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The Gospel of  Luke: 
Jesus, ‘The Man’ is Savior for all men

Unique Features of  Luke’s Gospel

 Part one of a two part salvation history, 
Luke records the life of Jesus on earth, 
Acts His continued ministry through His 
Spirit empowered disciples in the global 
spread of God’s salvation story.  

 Salvation is for all people and all nations. 
Jesus, the Son of God, became man in 
order to fulfill God’s salvation promise! 

   “Savior,” “Save,” occur more often in Luke 
than in all the other Gospels combined.   
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Resurrec;on 
Crucifixion

Birth in 
Roman 
context 

1:1-3:37

Ministry 
in  

Galilee 

4:1-9:50

Ministry        
in         

Samaria  
and Judea 
9:52-19:27

Passion and          
ProclamaCon      
in Jerusalem 
Luke 19:28- 

Acts 8:3

ProclamaCon      
in Samaria       
and Judea 

Acts 8:4-12:25

ProclamaCon      
to ends of the 
earth (Rome) 

Acts 13:1-28:31

Luke’s theme and purpose statement

Luke provided an orderly account of the life 
and ministry of Jesus Christ for a Gentile 
readership in order to certify that Jesus was 
the promised Savior for Israel and was 
indeed the Son of God who became the Son 
of Man in order to provide the way for all, 
both Jew and Gentile, to receive salvation.

The Son of Man came to seek  
and to save what was lost. 19:10

The Prologue of  Luke’s Gospel
Many have undertaken to draw up an 
account of the things that have been fulfilled 
among us, just as they were handed down 
to us by those who from the first were 
eyewitnesses and servants of the word. 
With this in mind, since I myself have 
carefully investigated everything from the 
beginning, I too decided to write an orderly 
account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 
so that you may know the certainty of the 
things you have been taught. (Luke 1:1–4) 

God’s salvation plan is urgent!

God’s salvation plan made events in 
Jesus’ life a necessity, highlighted by 
the word, “must” — 2:49; 4:43; 9:22; 
13:33; 17:25; 19:5; 22:37; 24:7, 26, 44.  

“The Son of Man must suffer many 
things and be rejected by the elders, 
the chief priests and the teachers of the 
law, and he must be killed and on the 
third day be raised to life.” (9:22)

 Unique features of  Luke’s Gospel

Jesus’ genealogy is traced to Adam 

Infancy narratives of John and Jesus 

There are four nativity songs by- 
Mary, Zacharias, angels, Simeon 
Focus is on individuals, esp. women 

Eye of a physician- analytic, precise 
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The birth of  John and Jesus, 
Interchanging birth narratives

Birth 
announcement  

of John 
1:5-25

Birth 
announcement  

of Jesus 
1:25-56

Birth and  
childhood  
of John 
1:57-80

Beginning the 
public ministry  

of John 
3:1-20

Birth and  
childhood  
of Jesus 
2:1-52

Beginning the  
public ministry  

of Jesus 
3:21-4:13

God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, to 
a virgin pledged to be married to Joseph … 
“You will conceive and give birth to a son, 
you are to call him Jesus. He will be great 
and will be called the Son of the Most High.” 
“The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow 
you. So the holy one to be born will be 
called the Son of God. …  

Nothing is impossible with God.” (1:26-37)

The virgin birth of  Jesus, the Savior Jesus in the temple, age 12 (2:31-52)
After three days they found him in the 
temple courts, sitting among the teachers, 
… Everyone who heard him was amazed 
at his understanding and his answers. 
When his parents saw him, they were 
astonished. …  
“Why were you searching for me?” Jesus 
asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my 
Father ’s house?” But they did not 
understand what he was saying to them.

The temptation of  Jesus (4:1-13)

1. Turn stones into bread — place your 
personal needs ahead of your mission 
“man shall not live on bread alone” 

2. Worship Satan as sovereign — accept 
Satan’s “authority” over earth’s kingdoms     
“I will give you authority over all these” 

3. Short cut to the kingdom — escape the   
cross, rule without redeeming sinners  
“Do not put the LORD God to the test!”

Jesus begins His ministry in Nazareth
Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the 
Spirit, and news about him spread through 
the whole countryside. … In the synagogue. 
He read from Isaiah. “The Spirit of the Lord 
is on me, he has anointed me to proclaim 
good news to the poor, … freedom to the 
prisoners, recovery of sight to the blind, to 
set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year 
of the Lord’s favor. … Today this scripture is 
fulfilled in your hearing.” (4:14-21)

Jesus is rejected in His hometown
Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote 
this proverb to me: ‘Physician heal yourself.’ 
No prophet is accepted in his hometown …” 

All the people in the synagogue were furious 
when they heard this. They got up, drove 
him out of the town, and took him to the 
brow of the hill on which the town was built, 
in order to throw him off the cliff. But he 
walked right through the crowd and went on 
his way. (4:23–30)

208    |    Histor ica l  Sec t ion :  The Li fe  of  Ch r i st

 constructed this city between AD 18 and 22 and had transferred his 
capital there from Sepphoris. He had adorned the city with a luxurious 
palace for himself, a stadium, a synagogue, and possibly a city wall. He 
had hoped to settle Jews in the city, but religious Jews were reluctant to 
live there because it was rumored to have been built over a cemetery; 
thus the city must have had a mixed Jewish and Gentile population at 
best. To the south of the city were hot baths noted for their therapeu-
tic properties. The Gospels never record that Jesus entered Tiberias, 
although the Sea of Galilee is called the “Sea of Tiberias” in John 6:1 and 
21:1, and, on one occasion, boats from Tiberias are said to have arrived 
with passengers wanting to see Jesus (6:23).

Four miles to the northwest of Tiberias, along the western shore 
of the sea, is the probable site of the New Testament city of Magadan 
(Matt 15:39). This is the place visited by Jesus after the feeding of the 

4,000 on the other side of the lake. The parallel text in Mark (8:10) has 
“Dalmanutha” in place of “Magadan,” and it is not certain whether 
the two places were identical. Possibly Dalmanutha was the port of 
Magadan. Compounding the uncertainty regarding the name and 
location of the site is the fact that the KJV, using late Greek manu-
scripts, reads “Magdala” in Matthew, and early Chris tian tradition 
held the site to be the home of Mary Magdalene. In addition, the same 
site seems to be called “Taricheae” (“the place of salted fish”) by Jose-
phus, who refers to Taricheae as a large city on the shore of the sea 
and the location of a bloody battle between Jews and Romans dur-
ing the first Jewish revolt (ca. AD 66 – 70; Josephus, War 3.10.1 – 10 
[462 – 542]).

Proceeding from Magadan 6 miles in a clockwise direction around 
the north shore of the Sea of Galilee, one comes to the village of Caper-
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Jesus is welcomed in Capernaum
They were amazed at his teaching, because 
his words had authority. In the synagogue 
there was a man possessed by a demon. 
He cried out, “Go away! What do you want 
with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come 
to destroy us? I know who you are—the 
Holy One of God!” “Be quiet” Jesus said 
sternly, “Come out of him!” The demon came 
out without injuring him. … The people were 
amazed … the news about him spread … 
                       (4:30-37)

Jesus alternates from public miracles  
to training disciples in private

Miracles 
4:31-44

Disciples 
5:1-11

Miracles 
5:12-26

Miracles 
6:1-11

Disciples 
5:27-39

Disciples 
6:12-16

Religious opposition intensified 
even as Jesus’ popularity grew!

Jesus faced persistent opposition 
from religious authorities

One day Jesus was teaching, and Pharisees 
and teachers of the law were sitting there. 
They had come from every village of Galilee 
and from Judea and Jerusalem. … 

The Pharisees and the teachers of the law 
began thinking to themselves, “Who is this 
fellow who speaks blasphemy? Who can 
forgive sins but God alone?” (5:17-21)

Opposition intensified as 
Jesus’ popularity increased!

Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his 
house, and a large crowd of tax collectors 
and others were eating with them. But the 
Pharisees and the teachers of the law 
who belonged to their sect complained to 
his disciples, “Why do you eat and drink 
with tax collectors and sinners?”  
                       (5:29–30)

One Sabbath Jesus was going through 
the grain fields, and his disciples began to 
pick some heads of grain, rub them in 
their hands and eat the kernels. Some of 
the Pharisees asked, “Why are you doing 
what is unlawful on the Sabbath?” (6:1–2)

Religious authorities seek a way to 
eliminate Jesus (put Him to death)

Authorities seek evidence ag. Jesus  
“a guilty verdict in search of  evidence”

On another Sabbath he went into the 
synagogue and was teaching, and a man was 
there whose right hand was shriveled. The 
Pharisees and the teachers of the law were 
looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they 
watched him closely to see if he would heal on 
the Sabbath. But Jesus knew what they were 
thinking and said to the man with the shriveled 
hand, “Get up and stand in front of everyone.” 
So he got up and stood there.” (6:6–8) 

Critics reject Jesus’ defense/evidence

Then Jesus said to them, “I ask you, which 
is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to 
do evil, to save life or to destroy it?”  

He looked around at them all, and then 
said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” 
He did so, and his hand was completely 
restored. But the Pharisees and the 
teachers of the law were furious and 
began to discuss with one another what 
they might do to Jesus. (6:9–11)

Jesus’ message and miracles  
in light of  the early rejection

He went down with them and stood on a 
level place. A large crowd of his disciples 
was there and a great number of people from 
all over Judea, from Jerusalem, and from the 
coastal region around Tyre and Sidon, who 
had come to hear him and to be healed of 
their diseases. Those troubled by impure 
spirits were cured, and the people all tried to 
touch him, because power was coming from 
him and healing them all. (6:17–19)



Jesus’ call to a new standard of  life
Love your enemies, do good to those who 
hate you, bless those who curse you, pray 
for those who mistreat you. … 

Do not judge, and you will not be judged. 
Do not condemn, and you will not be 
condemned. Forgive, and you will be 
forgiven. Give and it will be given to you…. 

Each tree is recognized by its own fruit…. 
For out of the overflow of his heart his 
mouth speaks. (6:27-45)

Jesus and two very different sinners
One of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have 
dinner with him, he went … reclined at the 
table. A woman in that town who lived a 
sinful life … came there with an alabaster 
jar of perfume. … began to wet his feet 
with her tears. Then she wiped them with 
her hair, kissed them and poured perfume 
on them. … the Pharisee said to himself, 
“If this man were a prophet, he would know 
what kind of a woman she is—that she is a 
sinner.” (7:36-39)

Jesus answered, “Simon, I have something 
to say to you.” Two people owed money to 
a certain moneylender. One owed him five 
hundred denarii, and the other fifty. Neither 
of them had the money to pay him back, so 
he forgave the debts of both. Now which of 
them will love him more?”  
Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had 
the bigger debt forgiven.”  
“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said.

The lesson on forgiveness & gratitude Jesus said to Simon, “I came into your 
house. You did not give me any water for 
my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears 
and wiped them with her hair. You did not 
give me kiss, but this woman … has not 
stopped kissing my feet. You did not put oil 
on my head, but she has poured perfume 
on my feet. Therefore, her many sins have 
been forgiven—as her great love has 
shown. But whoever has been forgiven little 
loves little.” Then Jesus said to her, “ Your 
sins are forgiven. …  go in peace.” (7:36-50)

This marks the turning point in Luke,  
Jesus reveals His destiny—the cross
But what about you?” Jesus asked. “Who do 
you say I am?”  
Peter answered, “The Christ of God.”  
Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to 
anyone. And he said, “The Son of Man must 
suffer many things and be rejected by the 
elders, the chief priests and the teachers of 
the law, and he must be killed and on the 
third day be raised to life.” (9:20–22)

Jesus’ caution to all who would follow
Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to 
be my disciple must deny themselves and 
take up their cross daily and follow me. For 
whoever wants to save their life will lose it, 
but whoever loses their life for me will save it. 
What good is it for someone to gain the whole 
world, and yet lose or forfeit their very self? 
Whoever is ashamed of me and my words, 
the Son of Man will be ashamed of them 
when he comes in his glory and in the glory of 
the Father and of the holy angels. (9:23–26)

As the time approached for him to be 
taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set 
ou t fo r Jerusa lem. And he sent 
messengers on ahead, who went into a 
Samaritan village to get things ready for 
him; but the people there did not welcome 
him, because he was heading for 
Jerusalem. … Then he and his disciples 
went to another village. (9:51–56)

Jesus begins His journey 
 to Jerusalem and the cross

See you next week!

As Luke leads us 
to the triumph of  the Son


