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Background of Marks’ Gospel
1. Mark was associated with Paul and assisted
Peter in their ministry in Rome prior to their
martyrdom 63-67 A.D. (1 Peter 5:13)
2. Written to inform new believers in Rome
3. Believers in Rome were already being
persecuted and many were martyred
4. Mark was not an eye witness to all of the
events in the life of Christ but he recorded
the personal witness of Peter and others.
5. Mark’s name appears 8 times in the N.T.

How does Mark achieve this ?
Mark recorded selected events from
the life and ministry of Jesus to present
his Gospel to a Roman readership by
proving that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God, who gave His life as a
ransom for sinners; and to provide a
pattern for discipleship through the
model of Jesus, the suffering servant
who remained faithful even unto death.

What is Mark’s purpose?
He is presenting Christ, the Son of God,
as the suffering servant and the Savior.
He is out to prove to Roman readers,
that Jesus is the Son of God and the
Savior and to encourage a pattern of
servanthood that will help them through
Rome’s persecution of Jesus’ followers.
“For even the Son of Man did not come
to be served, but to serve, and to give
His life as a ransom for many.” 10:45

What is Mark’s Point?
1. Faith in Jesus Christ is serious business
2. Belief = Persecution = Cross!
3. If the cost is so great, what is the benefit
of believing in Christ?
4. “Son of God” was a message of awe and
hope leading to eternal life
5. True discipleship was about service, it
meant giving up the desire for greatness
6. But, the resurrection promises ultimate
triumph and exaltation with Christ!

Unique Features of Mark’s Gospel

Structure of Mark’s Gospel

Mark’s gospel is evangelistic, fast paced,
action packed, and universal in appeal

Confessions are prominent in the first half
and come from various sources as proof
of the claim that Jesus is the Son of God.

The word “immediately” appears 42 times!

Passion predictions by Jesus himself mark
the second half and link Jesus’ divine
Sonship with His redemptive suffering.

There is no genealogy given for Jesus, as
a servant He doesn’t need a genealogy,
as the Son of God, He has no genealogy!

Controversy and conflict mark the entire
book and serve to explain how the Son of
God became also the suffering servant
(there are at least 13 such incidents)

Mark is action oriented, emphasizing the
works of Jesus more than Jesus’ words,
Mark records 20 miracles by Jesus, but
only 2 major discourses by Jesus!

Confessions = Jesus is the Son of God

Prophetic introduction of the Son
The beginning of the good news about
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, as it is
written in Isaiah the prophet:
“I will send my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way”—
“a voice of one calling in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
make straight paths for him.’ ” (1:1–3)
And so John the Baptist appeared …
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Person and Work
of the Son as the
Suffering Servant

1:14

Confessions

The Father, at the transfiguration:
“This is My beloved Son.” 9:7
Centurion: climaxing confession by a Roman!
“Surely this man was the Son of God!” 15:39

1:1

Initiation of the
Servant’s ministry:
1:14-45

Peter:
“You are the Christ” (pivot point) 8:29

Key verse: 1:1, The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
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Evil spirits:
“You are the Son of God” 1:24; 3:11; 5:7

Mark: Son of God Gave Himself a Ransom for Sin

Logical
progression

The Father, at Jesus’ baptism:
“You are My beloved Son” 1:11

Mark
AD 63-67
Purpose:
to explain
the gospel
to Romans:
Jesus the
Son of
God, the
suffering
servant, is
the ransom
for sin

Affirmation by the Father & the Spirit
Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and
was baptized by John in the Jordan. Just as
Jesus was coming up out of the water, He
saw heaven open and the Spirit descending
on Him like a dove. A voice came from
heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love, with
you I am well pleased.”
At once the Spirit sent Him out into the
wilderness, and He was in the wilderness
forty days, being tempted by Satan. (1:9-13)

The Son’s power over Satan & demons

The Son’s healing, teaching ministry

Jesus went into the synagogue and began
to teach. The people were amazed at His
teaching, because He taught them as one
who had authority … Just then a man who
was possessed by an evil spirit cried out,
“What do you want with us, Jesus of
Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I
know who you are—the Holy One of God!”
Jesus said, “Come out of Him!” The evil
spirit … came out of him … (1:21-28)

In the home of Simon and Andrew. Simon’s
mother-in-law was in bed with a fever …
Jesus took her hand and helped her up.
The fever left her and she began to wait on
them. That evening the people brought to
Jesus all the sick and demon-possessed.
The whole town gathered at the door,
Jesus healed many … drove out many
demons, would not let them speak because
they knew who He was. (1:29-34)

The Son’s power to save and to heal

The plot to kill Jesus is set in motion

Since they could not get him to Jesus
because of the crowd they made an opening
in the roof above Jesus… lowered the mat
the paralyzed man was lying on. When Jesus
saw their faith, He said to the paralyzed man,
“Son, your sins are forgiven.”

Some of them were looking for a reason to
accuse Jesus, so they watched Him closely
to see if He would heal on the Sabbath. …

Teachers of the law, thinking to themselves,
“He’s blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but
God alone?” … Jesus said to the man, “Get
up, take up your mat and go home.” (2:1-12)

Jesus called disciples to follow Him
and they obeyed His call!
Jesus went up on a mountainside and
called to him those he wanted, and they
came to him. He appointed twelve that they
might be with him and that he might send
them out to preach and to have authority to
drive out demons. (3:13–15)

Jesus is calling us to follow Him.
The need is great! Will we obey?

He looked around at them in anger and
deeply distressed at their stubborn hearts,
Jesus said to the man, “Stretch out your
hand.” … his hand was completely healed.
Then the Pharisees went out and began to
plot with the Herodians how they might kill
Jesus. (3:1-6)

Jesus calms the storms of life
A furious squall came up, and the waves
broke over the boat, so that it was nearly
swamped. Jesus was sleeping on a cushion.
The disciples woke him and said to him,
“Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?” He
rebuked the wind and said to the waves,
“Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died down
and it was completely calm. He said to his
disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you
still have no faith?” They were terrified and
asked each other, “Who is this? Even the
wind and the waves obey him!” (4:35–41)

Jesus is rejected in His home town

Jesus’ work was hindered by unbelief

Jesus left there and went to his hometown,
When the Sabbath came, he began to teach
in the synagogue, and many who heard him
were amazed. “Where did this man get these
things?” they asked. “What’s this wisdom
that has been given him? What are these
remarkable miracles he is performing? Isn’t
this the carpenter? Isn’t this Mary’s son …?”
And they took offense at him. (6:1–3)

Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without
honor except in his own town, among his
relatives and in his own home.” He could
not do any miracles there, except lay his
hands on a few sick people and heal them.
He was amazed at their lack of faith. (6:4–6)

Who is Jesus? Note the reactions-

Who is Jesus? Note the reactions-

In the Synagogue,
they took offense at Him

Disciples had not understood,
their hearts were hardened

Home town of Nazareth = Rejection,
6:1-6
12 Servants Sent = Rejected?
6:7-13
John = imprisoned/beheaded by Herod, 6:14-31
Bread followers = acceptance limited, 6:30-44
Disciples = terrified, then amazed,
6:45-52
Healing = Gentiles believed = healed 6:53-56
“Unwashed” hands = Pharisees reject, 7:1-23
Limited acceptance.

Open rejection by Pharisees

“Who do people say I am?” They replied,
“Some say John the Baptist; others say
Elijah; and still others, one of the
prophets.” Jesus asked them, “But what
about you?” “Who do you say I am?” Peter
answered, “You are the Messiah.” (8:29)

Turning from
Proclamation
of the gospel

Turning to
Preparation
for the cross

The Turning Point in Mark!

Is God’s work today being
hindered by unbelief?

Persistent rejection
by Pharisees.

Contrasting acceptance
in Gentile territories.

Syro-Phoenician woman = faith,
Deaf and Dumb man = faith,
4000 Gentiles fed = acceptance,
Further rejection from Pharisees,
From blindness to seeing clearly,

7:24-30
7:31-37
8:1-9
8:10-21
8:22-26

Jesus to disciples, “Do you
still not see or understand?”

See you next week!
As we continue in MarkJesus’ journey to the cross!

