who shrinks back.” (10:36-37)

Our call to persevere-



Faith is confidence in what we hope for 
and assurance about what we do not 
see. … By faith we understand that the 
universe was formed at God’s 
command, so that what is seen was not 
made out of what was visible. (11:1–3)

Faith enables us to understand life!

Faith is embracing what is real 
but unseen—like oxygen!

By faith Enoch was taken from this 
life, so that he did not see death … he 
was commended as one who pleased 
God. And without faith it is impossible 
to please God, because anyone who 
comes to him must believe that he 
exists and that he rewards those who 
earnestly seek him. (11:5-6)

Faith triumphs over death!

By faith Abraham, when called to go to a 
place he would later receive as his 
inheritance, obeyed and went, even 
though he did not know where he was 
going. By faith he made his home in the 
promised land like a stranger in a foreign 
country; … He was looking forward to 
the city with foundations, whose 
architect and builder is God. (11:8–9)

Faith looks homeward to heaven!

By faith Moses, … refused to be known 
as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. He 
chose to be mistreated along with the 
people of God rather than to enjoy the 
fleeting pleasures of sin. He regarded 
disgrace for the sake of Christ as of 
greater value than the treasures of 
Egypt, because he was looking ahead 
to his reward.  (11:24–26)

Faith is a choice we make!



Some faced jeers and flogging, and 
even chains and imprisonment. … 
These were all commended for their 
faith, yet none of them received 
what had been promised, since God 
had planned something better for us 
so that together with us they would 
be made perfect. (11:35–40)

God has a better plan for us!

Therefore, since we are surrounded 
by such a great cloud of witnesses, let 
us throw off everything that hinders 
and the sin that so easily entangles. 
And let us run with perseverance the 
race marked out for us, fixing our 
eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and 
perfecter of faith. (12:1–2)

Let us run the race of  life!

Keep your eyes focused on Jesus!

For the joy set before Him, Jesus 
endured the cross, scorning its 
shame, and sat down at the right 
hand of the throne of God. Consider 
Him who endured such opposition 
from sinners, so that you will not 
grow weary and lose heart. (12:3-4)

It is always too soon to quit!

Jesus didn’t quit! He went all 
the way to the cross for us

Endure hardship as discipline. God is 
treating you as his children. …  
God disciplines us for our good, in 
order that we may share in his 
hol iness. No discipl ine seems 
pleasant at the time. Later on, 
however, it produces a harvest of 
righteousness and peace for those 
who have been trained by it. (12:7-11)

Let us lead a disciplined life!



Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms 
and weak knees. Make level paths for 
your feet, so that the lame may not be 
disabled, but rather healed. Make 
every effort to live in peace with 
everyone and to be holy; without 
holiness no one will see the Lord.  
                      (12:12–14)

Follow God’s training manual!

You have come to Mount Zion, to the 
city of the living God, heavenly 
Jerusalem. … to thousands upon 
thousands of angels in joyful assembly, 
to the church of the firstborn, … You 
have come to God, the Judge of all, to 
the spirits of the righteous made 
perfect, to Jesus the mediator of a new 
covenant, (12:22–24)

Look up! You are not alone!

Keep on loving one another as brothers 
and sisters. Do not forget to show 
hospitality to strangers, for by so doing 
some people have shown hospitality to 
angels without knowing it. Continue to 
remember those in prison as if you 
were together with them in prison, and 
those who are mistreated as if you 
yourselves were suffering. (13:1–3)

Remember, you are part of  a team!

Keep your lives free from the love 
of money and be content with what 
you have, because God has said, 
“Never will I leave you; never will I 
forsake you.” So we say with 
confidence, “The Lord is my helper; 
I will not be afraid. What can mere 
mortals do to me?” (13:5-6)

Don’t let anything get in the way!



Remember your leaders, who spoke 
the word of God to you. Consider the 
outcome of their way of life and imitate 
their faith. Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday and today and forever. Do 
not be carried away by all kinds of 
strange teachings. It is good for our 
hearts to be strengthened by grace, 
                       (13:7–9)

Choose godly role models!

Through Jesus, therefore, let us 
continually offer to God a sacrifice 
of praise—the fruit of lips that 
openly profess his name. And do 
not forget to do good and to share 
with others, for with such sacrifices 
God is pleased. (13:15–16)

Live joyfully, thankfully!

Have confidence in your leaders 
and submit to their authority, 
because they keep watch over you 
as those who must give an account. 
Do this so that their work will be a 
joy, not a burden, for that would be 
of no benefit to you. (13:17)

Support your team leaders!

Now may the God of peace, who 
through the blood of the eternal 
covenant brought back from the dead 
our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd 
of the sheep, equip you wi th 
everything good for doing his will, and 
may he work in us what is pleasing to 
him, through Jesus Christ, to whom 
be glory for ever and ever. (13:20–21)

The benediction of  life!



See you next week!

James and Jude- 

Faith is tested, proven 

in the trials of  life 


