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Historical Background of Ezekiel
Prophet with/to the exiles in Babylon
Ezekiel served hard people in hard times
Contemporary of Daniel and Jeremiah
Daniel to Gentiles, Jeremiah in Jerusalem
Priest, but called to serve as a prophet
Apocalyptic (dramatic) prophet
Many dated prophecies- 593 to 571 BC
Conditions were “tolerable” for exiles

Distinctive features of Ezekiel
1. Used visual aids to convey his message
2. Glory of the LORD departing & returning
3. Divine Sovereignty & human responsibility
4. 63 times, “You shall know that I am the LORD”
5. “Son of Man” – prophetic office (97 times)
6. King of Tyre = “Satan?” chapter 28
7. Gog and Magog, chapters 38-39
8. The New Temple (Millennial) 40-48

Signs, Parables & Messages of Ezekiel
1. proverbs (12:22-23; 16:44; 18:2-3);
2. visions (chaps. 1–3; 8–11; 33; 37; 40–48);
3. parables (17; 24:1-14);
4. symbolic acts (chaps. 4–5; 12; 24:15-27);
5. allegories (chap. 16).
6. The purpose of these devices was to present
the messages in dramatic and forceful ways.
Ezekiel was trying to get the attention of the
people so they would understand and respond
to his message.

Key chapters in Ezekiel
1

-God’s glory revealed

18

-The soul that sins…

24

-Death of his wife

33

-Fall of Jerusalem

34

-Messiah, shepherd

36-37 -Israel is regathered
38-39 -Gog & Magog
40-48 -Millennial blessing

Focus - Glory and Character of God
217 times Ezekiel uses the phrase, “LORD God”
or “Sovereign LORD” as a special name for God
a phrase used only 103 times by others in OT
(God’s sovereign authority and faithfulness)
93 times God uses the phrase, “son of man”
when speaking to Ezekiel (stress his humanity)
14 times God declared He acted to keep His
name from being profaned (20:9, 14, 22, etc)
63 times God said He acted so that the people
would “know that I am the LORD” (6:7, 10, etc.)

Focus - Glory and Character of God
Movement of God’s glory shows the exiles
that God’s presence was not restricted to the
temple or to the land of Israel.
God was in Israel, Babylon, and everywhere.
What counted was obedience to His laws, not
a superstitious clinging to His temple or land.
God had incredible plans for a new temple in
a renewed land (chapters 36-48).
To turn the eyes of God’s people to their God
who has promised them a glorious future.
They are to live with that vision in mind.

Overview of the book of Ezekiel
Ezekiel’s vision of God’s glory and his call 1-3
-His first commission- to announce judgment,
Prophecies of Judgment 4-32
-Departure of God’s glory from the Temple
-Judgment on Israel and the nations
Prophecies of Restoration 33-48
-re-commissioned to announce hope
-Israel regathered to the land, regenerated
-God’s glory returning to the millennial temple

Holman Bible Atlas

Structural balance in Ezekiel
Ezekiel
Commissioned
(1-3)

Ezekiel
Recommissioned
(33)

Judgment on

Blessing on

Judah (1-24)

Judah (33-48)

—Glory departs

—Glory returns
(25-32)
Judgment
on Nations

Ezekiel: The Glory of God Acknowledged on Earth
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Key verse 39:7- “… the nations will know that I the LORD am the Holy One in Israel.”
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God’s glory revealed to Ezekiel 1-3
Like the appearance of a rainbow in the clouds
on a rainy day, so was the radiance around him.
This was the appearance of the likeness of the
glory of the LORD. When I saw it, I fell facedown,
and I heard the voice of one speaking. (1:28)
“Son of man, eat this scroll I am giving you and
fill your stomach with it.” So I ate it, and it tasted
as sweet as honey in my mouth. He then said
to me: “Son of man, go now to the house of
Israel and speak my words to them.” (3:3-4)

Ezekiel’s call and commission,

God’s requirement for Ezekiel
I have made you a watchman for Israel;
“When I say to a wicked man, ‘You will
surely die,’ and you do not warn him or
speak out to dissuade him from his evil
ways in order to save his life, that wicked
man will die for his sin, and I will hold
you accountable for his blood.” (3:17-18)

Ezekiel is personally accountable
for faithfully delivering the message!

Symbols of coming Judgement, 4-5
The glory of the LORD departs from Jerusalem
as severe judgment falls on God’s people, 4-24

Four symbols of judgment, 4-5
City on a tile = fact of the siege
Reclining prophet = length of siege
Defiled food = severity of the siege
Shaved head, divided hair = results

Explanation of the symbols (5:5-7)

“This is what the Sovereign LORD says: This
is Jerusalem, which I have set in the center of
the nations, with countries all around her. Yet
in her wickedness she has rebelled against
my laws and decrees more than the nations
and countries around her. She has rejected
my laws and has not followed my decrees. …
I will make you a ruin and a reproach among
the nations around you. … because you have
defiled my sanctuary with all your vile images
and detestable practices. I myself will
withdraw my favor; I will not look on you with
pity or spare you. (5:5-11)

Explanation of the Judgement, 5-7
Ezekiel’s first message:
Cause of the judgment - Idolatry (6)
And they will know that I am the LORD, when
their people lie slain among their idols around
their altars, on every high hill and on all the
mountaintops, under every spreading tree and
every leafy oak—places where they offered
fragrant incense to all their idols. (6:13)

Explanation of the Judgement, 5-7
Ezekiel’s second message:
Nature of the judgment - Destruction (7)
“Disaster! Unheard-of disaster! See, it comes!
The end has come! The end has come!
It has roused itself against you. See, it comes!
Doom has come upon you, upon you who
dwell in the land. The time has come! …
I will deal with them according to their conduct
and by their own standards I will judge them.”

Prophetic visions of Judgement,
God’s glory departs the Temple
Vision 1: (8) Vulgar images, profane worship
practices going on within the temple
Vision 2: (9) Glory of God departs the cherubim,
sun worshippers marked for judgment
Vision 3: (10) Glory of God leaves Jerusalem,
destruction of the city of Jerusalem
Vision 4: (11) Apostate leaders to be destroyed,
future salvation, restoration promised

Vision 1. vulgar images in the temple
the utterly detestable things Israel is doing there
“in the entrance north of the gate of the altar I
saw this idol of jealousy. … and I saw portrayed
all over the walls all kinds of crawling things and
detestable animals and all the idols of the
house of Israel. … I saw a woman sitting there,
mourning for Tammuz … in the inner court of
the house of the LORD, …were about twentyfive men. With their backs toward the temple of
the LORD and their faces toward the east, they
were bowing down to the sun in the east.” (8)

Vision 2. marking of people to spare
glory of God went up from above the cherubim
and moved to the threshold of the temple ….
Put a mark on the foreheads of those who
grieve and lament over all the detestable things
that are done in it. … “Kill without showing pity
or compassion. Slaughter old men, young men
and maidens, women and children, but do not
touch anyone who has the mark.” … The sin of
the house of the house of Israel and Judah is
exceedingly great; land is full of bloodshed and
the city is full of injustice.” (9)

Vision 3. God’s glory leaves the temple
Then the glory of the LORD went up from above
the cherubim and moved to the threshold of the
temple …
Then the glory of the LORD departed from over
the threshold of the temple and stopped above
the cherubim …
They stopped at the entrance to the east gate
of the LORD’s house, and the glory of the God of
Israel was above them. The glory of the LORD
went up from within the city and stopped at the
mountain east of it.” (10-11)

Vision 4. Future Restoration, Salvation
This is what the Sovereign LORD says: “I will
gather you from the nations and bring you back
from the countries where you have been
scattered, and I will give you back the land of
Israel again.’ They will return to it and remove
all its vile images and detestable idols. I will
give them an undivided heart and put a new
spirit in them; I will remove from them their
heart of stone and give them a heart of flesh….
They will be My people, and I will be their God.”
Ezekiel 11:17-20

Lessons to be learned from Ezekiel
1. God is in control of events on earth including
nations, but especially for His own people
2. We need to keep our focus on what God has
planned for our future not just on today!
3. Our retirement program is “out of this world”
heaven is glorious beyond description!
4. We must not put/allow anything in the place
of a vital relationship with the living God.

See you next week!
EzekielGod’s picture book of prophesy

