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Jesus’ journey to the cross begins“From that time Jesus began to explain
to His disciples that He must go to
Jerusalem and suffer many things …
and that He must be killed and on the
third day be raised to life.”
Matthew 16:21

The crucial question, “Who is Jesus?”
Jesus asked his disciples,
“Who do people say the Son of Man is?”
They replied, “Some say John the Baptist;
others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah
or one of the prophets.”
Jesus asked them, “But what about you?”
“Who do you say that I am?”
Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the
Son of the living God.” (16:13-20)

Church is built on Jesus, not Peter
Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son
of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by
flesh and blood, but by my Father in
heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter,
and on this rock I will build my church, and
the gates of Hades will not overcome it. I will
give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven;
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth
will be loosed in heaven.” (16:16–19)

Jesus, Himself, is the Rock
1. Two different words are used, Peter,
petros is masculine, petra, is feminine
2. Peter identified Jesus as the rock:
1 Peter 2:5-8, (note Romans 9:30-33)
3. OT used “rock” to describe God Himself
(Deut. 32:4, 15, 18; Ps. 18:31, 46; 28:1)
4. The church belongs to Jesus. He said, “I
will build” (future tense); that is, He
would be the builder and it would be
“My” (His) church, not Peter’s!

Jesus’ future glory is revealed
Jesus took with him Peter, James and John
the brother of James, and led them up a
high mountain by themselves. There he was
transfigured before them. His face shone
like the sun, and his clothes became as
white as the light. Just then there appeared
before them Moses and Elijah, talking with
Jesus. … a voice from the cloud said, “This
is My Son, whom I love; with Him I am well
pleased. Listen to Him.” (17:1-5)

The value of one lost (your) soul
“What do you think? If a man owns a
hundred sheep, and one of them wanders
away, will he not leave the ninety-nine on
the hills and go to look for the one that
wandered off? And if he finds it, truly I tell
you, he is happier about that one sheep
than about the ninety-nine that did not
wander off. In the same way your Father
in heaven is not willing that any of these
little ones should perish.” (18:12–14)

How to handle church discipline
“If your brother or sister sins, go and point
out their fault, just between the two of you.
If they listen to you, you have won them
over. But if they will not listen, take one or
two others along, so that ‘every matter
may be established by the testimony of
two or three witnesses.’ If they still refuse
to listen, tell it to the church; and if they
refuse to listen even to the church, treat
them as you would a pagan or a tax
collector.” (18:15-17)

Believers, marriage and divorce
Pharisees came to him to test him. They
asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his
wife for any and every reason?”
“Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the
beginning the Creator ‘made them male and
female,’ and said, ‘For this reason a man will
leave his father and mother and be united to
his wife, and the two will become one flesh’?
So they are no longer two, but one flesh.
Therefore what God has joined together, let
no one separate.” (19:3–6)

Jesus, the “except” clause in divorce
“Why then,” they asked, “did Moses
command that a man give his wife a
certificate of divorce and send her away?
Jesus replied, “Moses permitted you to
divorce your wives because your hearts
were hard. But it was not this way from the
beginning. I tell you that anyone who
divorces his wife, except for sexual
immorality, and marries another woman
commits adultery.” (19:8–9)

The value and importance of children
Then people brought little children to Jesus
for him to place his hands on them and pray
for them. But the disciples rebuked them.
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to
me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom
of heaven belongs to such as these.” When
he had placed his hands on them, he went
on from there. (19:13–15)

The cross looms on the horizon!
Now Jesus was going up to Jerusalem. On
the way, he took the Twelve aside and said
to them, “We are going up to Jerusalem,
and the Son of Man will be delivered over
to the chief priests and the teachers of the
law. They will condemn him to death and
will hand him over to the Gentiles to be
mocked and flogged and crucified. On the
third day he will be raised to life!”
(20:17–19)

Jesus enters as the Davidic King!
Jesus entered Jerusalem on a donkey, as
David and Solomon had done, thus
claiming His right to the throne of David,
“This took place to fulfill what was spoken
through the prophet:
‘Say to the Daughter Zion,
See, your king comes to you,
gentle and riding on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’”
(Matthew 21:1–5; Zechariah 9:9)

Jesus cleanses, heals in the temple:
Jesus declares His deity and ‘ownership' of
the temple by calling it “My Father’s house.”
That gives Him the right to drive the money
changers from the temple. Jesus has come
to bring people to God, but they are driving
people away from God. Jesus validates His
claim by healing the blind and the lame .
Jesus rebukes the chief priests, justifies the
healing, exposes their ignorance by quoting
Psalm 8:2, a Messianic Psalm. (21:12-17)

The official rejection of Jesus
Chief priests and teachers of the Law are
indignant and confront Jesus (21:14-16)
Jesus judges a barren fig tree = they are
unbelieving and without fruit (21:18-22)
Jesus silences His critics, the unbelieving
chief priests and elders (21:23-22:46)
Jesus pronounces a series of seven
woes on that unbelieving generation (23)

Jesus “turned the tables” on critics:
Jesus asked them, “What do you think
about the Messiah? Whose son is he?”
“The son of David,” they replied. Jesus
said to them, “How is it then that David,
speaking by the Spirit, calls him ‘LORD’?”
“If David calls him ‘LORD,’ how can he be
his son?” No one could say a word in reply,
and from that day on no one dared to ask
him any more questions. (22:41–46)

Jesus’ ‘Olivet Discourse’, 24-25
After Jesus faces rejection in Jerusalem,
the disciples ask, “What will be the sign of
your coming and of the end of this age?”
Jesus proceeds to outline end time events:
Those days will be marked by wide spread
war, natural disasters, unchecked evil, and
intense persecution. But, for the believing,
there is rescue and then rewards!

Signs of the end times (last days)

False teachers, wars, and famine
Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one
deceives you. For many will come in my
name, claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and will
deceive many. You will hear of wars and
rumors of wars, but see to it that you are
not alarmed. Such things must happen, but
the end is still to come. Nation will rise
against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom. There will be famines and
earthquakes in various places. All these are
the beginning of birth pains. (24:4–8)

Parallels of Matthew & Revelation
Matthew
24:6-7
24:7
24:7-9
24:16-22
24:29

24:30 ff

event
war
famine
death
martyrdom
sun & moon
darkened,
stars falling
God’s judgment

Revelation
6:3-4
6:5-6
6:7-8
6:9-11
6:12-14

6:15-17

Christ, the Messiah will return!
“Then will appear the sign of the Son of
Man in heaven. And then all the peoples
of the earth will mourn when they see the
Son of Man coming on the clouds of
heaven, with power and great glory. And
he will send his angels with a loud
trumpet call, and they will gather his elect
from the four winds, from one end of the
heavens to the other.” (24:30–31)

Religious leaders plot to kill Jesus
Jesus said to his disciples, “As you know,
the Passover is two days away—and the
Son of Man will be handed over to be
crucified.”
Then the chief priests and the elders of the
people assembled in the palace of the high
priest Caiaphas, and they schemed to
arrest Jesus secretly and kill him. “But not
during the festival,” they said, “or there may
be a riot among the people.” (26:1–5).

The “last” Passover and the betrayal
When evening came, Jesus was reclining
at the table with the Twelve. And while they
were eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one
of you will betray me.”
They were very sad and began to say to
him one after the other, “Surely you don’t
mean me, Lord?” … Then Judas, the one
who would betray him, said, “Surely you
don’t mean me, Rabbi?” Jesus answered,
“You have said so.” (26:20–25)

The Passover (the “Last Supper”)
Jesus took bread, and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to
his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this
is my body.”
Then he took a cup, and when he had
given thanks, he gave it to them, saying,
“Drink from it, all of you. This is my
blood of the covenant, which is poured
out for many for the forgiveness of sins.”
(26:26–29)

Judas arranges to betray Jesus
Then one of the Twelve—the one called
Judas Iscariot—went to the chief priests
and asked, “What are you willing to give
me if I deliver him over to you?” So they
counted out for him thirty pieces of silver.
From then on Judas watched for an
opportunity to hand him over. (26:14–16)
Judas led to the authorities to arrest Jesus
as He was praying in Gethsemane, “Father,
if it is possible, let this cup be taken from me.
Yet not as I will, but as You will.” (26:36-46)

The illegal, night time trials of Jesus
The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin
were looking for false evidence against
Jesus so that they might put him to death.
But they did not find any, though many
false witnesses came forward. Finally two
came forward and declared, “This fellow
said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of
God and rebuild it in three days.’”
(26:59-61)

Jesus is sentenced to death,
The high priest said to him, “I charge you
under oath by the living God: Tell us if you
are the Messiah, the Son of God.”
“You have said so,” Jesus replied. The high
priest tore his clothes and said, “He has
spoken blasphemy! Why do we need any
more witnesses? Look, now you have
heard the blasphemy. What do think?”
“He is worthy of death,” they answered.
(26:63-66)

Pilate- coerced into condemning Him
Early in the morning, all the chief priests and
the elders of the people made their plans
how to have Jesus executed. So they bound
him, led him away and handed him over to
Pilate. … He washed his hands in front of the
crowd. “I am innocent of this man’s blood,” he
said. “It is your responsibility!” All the people
answered, “His blood is on us and on our
children.” … He had Jesus flogged and
handed him over to be crucified. (27:1–2)

Jesus, Son of God is Crucified, 27
They came to a place called Golgotha. When
they had crucified him, they divided up his
clothes by casting lots. And sitting down, they
kept watch over him there. Above his head
they placed the written charge against him:
THIS IS JESUS, KING OF THE JEWS.
About three in the afternoon darkness came
over all the land. Jesus cried out in a loud
voice, “My God, My God, why have you
forsaken me?” (27:33–37)
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Jesus, Son of God is Crucified, 27
When Jesus had cried out again in a loud
voice, he gave up his spirit. At that moment
the curtain of the temple was torn from top to
bottom. The earth shook, the rocks split and
tombs broke open. …
When the centurion and those with him who
were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake
and all that happened, they were terrified,
exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of God.”
(27:50-54)

Resurrection Sunday, Jesus is Alive!
At dawn on the first day of the week, Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary went to the
tomb. … The angel said to the women, “Do
not be afraid, for I know that you are looking
for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here;
he has risen, just as he said. Come and see
the place where he lay. Then go quickly and
tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the
dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee.
(28:1–3)
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Jesus gave the Great Commission!
Then Jesus came to them and said, “All
authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me. Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything I have commanded you.
And surely I am with you always, to the
very end of the age.” (28:18-20)

This is our call to give and to go!

See you next week!
Mark
The Savior as Servant!

