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Obedience 
brings blessing

These are the words Moses 
spoke to all Israel in the 
wilderness east of the Jordan
—(It takes eleven days to go 
from Horeb to Kadesh Barnea 
by the Mount Seir road.)  

In the fortieth year, Moses 
proclaimed to the Israelites all 
that the LORD had commanded 
him concerning them. East of 
the Jordan in the territory of 
M o a b , M o s e s b e g a n t o 
expound this law, saying, “Go 
in and take possession of the 
land the LORD swore he would 
give to your fathers, Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob. (1:1-5)

  Who, When, Where?   

Deuteronomy: Obedience Brings Blessing
Key verse: 29:9, Carefully follow the terms of this covenant, so that you may prosper in everything you do.

Key Words:      
LORD led you, gave,           
Listen, hear, obey,    
Love - Heart,  
Covenant 
Blessing,         
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Stipulations of the Covenant:             
General 4-11              Specific 12-26

 Sanctions: 
Renewal

Life Ratification Continuity

Administration, 
Succession

Commandments for the present Choices for     
the future

Transition to 
new leadership
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Covenant



Major themes in  Deuteronomy

➨ Character of  God 

➨ Israel’s key to greatness 

➨ Israel is God’s elect nation 

➨ God’s eye is on Israel & the land! 

➨ Obedience is the path to blessing 

➨ The first, greatest Commandment

The Character of  God- 
The LORD our God is:

Immanent       4:7, 31:8 

Transcendent 4:35-39 

Unique         3:24 

Sovereign    32:8, 39 

Eternal         32:40 

Father         32:5-6 

Gracious      7:7-8

Redeemer  7:8 

Powerful    4:34 

Creator       4:32 

Loving       7:7-8 

Merciful       4:31 

Lawgiver    4:8, 14 

Warrior       32:40-43

God is Israel’s Key to Greatness!   

What other nation is so great as to 
have their gods near them the 
way the LORD our God is near us 
whenever we pray to him? And 
what other nation is so great as to 
have such righteous decrees and 
laws as this body of laws I am 
setting before you today?  (4:5-8)

What made/makes America great?   

“No people can be bound to 
acknowledge and adore the invisible 
hand, which conducts the affairs of 
men more than the people of the 
United States. Every step, by which 
they have advanced to the character 
of an independent nation, seems to 
have been distinguished by some 
token of providential agency.      
     George Washington



“My concern is not whether God is on 
our side; my greatest concern is to be 
on God’s side, for God is always right.” 
!

“America will never be destroyed from 
the outside. If we falter and lose our 
freedoms, it will be because we 
destroyed ourselves.”  
!

“He has the right to criticize who has 
the heart to help.” Abraham Lincoln

Israel is God’s Elect Nation:   
To the LORD your God belong the 
heavens, even the highest heavens, the 
earth and everything in it. Yet the LORD 
set his affection on your ancestors and 
loved them, and he chose you, their 
descendants, above all the nations—as 
it is today. Circumcise your hearts, 
therefore, and do not be stiff-necked any 
longer. For the LORD your God is God of 
gods and LORD of lords, the great God, 
mighty and awesome, (10:14–17)

God’s eyes are on Israel & the Land:   
The the land you are crossing the Jordan 
to take possession of is a land the LORD 
your God cares for; the eyes of the LORD 
your God are continually on it from the 
beginning of the year to its end. So if you 
faithfully obey the commands I am giving 
you today—to love the LORD your God 
and to serve him with all your heart and 
with all your soul— then I will send rain 
on your land in its season, (11:10-14)

The land is God’s, they are stewards!   

Moses denied entrance to the Land:   
At that time I pleaded with the LORD:            
“O Sovereign LORD, you have begun to 
show to your servant your greatness and 
your strong hand. For what god is there in 
heaven or on earth who can do the deeds 
and mighty works you do? Let me go over 
and see the good land beyond the Jordan
—that fine hill country and Lebanon.” But 
because of you the LORD was angry with 
me and would not listen to me. “That is 
enough,” the LORD said. “Do not speak to 
me anymore about this matter. (3:23-26)



Lessons for Life  
No one is so gifted,  
no one is so godly,   

no pressure is so intense,  
no past achievement is so great,  

that it exempts us from obedience! 
Deuteronomy 3:23-29 

No one is above obedience, 
not even Moses!!

Obedience is the Path to Blessing:   
Acknowledge and take to heart this day 
that the LORD is God in heaven above 
and on the earth below. There is no 
other. Keep his decrees and commands, 
which I am giving you today, so that it 
may go well with you and your children 
after you and that you may live long in 
the land the LORD your God gives you 
for all time. (4:39-40)

The “First, Greatest Commandment”
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is 
one. Love the LORD your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your 
strength. These commandments that I give you 
today are to be upon your hearts. Impress 
them on your children. Talk about them when 
you sit at home and when you walk along the 
road, when you lie down and when you get 
up…. (6:4-9) 
Jesus’ summary of  the Law: (Matt. 22:37-38)  
Love the LORD your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind. This is 
the first and greatest commandment.

Tough Lessons Life Taught Them

Disobedience caries a high price tag! (1:35) 
Second thoughts are no substitute for  
initial obedience to God’s call! (1:41) 
Resolute effort will not bring success          
if God is not in our efforts! (1:42-44) 
Remorse doesn’t erase the past! (1:45-46) 
God specializes in second chances! (2:31)

Don’t be shackled by past failures!



Don’t let hard times or dangers 
make you doubt God’s love for you! 

Don’t let your fears about tomorrow 
make you forget  

God’s faithfulness yesterday  
or overlook God’s presence today! 

(1:26-33; 7:17-24)

Lessons for Life  

Good intentions are tested by life!

Tell us whatever the LORD our God tells 
you. We will listen and obey. … “Oh, that 
their hearts would be inclined to fear me 
and keep all my commands always, so 
that it might go well with them and their 
children forever!” … Walk in all the way 
that the LORD your God has commanded 
you, so that you may live and prosper 
and prolong your days in the land that 
you will possess. (5:27-33)  
Obeying God is an every day thing!

Heart Health = Love God!

Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the 
LORD is one.  Love the LORD your God 
with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your strength. These 
commandments that I give you today 
are to be upon your hearts. (6:4-6) 
!

 Above all else, guard your heart,      
 for everything you do flows from it. 
        (Proverbs 4:23)

Big victories come little by little!

The LORD your God will drive out those 
nations before you, little by little. You will 
not be allowed to eliminate them all at 
once, or the wild animals will multiply 
around you. But the LORD your God will 
deliver them over to you, throwing them 
into great confusion until they are 
destroyed. No one will be able to stand 
up against you; you will destroy them.   
         (7:22-24)



Hard times teach great lessons!
Remember how the LORD your God led 
you all the way in the desert these forty 
years, to humble you and to test you in 
order to know what was in your heart, 
whether or not you would keep his 
commands. He humbled you, causing you 
to hunger and then feeding you with 
manna, which neither you nor your fathers 
had known, to teach you that man does 
not live on bread alone but on every word 
that comes from the mouth of the LORD.     
           (8:1-2)

Don’t forget God in good times!
Be careful that you do not forget the LORD 
your God, failing to observe his commands, 
his laws and his decrees that I am giving you 
this day. Otherwise, when you eat and are 
satisfied, when you build fine houses and 
settle down, and when your herds and flocks 
grow large and your silver and gold increase 
and all you have is multiplied, then your 
heart will become proud and you will forget 
the LORD your God, who brought you out of 
Egypt, out of the land of slavery. (8:10-14)   

Good times may not last forever!

Prayer is a powerful force, use it!
Then once again I fell prostrate before the 
LORD for forty days and forty nights; I ate 
no bread and drank no water, because of 
all the sin you had committed, doing what 
was evil in the LORD’s sight and so 
provoking him to anger. I feared the anger 
and wrath of the LORD, for he was angry 
enough with you to destroy you. But again 
the LORD listened to me. And the LORD 
was angry enough with Aaron to destroy 
him, but at that time I prayed for Aaron too. 
           (9:18-20)   

The curse of  the cross!
If a man guilty of a capital offense is put to 
death and his body is hung on a tree, you 
must not leave his body on the tree overnight. 
Be sure to bury him that same day, because 
anyone who is hung on a tree is under God’s 
curse. You must not desecrate the land the 
LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance. 
            (21:22-23) 

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law 
by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: 
“Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.”  
          (Galatians 3:13)



Blessings    - Choice -    Curses 
      28:1-14          to make      28:15-68     

In the city and country 
In fruitfulness 
In victory over enemies 
Prosperity in your work 
Established as holy 
Nations will fear you 
You will lend not borrow

In the city and country 
In barrenness 
Defeat by your enemies 
Futility in your work 
Oppressed by nations 
Captive to the nations 
Aliens will rule over you

Remember the law of  proportion!

The LORD will bring a nation against you from far 
away, … a nation whose language you will not 
understand. (28:49) 
You will be uprooted from the land you are entering 
to possess. Then the LORD will scatter you among 
all nations, from one end of the earth to the other. 
Among those nations you will find no repose, no 
resting place for the sole of your foot. There the 
LORD will give you an anxious mind, eyes weary 
with longing, and a despairing heart. You will live in 
constant suspense, filled with dread both night and 
day, never sure of your life. (28:63-66) 
 

Looking ahead to Israel’s Exile

When all these blessings and curses I have set 
before you come upon you and you take them to 
heart wherever the LORD your God disperses you 
among the nations, and when you and your 
children return to the LORD your God and obey him 
with all your heart and with all your soul according 
to everything I command you today, then the LORD 
your God will restore your fortunes and have 
compassion on you and gather you again from all 
the nations where he scattered you. Even if you 
have been banished to the most distant land under 
the heavens, from there the LORD your God will 
gather you and bring you back.  (30:1-4)

Looking ahead to Israel’s Return

Life’s most important choice!
Now what I am commanding you today is not 
too difficult for you or beyond your reach. …    
I set before you today life and prosperity, 
death and destruction. (30:11-15) 

This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses 
against you that I have set before you life and 
death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, 
so that you and your children may live and 
that you may love the LORD your God, listen to 
his voice, and hold fast to him. For the LORD is 
your life, (30:19-20)



National mourning for Moses 
Moses the servant of the LORD died there in 
Moab, as the LORD had said. He buried him in 
Moab, in the valley opposite Beth Peor, but to 
this day no one knows where his grave is. 
Moses was a hundred and twenty years old 
when he died, yet his eyes were not weak nor 
his strength gone. The Israelites grieved for 
Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days, until 
the time of weeping and mourning was over.         
     Deuteronomy 34:5-8

Keep the faith. Finish well!

God’s Epitaph for Moses 
Since then, no prophet has risen in Israel like 
Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face, 
who did all those miraculous signs and 
wonders the LORD sent him to do in Egypt— 
to Pharaoh and to all his officials and to his 
whole land. For no one has ever shown the 
mighty power or performed the awesome 
deeds that Moses did in the sight of all Israel. 
       Deuteronomy 34:10-12

When my/your obituary is written, 
What will it say?

A new era begins with Joshua 

The LORD gave this command to Joshua 
son of Nun: “Be strong and courageous, 
for you will bring the Israelites into the land 
I promised them on oath, and I myself will 
be with you.”   (31:23) 

Now Joshua son of Nun was filled with the 
spirit of wisdom because Moses had laid 
his hands on him. So the Israelites listened 
to him and did what the LORD had 
commanded Moses. (34:9)

See you next week!

Read Joshua 
Faith is the Victory!


