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Periods of  OT Prophets



Have you ever said or thought?

God, I give up, I just can’t take any more! 
All I ever hear from people are insults. 
God, I want out of this mess you call life! 
Lord, this is not what I expected! 
I wish I had never been born! 
God, where are you? Don’t you care?  
God, why don’t you do something?  
Why don’t you answer my prayers?



Judah, a once great nation under 
godly leadership has disintegrated 
and is now enslaved by a nation 
whose god is its military power, 
whose goal is to dominate all nations 
and whose rule is oppressive. 

The great nation that abandoned God  
now finds itself “abandoned” by God!

Welcome to the Twilight Zone!



Habakkuk 
The sins of  men  

and the silence of  God

 Do you ever wonder or ask? 

Why do evil, dishonest people prosper 
while good, honest people suffer? 
Why do wicked people gain power and 
good people are helpless to prevent it? 
 Why is society and life itself so unfair? 

 Why doesn’t God so something about it?



Habakkuk 
The sins of  men 

and the silence of  God

A prophet wresting with the problem of 
God’s silence in a world filled with evil 

If God is sovereign and good,  
why does He allow evil  

to go unpunished?



God’s answer to Habakkuk (and us) 

God is not silent! 

The LORD is in His holy temple,  
let all the earth keep silent before Him!  

Evil will not go unpunished,  
no matter who or what nation does it!  

The righteous must/will live by faith!



Habakkuk: The Sins of  Nations and the Silence of  God
Key verses: 1:13; 2:20, Why are you silent while the wicked swallow up those more righteous than themselves?

Habakkuk's 
Complaints

The Lord’s 
Answer    

Habakkuk's Psalm 
of Prayer & Praise

Silent                                     Speaking                                Sovereign
Habakkuk   
607-606 B.C.    
In Judah, 
regarding 
Babylon

Key words: 
Violence, Wrong, 
Babylonians, 
How long?  
Righteous        
will live             
by faith!         
Wait!
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�The LORD is in his  holy temple; let all the earth  be silent before him�
Dialogue Doxology



The reality of living by faith, in a world 
where evil prospers and enjoys success

The message of  Habakkuk 

“The just shall live by faith”

How the believer turns  
worry into worship!



Habakkuk’s distressing question

 Why does evil go unpunished?   
— Why do the wicked prosper? 
— Why doesn’t God do something?

God’s disturbing answer
 I am doing something!   
— I am raising up a foreign nation, 
     the Babylonians, to come and  
     to discipline my people, Judah!



Habakkuk’s first complaint,
“How long, LORD, must I call for help,  
     but you do not listen?  
Or cry out to you, ‘Violence!’  
     but you do not save?  
Why do you make me look at injustice?  
     Why do you tolerate wrongdoing?  
Destruction and violence are before me;  
     there is strife, and conflict abounds.  
Therefore the law is paralyzed,  
     and justice never prevails. (1:2-4)



God’s disturbing answer,
“Look at the nations and watch— … 
For I am going to do something in your 
days that you would not believe, even if 
you were told. I am raising up the 
Babylonians, that ruthless and impetuous 
people, who sweep across the whole 
earth to seize dwellings not their own. 
They are a feared and dreaded people; 
they are a law unto themselves and 
promote their own honor.” (1:5-7) 



A cruel, godless nation threatens,
“Their horses are swifter than leopards, … 
They fly like an eagle swooping to devour; 
they all come intent on violence. Their 
hordes advance like a desert wind and 
gather prisoners like sand.” They mock 
kings and scoff at rulers. They laugh at 
fortified cities; … building earthen ramps 
they capture them. They sweep past like a 
wind and go on—guilty people, whose 
own strength is their god. (1:8-11) 



Habakkuk’s second complaint,
“O LORD, are you not from everlasting? 
My God, my Holy One, we will not die. 
You have appointed them to execute 
judgment; … Your eyes are too pure to 
look on evil; you cannot tolerate 
wrongdoing. Why then do you tolerate 
the treacherous? Why are you silent 
while the wicked swallow up those more 
righteous than themselves? (1:12–13)



Habakkuk’s dilemma

 Why does God use wicked people       
to punish His own people? 

 Why use evil to cancel out evil? 
 Why would God “use” evil people? 
 Why does God “endorse” a people 
who specialize in evil and injustice? 

 Why would God “excuse” an evil 
nation that practices idolatry?



Habakkuk awaits God’s answer
I will stand at my watch and station 
myself on the ramparts; I will look to see 
what he will say to me, and what answer 
I am to give to this complaint. (2:1)

With an attitude of humility and 
expectation, Habakkuk awaits an 
answer from the LORD and continued 
dialog with the LORD. His response 
depends on the LORD’s answer.



God’s answer and admonition!

Write down the revelation and make it 
plain on tablets so that a herald may 
run with it. For the revelation awaits 
an appointed time; it speaks of the 
end and will not prove false. Though 
it linger, wait for it; it will certainly 
come and will not delay. … But, the 
righteous will live by his faith. (2:2–4)



1. Woe to him who piles up stolen goods and 
makes himself wealthy by extortion! 

2. Woe to him who builds his realm by unjust 
gain, setting his nest on high! 

3. Woe to him who builds a city with bloodshed 
and establishes town by injustice! 

4. Woe to him who gives drink to his neighbors, 
so that he can gaze on their naked bodies! 

5. Woe to him who says to wood, ‘Come to life,’ 
or to a lifeless stone, ‘Wake up!’

Five woes awaiting Babylon, 2:6-20



God’s ultimate goal for human history
For the earth will be filled with the  
knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as 
the waters cover the sea. (2:14) 

Our appropriate (only) response

The LORD is in His holy temple; 
 let all the earth be silent before Him. 
                         (2:20)



Habakkuk's Prayer of  Praise  
A Doxology to God (3)

 I will wait patiently for the day of calamity!  

Though there is no tangible evidence of   
God’s loving kindness in circumstances, 
still I will rejoice in the LORD! 

 I will be joyful in God my Savior!               

 I will do this and I can do this because:  

 The sovereign LORD is my strength!



Lessons to learn from Habakkuk

It’s okay to be honest with God:          
Ask God to help you understand! 

It’s essential to be submissive:         
Trust God; Let Him be God! 

Sometimes you have to be patient:  
God’s timing is perfect, wait for Him!



A Probing Question?

 If I lost my family and friends,    
my job, and all my possessions,  
if I lost my home, and my health, 

if all I had left was God;  
  Would He be enough? 



Haggai, 
“Give thought to your ways, 

Build My House”

!First group of returnees  
!First restoration prophet 
!Short powerful ministry 
!Favorite expression:  
 “give careful thought  
    to your ways!”



Haggai’s four messages

First- to arouse, 1:1-15   
    “Build My house” 
Second- to encourage, 2:1-9  
    “Be strong, I am with you”  
Third- to confirm, 2:10-19 
    “I will bless you” 
Fourth- to assure, 2:20-23 
    “I have chosen you” 



Haggai’s First Message, 1:2-15 
Build My (God’s) house!

This is what the LORD Almighty says: 
“These people say, ‘The time has not yet 

come to rebuild the LORD’s house.’” 
Then the word of the LORD came  
     through the prophet Haggai:  
“Is it a time for you yourselves  
     to be living in your paneled houses, 
     while this house remains a ruin?”  

                         (1:2-4) 



This is what the LORD Almighty says: 
“Give careful thought to your ways.  
You have planted much, harvested little. 
You eat, but never have enough.  
You drink, but never have your fill.  
You put on clothes, but are not warm.  
You earn wages, only to put them  
    in a purse with holes in it.” (1:5–6)

The problem- misplaced priorities!

Does that describe our experience?



This is what the LORD Almighty says: 
“Give careful thought to your ways.  
Go up into the mountains  
     and bring down timber  
     and build my house,  
so that I may take pleasure in it  
     and be honored, says the LORD.”                       
                             (1:7–8)

The solution- fulfill God’s calling 



“You expected much, but see 
   it turned out to be little. … 
Why?” declares the LORD Almighty. 

Because of My house, which remains 
a ruin, while each of you is busy with 
your own house. 

Therefore, because of you the heavens 
withheld their dew and the earth its 
crops. (1:9-10)

The answer to life’s futility- obey God



Then … the whole remnant of the people 
obeyed the voice of the Lord their God 
and the message of the prophet Haggai, 
because the Lord their God had sent him. 
And the people feared the LORD.  
Then Haggai, the LORD’s messenger, 
gave this message of the LORD to the 
people: “I am with you,” declares the LORD  
                         (1:12-13)

When God’s people responded!



So the LORD stirred up the spirit of 
Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, and 
the spirit of Joshua, the high priest, and 
the spirit of the whole remnant of the 
people. They came and began to work 
on the house of the LORD Almighty, 
their God, on the twenty-fourth day of 
the sixth month. (1:14–15)

When God’s people do God’s work!



Who of you is left who saw this house in 
its former glory? How does it look to 
you now? Does it not seem to you like 
n o t h i n g ? B u t n o w b e s t r o n g , 
Zerubbabel,’ … ‘Be strong, Joshua, … 
Be strong, all you people of the land,’ … 
‘and work. For I am with you,’ declares 
the LORD Almighty. (2:3–4)

Haggai’s second message, 2:1-9  
Be strong, God is with you!



Who of you is left who saw this house 
in its former glory? How does it look to 
you now? Does it not seem to you like 
no th i ng? Bu t now be s t r ong , 
Zerubbabel,’ … ‘Be strong, Joshua, … 
Be strong, all you people of the land,’ 
… ‘and work. For I am with you,’ 
declares the LORD Almighty. (2:3–4)

Don’t be discouraged  
by small beginnings!



Glory awaits the Savior’s arrival

This is what the LORD Almighty says: 
‘In a little while I will once more 
shake the heavens and the earth, the 
sea and the dry land. I will shake all 
nations, and what is desired by all 
nations will come, and I will fill this 
house with glory,’ says the LORD 
Almighty. (2:6–7)



“‘The silver is mine and the gold is 
mine,’ declares the LORD Almighty. 
‘The glory of this present house will be 
greater than the glory of the former 
house,’ says the LORD Almighty. ‘And 
in this place I will grant peace,’ 
declares the LORD Almighty.” (2:8–9)

God promises future glory and peace



“‘consider how things were before one 
stone was laid on another in the 
LORD’s temple. When anyone came to 
a heap of twenty measures, there 
were only ten. … I struck all the work 
of your hands with blight, mildew and 
hail, yet you did not return to Me,” 
declares the LORD. (2:15–16)

Haggai’s third message, 2:10-19  
Remember how things were!



“From this day on, … give careful 
thought to the day when the foundation 
of the LORD’s temple was laid. Give 
careful thought: is there yet any seed 
left in the barn? Until now, the vine and 
the fig tree, the pomegranate and the 
olive tree have not born fruit. From this 
day on I will bless you.” (2:18–19)

Things will be different now!



“Tell Zerubbabel governor of Judah 
that I am going to shake the heavens 
and the earth. I will overturn royal 
thrones and shatter the power of the 
foreign kingdoms. I will overthrow 
chariots and their drivers; horses and 
their riders will fall, each by the sword 
of his brother.”  (2:21–22).

Haggai’s fourth message,  
God will shake earth’s kingdoms!



Life lessons from Haggai

We should never procrastinate in doing 
God’s work(1:3) 

Misplaced priorities hinder God’s work 
(1:4,9) 

Our best effort is futile and fruitless 
without God’s blessing (1:5-6) 

The goal of God’s work is His glory and 
pleasure. (1:8)



Life lessons from Haggai

The remedy for a discouraged heart is to 
see life from God’s perspective (2:6-7) 

Everything belongs to and is under the 
control of the Lord (2:7-8) 

Holiness is not transferable (2:11-12) 

Sin contaminates everything one does 
(2:13-14) 

God is sovereign over the nations and 
kingdoms of this world. (2:20-22)



See you next week!

Read Zechariah, 
The King is Coming!


