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On a clear day the lofty heights
of Mount Hermon can be seen
from the surface of the Sea of
Galilee, from the Nazareth
Ridge and even—though
rarely—from the higher hills of
Samaria. For the Canaanites
who called the mountain both
Sirion (Ps 29:6) and, more
interestingly, Mount Sion
(Deut 4:48), the place was
akin to the Hellenic Mount
Olympus, the abode of the
gods. Geographical and
theological logic places Jesus’
Transfiguration somewhere
on its heights, a mountain
worthy of an appearance by the
prophetic mountaineers Moses
and Elijah (Mt 17:3).

wise hostile and pagan environment—just like the
church should be.
It was a moment of great expectation. Jesus followed with a jarring dose of reality:
From that time on he began to show his disciples
that he must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things
from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be
killed and raised up on the third day.
(Mt 16:21)

This was the first of three predictions of his own Passion (cf. Mt 17:22–23, 20:17–19), and if it wasn’t enough,
Jesus called for a decision from any among his disci-

(cf. Ex 19:10–20:21; 1 K
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Confronted by critics, sought by crowds
Jesus prepares the disciples
The Pharisees and teachers of the law
began to oppose him fiercely and to
besiege him with questions, waiting to
catch him in what he might say. (11:54)
Meanwhile, a crowd of many thousands
had gathered, so that they were trampling
on one another, Jesus began to speak
first to his disciples. … (12:1)
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Follow Jesus on His
journey to the cross

his journeys was to the south,
toward the Holy City. On the
way Jesus passed through or
touched nearly every region that
he had visited before. Although
he made two or three quick
trips to Jerusalem for specific
purposes in the process, the
overall sweep of his movements
remained fixed on the climax
of his journey—the Triumphal
Entry, the Cross, the Tomb and
the Resurrection.
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Parables200following rejection, 13-16
The high cost of following Christ
Three parables of the lost and the found,
a lost sheep, a lost coin, a lost son
The shrewd manager facing judgement,
“Pharisees, who loved money, heard
all this and were sneering at Jesus”
The rich man and Lazarus, the beggar

Jesus’ Journey to Jerusalem

The Blind and the Believing in Israel

Jesus took the Twelve aside and told
them, “We are going up to Jerusalem, and
everything that is written by the prophets
about the Son of Man will be fulfilled. He
will be delivered over to the Gentiles.
They will mock him, insult him and spit on
him; they will flog him and kill him. On the
third day he will rise again.” (18:31–33)

A blind man was sitting by the roadside
begging. When he heard the crowd going
by … he called out, “Jesus, Son of David,
have mercy on me.” Those who led the
way rebuked him and told him to be quiet,
but he shouted all the more, “Son of
David, have mercy on me.”…
Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight;
your faith has saved you.” (19:5-10)
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Jesus’ triumphal entry to Jerusalem

Jesus’ tears for the lost in Jerusalem

When he came near the place where the
road goes down the Mount of Olives, the
whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to
praise God in loud voices for all the
miracles they had seen:

Some Pharisees in the crowd said to
Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!”

“Blessed is the king who comes in the
name of the Lord!”
“Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”
(19:37–38)

As he approached Jerusalem and saw
the city, he wept over it and said, “If you,
even you, had only known on this day
what would bring you peace—but now it
is hidden from your eyes.” (19:39–42)

Jesus cleanses, claims the Temple

Olivet Discourse: End Times Revealed

When Jesus entered the temple courts, he
began to drive out those who were selling.
“It is written,” he said to them, “‘My house
will be a house of prayer’; but you have
made it ‘a den of robbers.’”

“Teacher” they asked, “when will these
things happen? What will be the sign that
they are about to take place?”

Every day he was teaching at the temple.
But the chief priests, the teachers of the law
and the leaders among the people were
trying to kill him. Yet they could not find any
way to do it, because all the people hung
on his words. (19:45–48)

“I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet,
the stones will cry out.”

The Olivet Discourse explains the
judgment which would remain on Israel
and especially the city of Jerusalem during
the “times of the Gentiles,” prior to the
return of Christ, (21:5–38)

Jesus is betrayed by Judas

The last supper: The Passover Lamb

Now the Passover was approaching, and
the chief priests and the teachers of the
law were looking for some way to get rid of
Jesus, for they were afraid of the people.
Then Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot,
one of the Twelve. And Judas went to the
chief priests and the officers of the temple
guard and discussed with them how he
might betray Jesus. They were delighted
and agreed to give him money. (22:1–5)

Then came the day of Unleavened Bread
on which the Passover lamb had to be
sacrificed. … When the hour came, Jesus
and his apostles reclined at the table. He
said to them, “I have eagerly desired to
eat this Passover with you before I suffer.
For I tell you I will not eat it again until it
finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.
(22:7–16)

Jesus’ anguished prayer in the Garden

Jesus’ arrest and night time trials

Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of
Olives, and his disciples followed him. On
reaching the place, he said to them, “Pray
that you will not fall into temptation.” He
withdrew, knelt down and prayed, “Father, if
you are willing, take this cup from me; yet
not my will, but yours be done.” …

Jesus endured a series of six, illegal, night
time trials. In the religious trials Jesus was
charged with blasphemy.

Being in anguish he prayed more earnestly,
and his sweat was like drops of blood
falling to the ground. (22:39–44)

The trials, false accusation, and sentence
occurred at night and violated God’s law
requiring truth and justice in national life!

That was not a criminal offense under
Roman law. The charge was changed to
sedition before the Roman civil court.

Sacrifice of the Son of Man for Men
When they came to the place called the
Skull, they crucified him there, along with
the criminals—one on his right, the other
on his left. Jesus said, “Father, forgive
them, for they do not know what they are
doing.” And they divided up his clothed
by casting lots. (23:33-34)

The crowd at the cross
The people stood watching, and the rulers
even sneered at him. They said, “He saved
others; let him save himself if he is God’s
Messiah, the Chosen One.”
The soldiers also came up and mocked him.
They offered him wine vinegar and said, “If
you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.”
There was a written notice above him, which
read: this is the King of the Jews. (23:35–38)

The two criminals at the cross

The heavens above the cross

One of the criminals who hung there hurled
insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save
yourself and us!” But the other criminal rebuked
him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you
are under the same sentence? We are
punished justly, for we are getting what our
deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing
wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me
when you come into your kingdom.” Jesus
answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will
be with me in paradise.” (23:39–43)

It was now about noon, and darkness
came over the whole land until three in the
afternoon, for the sun stopped shining. And
the curtain of the temple was torn in two.

The centurion & people at the cross

Jesus was buried in a borrowed tomb

The centurion, seeing what had happened,
praised God and said, “Surely this was a
righteous man.”

But all those who knew him, including the
women who had followed him from Galilee,
stood at a distance, watching these things.
(23:47–49)

Now there was a man named Joseph, a
member of the Council, a good and upright
man, who had not consented to their
decision and action. … He himself was
waiting for the kingdom of God. Going to
Pilate, he asked for Jesus’ body. Then he
took it down, wrapped it in linen cloth and
placed it in a tomb cut in the rock, one in
which no one had yet been laid. It was
Preparation Day, and the Sabbath was about
to begin. (23:50–54)

Sunday morning, the empty tomb!

The starting announcement!

On the first day of the week, very early in
the morning, the women took the spices
they had prepared and went to the tomb.
They found the stone rolled away from the
tomb, but when they entered, they did not
find the body of the Lord Jesus. While they
were wondering about this, suddenly two
men in clothes that gleamed like lightning
stood beside them. (24:1–4)

In their fright the women bowed down with
their faces to the ground, but the men said
to them, “Why do you look for the living
among the dead? He is not here; he has
risen! Remember how he told you, while
he was still with you in Galilee: ‘The Son
of Man must be delivered over to the
hands of sinners, be crucified and on the
third day be raised again.’ ” (24:5–7)

When all the people who had gathered to
witness this sight saw what took place,
they beat their breasts and went away.

Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father,
into your hands I commit my spirit.” When
he had said this, he breathed his last.
(23:44–46)

The “unbelievable” report!

On the road to Emmaus!

When they came back from the tomb, they
told all these things to the Eleven and to
all the others. It was Mary Magdalene,
Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and
the others with them who told this to the
apostles. But they did not believe the
women, because their words seemed to
them like nonsense. (24:9–11)

Now that same day two of them were going
to a village called Emmaus, about seven
miles from Jerusalem. They were talking
with each other about everything that had
happened. As they talked and discussed
these things with each other, Jesus himself
came up and walked along with them; but
they were kept from recognizing him.
(24:13–16).

Revelation on the road to Emmaus!

The exciting, first hand report!

He said to them, “How foolish you are, and
how slow to believe all that the prophets
have spoken! Did not the Messiah have to
suffer these things and then enter his
glory?” And beginning with Moses and all
the Prophets, he explained to them what
was said in all the Scriptures concerning
himself. (24:25–27)

They got up and returned at once to
Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven
and those with them, assembled together
and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen
and has appeared to Simon.” Then the
two told what had happened on the way,
and how Jesus was recognized by them
when he broke the bread. (24:33–35)

The personal appearance of Jesus!

Jesus gave them a mission to fulfill!

While they were still talking about this,
Jesus himself stood among them and said
to them, “Peace be with you.”

He told them, “This is what is written: The
Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead
on the third day, and repentance for the
forgiveness of sins will be preached in his
name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.
You are witnesses of these things. I am
going to send you what my Father has
promised; but stay in the city until you have
been clothed with power from on high.”
(24:46–49)

They were startled and frightened, thinking
they saw a ghost. He said to them, “Why
are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in
your minds? Look at my hands and my feet.
It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost
does not have flesh and bones, as you see
I have.” (24:36–39)

Jesus gave them (and us) a mission!
When he had led them out to the vicinity of
Bethany, he lifted up his hands and
blessed them. While he was blessing
them, he left them and was taken up into
heaven. Then they worshiped him and
returned to Jerusalem with great joy. And
they stayed continually at the temple,
praising God. (24:50)

The work awaits!
But they and we need to go out to do it!

And power they and we need to do this!

See you next week!
As John points us
to Jesus, the Son of God

