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Leviticus
Since we are no longer under the Law
and since Christ’s death on the cross
was the full and final sacrifice for sin
and rendered the Levitical sacrifices
obsolete and unnecessary,

Why should we study Leviticus?

Unique contributions of Leviticus
Holiness:
How sinful people can
approach a holy God

Sacrifices:
Why then? Why not today?

Israel’s history is
prewritten in Leviticus

A holy God required a holy people
I am the LORD your God; consecrate yourselves
and be holy, because I am holy. I am the LORD
who brought you up out of Egypt to be your God;
therefore be holy, because I am holy. (11:44-45)

That holy God still requires
His people to be holy today!
As obedient children, do not conform to the
evil desires you had when you lived in
ignorance. But just as He who called you is
holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written:
“Be holy, because I am holy.” 1 Peter 1:14-16

The sacrifice of Christ on the cross
was effective, sufficient, once-for-all!
Day after day every priest stands and
performs his religious duties; again and again
he offers the same sacrifices, which can never
take away sins. But when this priest (Christ)
had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins,
He sat down at the right hand of God, and
since that time He waits for his enemies to be
made His footstool. For by one sacrifice Christ
has made perfect forever those who are being
made holy. (Hebrews 10:11–14).

LEVITICUS: Worshipping and Walking with a Holy God
Key Verses: 11:44-45, I am the LORD your God, consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I am holy.
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How to approach and worship the
holy God who dwells in our midst
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Key Phrases:

Directions for Coming to God 1-16
Laws concerning Sacrifices 1-7
Sweet savor offerings (for worship and devotion)
1.Burnt Offering
2.Meal Offering
3.Peace Offering
Then Aaron’s sons are to burn it on the altar on
top of the burnt offering that is on the burning
wood, as an offering made by fire,
an aroma pleasing to the LORD. (3:5)

Directions for Coming to God 1-16
Laws concerning Sacrifices 1-7
Non-sweet savor offerings (restoring fellowship)
4.Sin Offering
5.Trespass “Guilt” Offering
6.Laws Regarding Offerings 6-7
When anyone is guilty in any of these ways,
he must confess in what way he has sinned and,
as a penalty for the sin he has committed,
he must bring to the LORD a female lamb or goat
from the flock as a sin offering; and the priest
shall make atonement for him for his sin. (5:5-6)

Directions for Coming to God 1-16
Inauguration of the Priests 8-10
Sin of Aaron’s sons as priests 10
Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu
took their censers, put fire in them
and added incense; and they
offered unauthorized fire before the
LORD, contrary to his command. So
fire came out from the presence of
the LORD and consumed them, and
they died before the LORD. (10:1-2)

Directions for Coming to God 1-16
Purification of the People 11-15
From Uncleanness due to:
Food eaten 11
Childbirth 12
Leprosy 13-14
Bodily uncleanness 15

I am the LORD your God; consecrate
yourselves and be holy, because I am holy.

Note the principle & practical nature!
Food: 11
Do not defile yourselves by any of these
creatures. Do not make yourselves unclean by
means of them or be made unclean by them.
I am the LORD your God; consecrate yourselves
and be holy, because I am holy. Do not make
yourselves unclean by any creature that moves
about on the ground. I am the LORD who
brought you up out of Egypt to be your God;
therefore be holy, because I am holy. ...
You must distinguish between the unclean and
the clean,” (11:43-45, 47)

Regulations for the Day of Atonement
Leviticus 16
Sin offering for the priest
Sin offering for the people
Scapegoat released
Ceremony completed
Day of Atonement to be
a perpetual ordinance.

Christ is the Full and Final Atonement
But only the high priest entered the inner room,
and that only once a year, and never without
blood, which he offered for himself and for the
sins the people had committed in ignorance. …
!

Christ did not enter by means of the blood of
goats and calves; but He entered the Most
Holy Place once for all by His own blood, thus
obtaining eternal redemption.
Hebrews 9:6-7,12

Christ is the Full and Final Atonement
Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that
was only a copy of the true one; he entered
heaven itself, now to appear for us in God’s
presence. Nor did He enter heaven to offer
Himself again and again, the way the high priest
enters the Most Holy Place every year with
blood that is not his own. … But now He has
appeared once for all at the end of the ages to
do away with sin by the sacrifice of Himself.
Just as man is destined to die once, and after
that to face judgment, so Christ was sacrificed
once to take away the sins of many people;
Hebrews 9:23-27

Directions for Communion with God 17-27

Maintaining Holiness 17-22
Among the people 17-20
Among the priests 21-22
Maintaining Fellowship 23-25
Through feasts 23
Through worship 24
Through sabbaticals 25

Maintaining holiness:
among the people, 17-20
By respect for sacrifices and blood 17
I will set my face against that person who
eats blood and will cut him off from his
people. For the life of a creature is in the
blood, and I have given it to you to make
atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is
the blood that makes atonement for one’s
life. Therefore I say to the Israelites, “None
of you may eat blood, nor may an alien
living among you eat blood.” (17:10-11)

Maintaining holiness:
among the people, 17-20
By respect for sex and marriage, 18
I am the LORD your God. You must not do
as they do in Egypt, where you used to live,
and you must not do as they do in the land
of Canaan, where I am bringing you. Do not
follow their practices. You must obey my
laws and be careful to follow my decrees.
I am the LORD your God. Keep my decrees
and laws, for the man who obeys them will
live by them. I am the LORD. (18:2-5)

Maintaining holiness:
among the people, 17-20
By respect for the needs & rights others 19
Do not-go about spreading slander among your people.
-do anything that endangers your neighbor’s life.
-hate your brother in your heart. Rebuke your
neighbor frankly so you will not share in his guilt.
-seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of
your people, but love your neighbor as yourself.
I am the LORD. (19:16-18)

Maintaining holiness:
among the people, 17-20
By respect for the seriousness of sin 20
Consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I am
the Lord your God. Keep my decrees and follow
them. I am the LORD, who makes you holy.
(20:7-8)
You must not live according to the customs of the
nations I am going to drive out before you. (20:23)
You are to be holy to me because I, the LORD, am
holy, and I have set you apart from the nations to
be my own. (20:26)

Maintaining holiness:
among the priests, 21-22
Necessity for holiness among priests 21:1-9
Requirements for the High Priest
21:10-15
Priests with physical deformities
21:16-24
They must not marry women defiled by
prostitution or divorced from their husbands,
because priests are holy to their God. Regard
them as holy, because they offer up the food of
your God. Consider them holy, because I the
LORD am holy—I who make you holy. (21:7-8)

Maintaining holiness:
among the priests, 21-22
Danger of personal defilement 22:1-16
Danger of defiling the offerings 22:17-33
The LORD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron and his
sons to treat with respect the sacred offerings
the Israelites consecrate to me, so they will not
profane my holy name. I am the LORD. (22:1-2)
The priests are to keep my requirements so that
they do not become guilty and die for treating
them with contempt. I am the LORD, who makes
them holy.’” (22:9)

Maintaining Fellowship, 23-25
Through feasts and assemblies 23
Through weekly worship
24:1-9
The LORD said to Moses, “Speak to the Israelites
and say to them: ‘These are my appointed feasts,
the appointed feasts of the LORD, which you are
to proclaim as sacred assemblies. (23:1-2)
Sabbath, Passover, Unleavened bread,
Firstfruits, Feast of weeks, Feast of Trumpets,
Day of Atonement, Feast of Tabernacles,

Maintaining Fellowship, 23-25
Penalty for blasphemy & murder 24
Say to the Israelites: ‘If anyone curses his God,
he will be held responsible; anyone who
blasphemes the name of the LORD must be put
to death. The entire assembly must stone him.
Whether an alien or native-born, when he
blasphemes the Name, he must be put to death.
If anyone takes the life of a human being, he
must be put to death. Anyone who takes the life
of someone’s animal must make restitution—life
for life. (24:15-18)

Maintaining Fellowship, 23-25
Through care for the poor of Israel, 25
If one of your countrymen becomes poor and is
unable to support himself among you, help him
as you would an alien or a temporary resident,
so he can continue to live among you. Do not
take interest of any kind from him, but fear your
God, so that your countryman may continue to
live among you. You must not lend him money at
interest or sell him food at a profit. I am the LORD
your God, who brought you out of Egypt to give
you the land of Canaan and to be your God.
(25:35-38)

Israel’s history prewritten:
‘But if you will not listen to me and carry out all
these commands, and if you reject my decrees
and abhor my laws and fail to carry out all my
commands and so violate my covenant,... I will
lay waste the land, so that your enemies who
live there will be appalled. I will scatter you
among the nations and will draw out my sword
and pursue you. Your land will be laid waste,
and your cities will lie in ruins. Then the land
will enjoy its sabbath years all the time that it
lies desolate and you are in the country of your
enemies; then the land will rest and enjoy its
sabbaths. Leviticus 26:14; 32-34

Promises and Warnings 26
Foundation of the Covenant,
I am the LORD your God, who brought
you out of Egypt so that you would no
longer be slaves to the Egyptians; I
broke the bars of your yoke and enabled
you to walk with heads held high. (26:13)
Chastening will follow disobedience, but
repentance and restoration are promised

Blessings to Follow Obedience
Note the “I will” promises of God
If you follow my decrees and are careful to
obey my commands,
I will send you rain in its season,
I will grant peace in the land, and you will lie
down and no one will make you afraid.
I will remove savage beasts from the land, and
the sword will not pass through your country.

Blessings to Follow Obedience
More “I will” promises of God
I will look on you with favor and make you
fruitful and increase your numbers.

I will keep my covenant with you.
I will put my dwelling place among you,
I will not abhor you.
I will walk among you and be your God,
and you will be my people. (26:1-13)

Chastening will follow disobedience
Leviticus 26:14-39
‘But if you will not listen to me and carry
out all these commands, and if you reject
my decrees and abhor my laws and fail to
carry out all my commands and so violate
my covenant, then I will do this to you:

Note the “I will” warnings of God

I will bring upon you sudden terror,
I will set my face against you,
I will punish you for your sins seven times over,
I will break down your stubborn pride,
I will multiply your afflictions seven times over,
I will send wild animals against you,
I will bring the sword upon you to avenge the
breaking of the covenant,
I will send a plague among you,

I will be hostile to you and I myself will punish
you for your sins seven times over.
I will destroy your high places,
I will turn your cities into ruins and lay waste
your sanctuaries,
I will lay waste the land so that your enemies
will be appalled,
I will scatter you among the nations and will
draw out my sword and pursue you.
I will make their hearts so fearful... they will
flee, stumble, fall, (Leviticus 26:14-39)

God Remembers and Restores His Own:
Leviticus 26:40-43
But if they will confess their sins and the sins of
their fathers—their treachery against me and
their hostility toward me, which made me hostile
toward them so that I sent them into the land of
their enemies—then when their uncircumcised
hearts are humbled and they pay for their sin,
I will remember my covenant with Jacob and my
covenant with Isaac and my covenant with
Abraham, and I will remember the land. For the
land will be deserted by them and will enjoy its
sabbaths while it lies desolate without them.

God Remembers and Restores His Own:
Leviticus 26:44-45
Yet in spite of this, when they are in the land of
their enemies, I will not reject them or abhor
them so as to destroy them completely,
breaking my covenant with them. I am the LORD
their God. But for their sake I will remember the
covenant with their ancestors whom I brought
out of Egypt in the sight of the nations to be
their God. I am the LORD.

Laws of Voluntary Devotion: 27
Dedication is to be voluntary, from the heart
Giving is in gratitude for blessings received
Commitments are for keeps!
Devotion is full and complete, not retractable
The best belongs to God!

“A tithe of everything from the land, belongs
to the LORD; it is holy to the LORD. …
He (we) must not pick out the good from the
bad or make any substitution.” (27:30-33)

Always give God your very best!

Next week-

Deuteronomy
Lessons learned
in the wilderness
Obedience
brings blessing

