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The Revelation of  Jesus Christ!

Central Idea of  Revelation 

“The revelation of Jesus Christ, 
which God gave Him to show to 
His bond-servants, things which 
must shortly come to pass.”  1:1

Distinctive Features of  Revelation

 Christ centered throughout 
 Frequent use of symbols,  
 “Signature” use of number seven 
 Substantial role of angels 
 Theology is prominent  
 Use of the Old Testament 
 Judgment revealed, emphasized



Focus on Christ in Revelation
 Source & subject of Revelation,   1:1 
 The faithful witness            1:5 
 First-born of the dead                  1:5 
 Ruler of the kings of the earth      1:5 
 The first and the last            1:17 
 He holds holding the seven stars 2:1 
 Lion of the tribe of Judah            4:5 
 The Lamb (30 times!)                   4:8

Churches 1:4 
Spirits  1:4 
Lampstands 1:12 
Stars  1:12 
Seals  5:1 
Horns  5:6 
Eyes  5:6

Angels  8:2 
Trumpets 8:2 
Heads  12:3 
Diadems 12:3 
Plagues  15:1 
Bowls  15:7 
Kings  17:10

Numbers in Revelation  
“Signature” use of  seven in Revelation:

Songs in Revelation 
There are 20 songs of worship and 

praise, including 14 doxologies! 
4 living creatures = 4:8 
24 elders = 4:11; 5:9-10 with 4 creatures 
Many angels with every creature= 5:12 
Tribulation martyrs = 7:10 
Angel = 16:5-6 
A great multitude = 19:6-8

Purposes of  Revelation

To reveal (exalt) Jesus Christ = 1:1 

To unveil God’s kingdom plan = 1:5-9 

To encourage saints to persevere = 1:3 

To warn of coming judgment = 1:7 

To invite hearers to Christ = 22:17



I, John, your brother 
and companion in the 
suffering and kingdom 
and patient endurance 
that are ours in Jesus, 
was on the island of 

Patmos because of the 
word of God and the 
testimony of Jesus. 

(1:9)

Apostle John, author of  Revelation

Solving 
the 

Revelation 
puzzle

How do we 
interpret it?

How does 
the church 

fit in?

When does 
it happen?

What about 
the 

Millennium?

How do we Interpret Revelation?

X   Allegorical or symbolic method = 
   most was fulfilled by the church of 

first century, until chapters 19-22 

 Literal interpretation = figures of 
speech and images have a literal 
meaning, chapters 4-22 refer to 
future events and characters, 
including Israel and the church 

Preterist-   (past) fulfilled in 70 AD when 
                  Rome destroyed Jerusalem   

Historicist- fulfilled throughout history, no 
                  literal tribulation or millennium 

Futurist-     future fulfillment of ch. 4-22, 
                  literal tribulation, millennium, 
                  future for Israel, the church

Major views of  time in Revelation



Amillennial-     non-literal interpretation, 
   church replaced Israel, general 
   resurrection and judgement                   

Postmillennial- kingdom is spiritual, here now, 
                        future “golden” age, general 
                        resurrection and judgment 

Premillennial-  future fulfillment of ch. 4-22, 
                        literal tribulation, millennium, 
                        future for Israel and the church

Major views regarding the Millennium

“A” = “without” - no millennium 
 non-literal interpretation, 
 Christ now ruling (in heaven/on earth) 
 church replaced Israel, the “new Israel” 
 “kingdom” is present, spiritual in nature 
 resurrection is general, all at one time 
 judgement follows 
 no rapture (removal) of the church, 
 no future kingdom for Israel

Amillennial Interpretation

 “Post” = after - no literal millennium 
 “Kingdom” present, spiritual in nature 
 Transforming growth of the kingdom 
 World is progressively “Christianized” 
 General resurrection and judgement 
 Christ’s return  = golden age  
 No rapture of the church, or future 
kingdom for Israel

Postmillennial Interpretation



 Literal interpretation of Revelation  
 Israel and the church are distinct 
 Literal 7 year tribulation on earth  
 Christ returns before millennium  
 Literal millennium on earth with 
church-historic, Israel-dispensational  
 General resurrection and judgement

Premillennial Interpretation

Pre trib — believers raised with John 
                 in Revelation 4, before trib.    

Partial   — only “spiritual” believers 
                  

Mid trib — believers endure first half, 
                  raised before great tribulation 

Post trib— believers purified through 
                  tribulation, raised after

Major views re: Rapture of  the church

Symbolism in Revelation 
The revelation from Jesus Christ, which 

God gave Him to show … (1:1) 

“semaino” — “to give a sign,” “to signify, 
or communicate by sign or symbol” 

Three kinds of symbols are used: 
1. Those explained within Revelation 
2. Those drawn from the O.T. 
3. Unexplained (contemporary?) 



Symbols explained within Revelation 

Seven stars = Messengers,         1:20 
Seven lampstands = churches,        1:20 
Morning star = Jesus            2:28/22:16 
Seven lamps = seven spirits of God  4:5 
Bowls of incense = prayers of saints 5:8 
Great dragon, old serpent = Satan   12:9 
Ten horns of beast = ten kings        17:12 
Etc.

Symbols drawn from Old Testament 

Tree of life- 2:7, 22:2 = Genesis 3:22 
Hidden manna- 2:17 = Exodus 16 
Rod of iron- 2:27       = Psalm 2:9 
Morning star, 2:28      =  Numbers 24:17 
Key of David, 3:7      =  Isaiah 22:22 
Living creatures, 4:7  =  Zechariah 1  
Four horsemen,  6:1  =  Zechariah 1 
Two beasts, 13:1       =  Daniel 7

Unexplained (contemporary?):

The white stone     2:17 
The pillar     3:12 
The twenty four elders  4:4 
The seals     5:1, 6:1ff 
The two witnesses    11:3ff 
Woman clothed with the sun 12:1,2 
The winepress    14:20 
The lake of fire    19:20

Theology in Revelation 
“Few books of the Bible provide a more 
complete theology than that afforded by 
the book of Revelation.” Walvoord 

Inspiration and authority of the Bible 
Doctrine of the Father, Son & Spirit 
Origin and destiny of man and angels 
Sin, salvation, judgment, redemption 
Prophecy, consummation of all things



Use of  the O.T. in Revelation 

     Out of 404 verses in Revelation-  

 278-348 allusions to the OT! 

 Yet no direct quotation from OT! 

 Almost every book of the OT!

Structure of  Revelation 

What you 
have seen 

1

What is 
now  
2-3

What will take 
place later 

4-22

“Write, therefore, what you have seen, 
what is now, and what will take place 
later.” Revelation 1:19

The revelation from Jesus Christ, 
which God gave Him to show His 
servants what must soon take place. 
He made it known by sending His 
angel to his servant John, who 
testifies to everything he saw—that is, 
the word of God and the testimony of 
Jesus Christ. (1:1–2)

Jesus Christ = Source of  Revelation

Blessed is the one who reads the 
words of this prophecy, and 
blessed are those who hear it and 
take to heart what is written in it, 
because the time is near. (1:3)

Promise to the reader of  Revelation

But Revelation is a challenge to the 
reader to understand and interpret



John, to the seven churches in the 
province of Asia: Grace and peace to 
you from Him who is, and who was, 
and who is to come, and from the 
sevenfold Spirit before his throne, and 
from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful 
witness, the firstborn from the dead, 
and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 
                        (1:4–5)

Jesus Christ = Subject of  Revelation

To him who loves us and has freed 
us from our sins by his blood, and 
has made us to be a kingdom and 
priests to serve his God and Father
—to him be glory and power for 
ever and ever! (1:5–6)

Jesus Christ = Savior and Sovereign

Revelation reveals the full and final 
result of  the coming of  Jesus Christ

“Look, he is coming with the clouds,”  
and “every eye will see him, even 
those who pierced him”; and all 
peoples on earth “will mourn because 
of him.” So shall it be! Amen. 

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” 
says the Lord God, “who is, who was, 
who is to come, the Almighty.” (1:7-8)

The promise of  Christ’s Return



I, John, your brother and companion 
in the suffering and kingdom and 
patient endurance that are ours in 
Jesus, was on the island of Patmos 
because of the word of God and the 
testimony of Jesus. On the Lord’s 
Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard 
behind me a loud voice like trumpet 
…                  (1:9–10)

John’s vision of  things to come

which said: “Write on a scroll what 
you see and send it to the seven 
churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, 
Pe rgamum, Thya t i r a , Sa rd i s , 
Philadelphia and Laodicea.” I turned 
around to see the voice that was 
speaking to me. (1:10–12)

John’s vision of  things to come

I saw seven golden lampstands, and 
among the lampstands was someone 
like a son of man, dressed in a robe 
reaching down to his feet and with a 
golden sash around his chest. The 
hair on his head was white like wool, 
as white as snow, and his eyes were 
like blazing fire. (1:12–14)

John’s vision of  Christ in heaven



His feet were like bronze glowing in a 
furnace, and His voice was like the 
sound of rushing waters. In His right 
hand He held seven stars, and 
coming out of His mouth was a sharp, 
double-edged sword. His face was 
like the sun shining in all its brilliance. 
                      (1:15–16)

John’s vision of  Christ in heaven

When I saw Him, I fell at His feet as 
though dead. Then He placed His right 
hand on me and said: “Do not be 
afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am 
the Living One; I was dead, and now 
look, I am alive for ever and ever! And 
I hold the keys of death and Hades. 
                        (1:17–18)

Self  revelation of  Jesus Christ

“Write, therefore, what you have 
seen, what is now and what will take 
place later. The mystery of the seven 
stars that you saw in my right hand 
and of the seven golden lampstands 
is this: The seven stars are the angels 
of the seven churches, and the seven 
lampstands are the seven churches. 
                      (1:19–20)

John is told to record the vision

See you next week!

Revelation 2 

The Church then and now


