Matthew: “Thy Kingdom Come”
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Matthew’s main purpose for writing
Written to a Jewish audience to:
1. prove that Jesus was the Messianic King
as promised in the Old Testament
2. prove that Jesus was the promised Savior
3. explain God’s kingdom program for the
present age in light of Israel’s rejection,
4. assure them that Jesus is alive and will
return in triumph to establish His kingdom
on earth as promised in the Old Testament

Three logical divisions!
1. Preparation & proof of the Messiah 1-4
This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah
the son of David, the son of Abraham. 1:1

2. Proclamation of the Messiah 5-16
Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven has come near.” 4:17

3. Passion of the Messiah 17-28
Jesus began to explain to his disciples that
he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many
things … must be killed and on the third day
be raised to life.16:21

Logical “Markers” in Mathew

Passages found only in Matthew:

“From that time Jesus began” 4:17; 16:21

Virgin birth/conception (1:18-23)

“That it might be fulfilled …” 11 times

Wise men from the east (2:1-12)

5 major discourses, each with the same
ending, “When Jesus had finished …”
Sermon on the Mount, 5-7
Instructing the disciples, 10
Parables of the kingdom, 13
Life in the kingdom, 18
Olivet discourse, 24-25

Slaughter of babies in Bethlehem (2:16-18)

Two ministry “bookends”
Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in
their synagogues, proclaiming the good news
of the kingdom, and healing every disease
and sickness among the people. (4:23)

Jesus’ “Sermon on the Mount” (5-7)
Peter walking on the water (14:28-33)
Bribing soldiers guarding the tomb (28:11-15)
Inclusion of five women in the genealogyTamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba, Mary

Distinctive features of Matthew
Kingdom teaching: The word or idea of
the Kingdom appears at least 54 times.
5 extended discourses by Jesus
11 Old Testament “fulfillment” passages

Jesus went through all the towns and villages,
teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the
good news of the kingdom, and healing every
disease and sickness among the people.
(9:35)

Matthew refers to the Old Testament
between 129 and 136 times.

Disciples commissioned, sent out

The Church is introduced in chapter 18

Provides bridge between the OT and NT

Matthew’s thesis (central idea), 1:1
Jesus is both the Messianic King promised in
the Davidic Covenant (2 Samuel 7:11-16) and
Savior promised in the Abrahamic Covenant
(Genesis 12:2-3).
Writing to a Jewish audience, Matthew proves
that Jesus is (1) the Messianic King and (2)
the promised Savior corresponding to the two
major divisions of his argument. He supports
his thesis with 11 prophetic fulfillment
citations from Old Testament prophecies.

Jesus is the Messianic King!

Jesus is the promised King,

“The record of the genealogy of
Jesus the Messiah, the son of David,
the son of Abraham:” (1:1)

1. Jesus presented Himself to the Jews as
the King that God had promised in the
Old Testament that He would provide.

——--———

Wise men from the east came to Jerusalem
and asked, “Where is the one who has
been born king of the Jews?” (2:2)
——————-

Pilate asked Him,
“Are you the King of the Jews?”
Jesus replied to him,“Yes, it is as you say.”
(27:11)

Evidence Proving Jesus is King, 1-4
Jesus is identified as the son of David fulfilling
God’s promise of a Davidic King whose rule
would be eternal (2 Sam. 7:11-16). Evidence:
1) Jesus’ genealogy- the descendant of David
2) His birth in Bethlehem as prophesied;
3) magi seek, “the king of the Jews;” (2:2)
4) Herod tries to kill Jesus, the rightful King.
5) Jesus’ triumphal entry to Jerusalem the
same way as David & Solomon (21:4)
6) Jesus’ confession before Pilate (28:11)

Evidence proving Jesus is Savior, 1-4
Jesus is the son of Abraham fulfilling God’s
promise of a Savior through whom all the
families of the earth will be blessed. Evidence
1) Jesus’ virgin birth (1:18-21) means that
He is without sin = a holy, worthy sacrifice
2) He is thus qualified to “save His people
from their sins” as promised (1:21);
3) the Spirit and the Father at His baptism
confirm that Jesus is God’s Son (3:16-17);
4) Who triumphs over Satan and sin (4:1-11).

2. Israel’s leaders rejected Jesus as their
promised King (Messiah).
3. Because of Israel’s rejection Jesus is now
building His church in anticipation of His
return to establish the promised kingdom
on the earth (the millennial kingdom).

Jesus is the Promised Savior
The Son of Man has come to save that
which was lost. (Matthew 18:11)
The LORD had said to Abraham …
“I will make you into a great nation,
and I will bless you; …
and all peoples on earth
will be blessed through you.”
(Genesis 12:1-3)

The virgin birth of Jesus
“Jacob was the father of Joseph the husband
of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is
called the Messiah.” (1:16)
In the Greek text, “of whom,” is feminine, not
masculine! This is a precise and unmistakable
statement that Jesus was born of a virgin. It
refers back to Mary as the mother of Jesus,
not to Joseph as the father, because God, the
Holy Spirit, not Joseph was Jesus’ father!

God intervened to spare Mary and
to safeguard the birth of Jesus!

Virgin birth fulfills Isaiah’s prophecy,
Jesus is fully God and fully man

But when he had considered this, behold,
an angel of the LORD appeared to him in a
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do
not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for
the Child who has been conceived in her
is of the Holy Spirit.” 1:20

“She will bear a Son; and you shall call
His name Jesus, for He will save His
people from their sins.”
Now all this took place to fulfill what was
spoken by the LORD through the prophet:

Joseph knew that this child was
unique, the divinely conceived Son
of God and Savior the world!

“Behold, the virgin shall be with child and
shall bear a Son, and they shall call His
name Immanuel,” which translated
means, “God with us.” 1:21-23 (Isa. 7:14)

Why the virgin birth is essential!

Three-fold temptation of Jesus, 4

Jesus is qualified to be the sacrifice for the
sins of the world because He is without sin.
Because of His virgin birth He was fully
God and fully human but without sin.

1. Stones to bread- would only satisfy man’s
physical need not man’s need for salvation
(our greatest need is spiritual not physical)

“He had no sin”
2 Corinthians 5:21
“He was without sin” Hebrews 4:15
“He committed no sin” 1 Peter 2:22
“In Him is no sin”
1 John 3:5

No virgin birth = no salvation from sin!

Beginning of Jesus’ public ministry
The martyrdom of John, the Baptist, Messiah’s
herald, signals, “the fight is on!” The Messiah
will face rejection in Jerusalem and launches
His ministry in Galilee, a Gentile region, as
prophesied by Isaiah (4:12-17).
Jesus’ first official act is to enlist disciples in
fishing for/seeking the souls of men (4:18-22).
His ministry is life changing and immediately
draws large crowds from all over (4:23-25).

2. Leap from the temple- put God to the test,
prove you are immune to physical harm,
(God tests man, man cannot test God!)
3. Worship Satan- kingdom without the cross
would be Satan’s limited, earthly kingdom,
(God’s kingdom was not Satan’s to give!)

The Sermon on the Mount, 5-7
1. Portrait of citizens in the kingdom (5:1-16)
2. Principles of life in the kingdom (5:17-48)
“Be perfect, therefore,
as your heavenly Father is perfect.”
3. Practices of life in the kingdom (6:1-7:12)
“When you give … pray … fast …
4. Priorities of life in the kingdom (7:13-29)
two gates,
two trees,
two claims,
two houses

Jesus gives all an invitation to life

Ministry & Miracles of Jesus, 8-11

“Therefore everyone who hears these words of
mine and puts them into practice is like a wise
man who built his house on the rock. The rain
came down, the streams rose, and the winds
blew and beat against that house; yet it did not
fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.
But everyone who hears these words of mine
and does not put them into practice is like a
foolish man who built his house on sand. The
rain came down, the streams rose, and the
winds blew and beat against that house, and it
fell with a great crash.” (7:24–27)

Chapters 8 and 9 record the works of Jesus,
authenticating His credentials as Messiah,
Jesus said to the paralytic, …
“your sins are forgiven.” …
But so that you may know that the Son of
Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”
—He said to the paralytic, “Get up, pick up
you bed and go home.” And he got up and
went home. (9:1-8)

Ministry & Miracles of Jesus, 8-11
Chapter 10- He commissioned His disciples,
“gave them authority over unclean spirits,
to cast them out, and to heal every kind of
disease and every kind of sickness.” (10:1)
Chapter 11 introduces the rejection of Jesus.
Just as Israel’s leaders have rejected Jesus’
forerunner, John, they will reject the Messiah,
Himself. Jesus openly claims that God is His
Father and that He is the Son of God.

Jesus’ open claim & invitation,11

Miracles still do not convince people
Then He began to denounce the cities in
which most of His miracles were done,
because they did not repent. “Woe to you,
Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if
the miracles had occurred in Tyre and
Sidon which occurred in you, they would
have repented long ago in sackcloth and
ashes. Nevertheless I say to you, it will be
more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the
day of judgment than for you. (11:20–22)

But, Pharisees oppose Jesus, 12

“All things have been committed to me by my
Father. No one knows the Son except the
Father, and no one knows the Father except
the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to
reveal him.”

Jesus went into their synagogue, and a
man with a shriveled hand was there.
Looking for a reason to bring charges
against Jesus, they asked him, “Is it lawful
to heal on the Sabbath?” …

“Come to me, all you who are weary and
burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my
yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find
rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my
burden is light.” (11:27–30)

Then he said to the man, “Stretch out your
hand.” So he stretched it out and it was
completely restored, just as sound as the
other. But the Pharisees went out and
plotted how they might kill Jesus. (12:9–14)

Growing Opposition to Jesus 11-16

Jesus is declared as the Messiah

Opposition introduced in 1-4 intensifies:

When Jesus came to the region of
Caesarea Philippi, He asked his
disciples, “Who do people say the Son
of Man is?” They replied, “Some say
John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and
still others, Jeremiah or one of the
prophets.” “But what about you?” He
asked. “Who do you say I am?” Simon
Peter answered, “You are the Messiah,
the Son of the living God.” (16:13–16)

-Jesus explains in parables what will happen to
the kingdom since the King is rejected (13).
-martyrdom of Jesus’ forerunner, John (14),
-Jesus’ ministry focuses on the Gentiles (15),
-warns against the teaching of Pharisees (16),

Chapter 16 marks the turning point as Jesus
begins His journey to the cross as Savior.

The “Turning Point” in Matthew
Turning
from
Israel

Turning
to the
Gentiles

Jesus’ journey to the cross begins“From that time Jesus began to explain
to His disciples that He must go to
Jerusalem and suffer many things …
and that He must be killed and on the
third day be raised to life.”
Matthew 16:21

See you next week!
as we follow Jesus
on His journey to the cross

