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Key verse: 1:1, The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

Mark
AD 63-67
Purpose:
to explain
the gospel
to Romans:
Jesus the
Son of
God, the
suffering
servant, is
the ransom
for sin

“Whoever wants to be my disciple must
deny themselves and take up their cross
and follow me. For whoever wants to save
their life will lose it, but whoever loses
their life for me and the gospel will save it.
What good is it for someone to gain the
whole world and forfeit their soul? If
anyone is ashamed of me … in this sinful
generation, the Son of Man will be
ashamed of him when he comes in his
Father’s glory.” (8:34-38)
Without the cross there is no Christianity!

Jesus’ passion predictions in Mark,
revealing His journey to the cross
Religious authorities will kill Him

8:31

He will rise again after three days

9:31

He will be handed over to Gentiles

10:33-34

His death will be a ransom for many 10:45
Vineyard parable, owner’s son killed 12:1-12
Anointing in anticipation of His death 14:3-9
Shepherd stricken & sheep scattered 14:27

Jesus reveals His journey to the cross
Jesus then began to teach them that the
Son of Man must suffer many things and
be rejected by the elders, chief priests and
teachers of the law, and that He must be
killed and after three days rise again. He
spoke plainly about this, and Peter took
him aside and began to rebuke him. But
Jesus rebuked Peter. “Get behind me,
Satan! You do not have in mind the
concerns of God, merely human concerns.”
(8:31-33)

Cross = centerpiece of Christianity
The very thing that Peter repudiates, Jesus’
followers are called upon to embrace. We
must remember the purpose of Christ’s life,
death, and resurrection. The Cross is the
starting point of our Christian life and service,
the resurrection is the goal, the culmination.
These verses introduce the second section
focused on the cross and the resurrection of
Jesus as the suffering servant.

Transfiguration- a glimpse of glory
After six days Jesus took Peter, James and
John with him and led them up a high
mountain, where they were all alone. There
he was transfigured before them. His
clothes became dazzling white, …
And there appeared before them Elijah and
Moses, who were talking with Jesus.Then
a cloud appeared and covered them, and a
voice came from the cloud: “This is my
Son, whom I love. Listen to him!” (9:2–7)

Jesus’ journey to the cross-

Jesus’
lesson on greatness
J

They left that place and passed through
Galilee. Jesus did not want anyone to
know where they were, because he was
teaching his disciples. He said to them,
“The Son of Man is going to be delivered
into the hands of men. They will kill him,
and after three days he will rise.” But they
did not understand what he meant and
were afraid to ask him about it. (9:30–32)

They came to Capernaum. When he was
in the house, he asked them, “What were
you arguing about on the road?” But they
kept quiet because on the way they had
argued about who was the greatest.
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Challenges facing (us) His followers
1. Wanting power and prestige,
2. Forgetting the reality of hell,

9:33-41
9:42-50

3. Marriage & divorce problems, 10:1-12
4. Responsibility to children,

10:13-16

5. Wealth, too much or too little, 10:17-31
6. Ambition: humility vs. pride,

10:35-45

Jesus loves little children (we should)
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This was the first of three predictions of his own Passion (cf. Mt 17:22–23, 20:17–19), and if it wasn’t enough,
Jesus called for a decision from any among his disci-
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200 a man from finding God!
Money kept

People were bringing little children to Jesus
for him to place his hands on them, but the
disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw
this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let
the little children come to me, and do not
hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs
to such as these. Truly I tell you, anyone who
will not receive the kingdom of God like a
little child will never enter it.” And he took the
children in his arms, placed his hands on
them and blessed them. (10:13–16)

A man fell on his knees before Jesus said,
“Good teacher, what must I do to inherit
eternal life?” … Jesus said, “One thing
you lack. Sell everything you have and
give to the poor. Then come, follow me.”

Following Christ = future reward!

Follow Jesus on the way to the cross

Peter spoke up, “We have left everything to
follow you!” “Truly I tell you,” Jesus replied,
“no one who has left home or brothers or
sisters or mother or father or children or
fields for me and the gospel will fail to
receive a hundred times as much in this
present age: homes, brothers, sisters,
mothers, children and fields—along with
persecutions—and in the age to come
eternal life. But many who are first will be
last, and the last first.” (10:28–31)

The rich young man’s face fell. “He went
away sad, because he had great wealth.”
Jesus said, “How hard it is for the rich to
enter the kingdom of God.” (10:22-27)

Again he took the Twelve aside and told
them what was going to happen to him. “We
are going up to Jerusalem,” he said, “and
the Son of Man will be delivered over to the
chief priests and the teachers of the law.
They will condemn him to death and will
hand him over to the Gentiles, who will mock
him and spit on him, flog him and kill him.
Three days later he will rise.” (10:32–34)
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Jesus’ call to a life of servanthood

His triumphal entry into Jerusalem

Whoever wants to become great among
you must be your servant, and whoever
wants to be first must be slave of all. For
even the Son of Man did not come to be
served, but to serve, and to give His life
as a ransom for many. (10:43-45)

As they approached Jerusalem … at the
Mount of Olives, …
Many people spread their cloaks on the
road, while others spread branches they
had cut in the fields. Those who went
ahead and those who followed shouted,

Jesus’ example = humble service
and a sacrificial death as a
ransom for many

“Hosanna!” “Blessed is he who comes in
the name of the Lord!” “Blessed is the
coming kingdom of our father David!”
“Hosanna in the highest heaven!” (11:8–11)

Temple cleansing leads to death plot

A parable regarding Jesus’ death

Jesus entered the temple courts and
began driving out those who were buying
and selling there. … “My house will be
called a house of prayer for all nations. But
you have made it a den of robbers.”
The chief priests and the teachers of the
law heard this and began looking for a way
to kill him, for they feared him because the
whole crowd was amazed at His teaching.
(11:15–18)

Jesus then began to speak to them in
parables: “A man planted a vineyard. He
put a wall around it, dug a pit for the
winepress and built a watchtower. Then he
rented the vineyard to some farmers and
moved to another place. At harvest time he
sent a servant to the tenants to collect
from them some of the fruit of the vineyard.
But they seized him, beat him and sent
him away empty-handed. (12:1–3)

The Owner’s Beloved Son is killed!

Jesus is God’s Son: the Cornerstone

He sent many other servants; some of
them they beat, others they killed. “He had
one left to send, a son, whom he loved. He
sent him last of all, saying, ‘They will
respect my son.’ “But the tenants said to
one another, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s
kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.’
So they took him and killed him, and threw
him out of the vineyard. (12:4-8)

“The stone the builders rejected has
become the cornerstone; the LORD has
done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes.”

Jesus’ teaching on things to come,
the tribulation and Jesus’ return

Jesus is anointed: anticipating death

1. The first half of the tribulation

13:5-13

2. Second half of the tribulation

13:14-23

3. The Return of Jesus Christ

13:24-26

4. The regathering of believers

13:27

5. Parables on being prepared

13:28-37

Keep your eyes on the finish line!

Then the chief priests, the teachers of the
law and the elders looked for a way to
arrest him because they knew he had
spoken the parable against them. But they
were afraid of the crowd; so they left him
and went away. (12:10–12)

While Jesus was in Bethany, reclining at the
table in the home of Simon the Leper, a
woman came with an alabaster jar of very
expensive perfume, … She broke the jar and
poured the perfume on his head.
Some of those present were saying
indignantly, “Why this waste of perfume? It
could have been sold for more than a year’s
wages and the money given to the poor.”
And they rebuked her harshly. (14:3–5)

Jesus- the Shepherd will be stricken!

The call to watch and to pray

You will all fall away,” Jesus told them, “for it
is written: “ ‘I will strike the shepherd, and
the sheep will be scattered.’ But after I have
risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.”

They went to a place called Gethsemane,
Jesus said to the disciples, “Stay here and
keep watch.” Going a little further he fell to
the ground and prayed “Take this cup from
me. Yet not what I will, but what You will.”

Peter declared, “Even if all fall away, I will
not.” “Truly I tell you,” Jesus answered,
“today—yes, tonight—before the rooster
crows twice you yourself will disown me
three times.” (14:20-28)

Then He returned to his disciples and
found them sleeping. He said to Peter,
“Watch and pray so that you will not fall
into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the
flesh is weak.” (14:32-38)

Judas betrayed Jesus with a kiss!

Pilate yields to the ‘religious’ crowd

Then Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve,
went to the chief priests to betray Jesus to
them. They were delighted to hear this and
promised to give him money. So he watched
for an opportunity to hand him over. …

The chief priests stirred up the crowd to have
Pilate release Barabbas. “What shall I do,
then, with the one you call the king of the
Jews?” Pilate asked them. “Crucify him!” they
shouted. “Why? What crime has he
committed?” asked Pilate. But they shouted
all the louder, “Crucify him!”

“The one I kiss is the man; arrest him and
lead him away under guard.” Going at once
to Jesus, Judas said, “Rabbi!” and kissed
him. The men seized Jesus … (14:7-40)

Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released
Barabbas to them. He had Jesus flogged, and
handed him over to be crucified. (15:11-15)

Jesus, crucified by ‘religious’ crowd

The grave could not hold God’s Son

They brought Jesus to the place called
Golgotha. It was nine in the morning when
they crucified him. … The chief priests and
teachers of the law mocked him…
At three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a
loud voice, “My God, My God, why have you
forsaken Me?” … With a loud cry, Jesus
breathed his last. The curtain of the temple
was torn from top to bottom. When the
centurion, saw how He died he said, “Surely
this man was the Son of God!” (15:22-39)

Very early on the first day of the week, …
As they entered the tomb, they saw a young
man dressed in a white robe … and they
were alarmed. “Don’t be alarmed,” he said,
“You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene,
who was crucified. He has risen! He is not
here. See the place where they laid him.
But go, tell his disciples and Peter. He is
going ahead of you into Galilee. There you
will see him, just as he told you.” (16:1-7)

See you next week!

The empty tomb is proof that Jesus
accomplished His mission as the Son of God.
As the suffering servant He died on the cross
but was raised in triumph over Satan and sin.
Now He lives!! He has secured heaven, offers
hope to all that believe, and calls His disciples
to follow him in a life of servanthood.

As Luke presents
Jesus, the Savior for all!

