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 Hosea: 

 A Prophet’s Troubled Marriage 

and God’s Prodigal People

Periods of  OT Prophets

Israel’s “glory” 
years under 
Jeroboam II 
and Judah’s 
expansion 
under Uzziah

Biblica, p. 260

But, Assyria 
was growing 
in power and 
in territory!



Hosea’s “problem” marriage,

When the LORD began to speak through 
Hosea, the LORD said to him, “Go, marry a 
promiscuous woman and have children with 
her, for like an adulterous wife this land is 
guilty of unfaithfulness to the LORD.” So he 
married Gomer daughter of Diblaim, and 
she conceived and bore him a son. (1:2-3) 

Judgment/Salvation Cycles in Hosea 

1:2-9 2:2-13 4:1-5:14

Judgment Cycle

6:4-11:7 11:12-13:16

1:10-2:1 2:14-3:5 5:15-6:3 11:8-11 14:1-9

Salvation Cycle

The ways of the 
LORD are right!

Central Idea/Theme of  Hosea:

 God’s love for His prodigal people –
Israel’s apostasy is like Gomer’s adultery, 
but Hosea’s redeeming love is like God’s 
covenant faithfulness to Israel

“Go, show your love to your wife again, 
though she is loved by another and is an 
adulteress.  Love her as the LORD loves the 
Israelites though they turn to other gods.” 
                        Hosea 3:1

*God’s unfailing love for Israel/Judah will      
bring judgment but also final restoration 

Through the unfaithfulness of his own wife, 
God a l lowed Hosea to exper ience 
something of the heartache that God felt for 
His “wife,” Israel. Hosea pictures God’s 
hesed (loyal love) for His adulterous wife 
(1-3). In the second part of the book (4–13), 
God “takes Israel to court” to prove His 
charges that Israel had no faithfulness, 
(hesed, “loyalty-love”) or knowledge of God.



The Message of  Hosea:

!Hosea’s prodigal wife =        1-3   
Israel’s spiritual adultery,      
Gomer & Israel compared 

!God’s prodigal people =         4-14       
Israel’s apostasy exposed 

   Real repentance required  
   God’s judgment declared  
   Redemption is promised

Hosea:  God’s Love for His Prodigal People 
Key Verse: 3:1- Love her as the LORD loves the Israelites, though they turn to other gods…

Key Words: 
Know (14x) 
Return (11x) 
Lovers (6x)    
Love (6x) 

Hosea      
760-710 
Israel

God’s Prodigal People
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Israel (and Judah)Gomer

Israel’s Infidelity Exposed:             
Hosea’s Prodigal Wife, 2:2 – 23

Israel = God’s prodigal Wife     2:2-13 
1. Israel’s idolatry exposed      2:2-5 
2. Israel’s adultery judged        2:6-13 

Israel = restored as God’s wife   2:14-23 
1. Courtship, “I will speak tenderly” 
2. Betrothal, “in faithfulness” 
3. Restoration, “You are My people” 

*Israel is God’s “prodigal wife”:

She said, “I will go after my lovers, 
     who give me my food and water, 
     my wool, my linen, my olive oil, my drink 
… 
She has not acknowledged that 
    I was the one who gave her the grain, 
    the new wine and oil, 
who lavished on her the silver and gold— 
    which they used for Baal.  (2:5-8).



Israel will be punished by God:

I will take away my grain when it ripens, 
    and my new wine when it is ready. 
I will take back my wool and my linen… 
I will punish her for the days 
    she burned incense to the Baals; 
She decked herself with rings and jewelry 
    and went after her lovers, 
But me she forgot,” declares the LORD. 

                          (2:9-13).

But, Israel & Judah will be restored:

“In that day … declares the LORD— 
I will plant her for myself in the land;  
I will show my love to the one I called  
     ‘Not my loved one.’  
I will say to those called ‘Not my people,’ 
     ‘You are my people’;  
and they will say, ‘You are my God.’  (2:23).

Israel’s Infidelity Illustrated by             
Hosea’s Prodigal Wife, 3:1-5

Gomer and Israel restored     3:1-5 
Gomer redeemed by Hosea’s love, 3:1-3 

(Israel’s past - loved by God) 

Absence of intimacy in marriage,     3:4      
(Israel’s present - no king)         

Future repentance                           3:5 
  (Israel’s future return to God) 
           “You are My people”

The LORD said to me, “Go, show your love to 
your wife again, though she is loved by another 
man and is an adulteress. Love her as the 
LORD loves the Israelites, though they turn to 
other gods and love the sacred raisin cakes.”  

So I bought her for fifteen shekels of silver and 
about a homer of barley. Then I told her, “You 
are to live with me many days; you must not be 
a prostitute or be intimate with any man, and I 
will behave the same way toward you.” (3:1-3)

*The consequence of  “adultery”



“The Israelites will live many days without 
king or prince, without sacrifice or sacred 
stones, without ephod or household gods.  

Afterward the Israelites will return and seek 
the LORD their God and David their king. 
They will come trembling to the LORD and 
to his blessings in the last days. (3:4–5) 

Israel’s day of  salvation awaits:

Hear the word of the LORD, you Israelites,  
because the LORD has a charge to bring  
against you who live in the land:  
“There is no faithfulness, no love,  
no acknowledgment of God in the land. 
          (4:1) 

But first, God’s indictment of  Israel:

The three-fold charge against Israel

God’s indictment of  Israel, 4:1-5:15     

 A general indictment of the people (4:1-5) 

 “case”  = “court case, lawsuit” 

 “No faithfulness” =  
        “no trustworthiness”— (11:12–13:16)  

 “no kindness” (hesed) =                         
        “no loyalty-love”—  (6:1–11:11) 

 “no knowledge”  =  
        “no acknowledgement”— (4:6–5:15)

Israel charged with idolatry, 4-5     

1. Charges introduced in court,       4:1-5  
    (they have deserted the LORD) 

2. Evidence is presented,               4:6-19 
    (they have turned to idols) 

3. Verdict is announced,                5:1-15 
    (Ephraim (Israel) will be laid waste)  



*Warning to priests and people:

Because you have rejected knowledge,  
    I also reject you as my priests;  
because you have ignored the law of your God, 
    I also will ignore your children.  
The more priests there were, 
    the more they sinned against me; … 
And it will be: Like people, like priests. 
     I will punish both of them for their ways … 

because they have deserted the LORD  (4:1-10)

*Verdict reached- guilty as charged!
A spirit of prostitution is in their heart;  
     they do not acknowledge the LORD. … 
Ephraim will be laid waste …  
I will pour out My wrath on them … 
I will carry them off, with no one to rescue them. 
Then I will go back to My place  
     until they admit their guilt.  
And they will seek My face;  
     in their misery they will earnestly seek Me.  
                        (5:4–15)

Judgment is inescapable, 6:4-13:13     

1. A plea for Israel to return,         6:4-11 

2. Judgment is promised,             7:1-9:9 
    - kings do not seek the LORD,   7:1-7 
    - they seek foreign alliances,    7:8-16 
    - their judgment is declared,     8:1-9:9  

3. God’s hesed recalled,               9:10-11:11 
    - God cared for Israel as a vine 
    - God loved Israel “as a child” 

4. Ephraim’s disloyalty,                 11:12-13:13  

“What can I do with you, Ephraim? 
What can I do with you, Judah? 
Your love is like the morning mist, 
    like the early dew it disappears. … 
For I desire mercy, not sacrifice,  
    and acknowledgement of God  
    rather than burnt offerings… 

Their sins engulf them; 
    they are always before Me. (6:4–7:2) 

Israel’s faith in God is superficial:



“I long to redeem them  
     but they speak about me falsely.  
They do not cry out to me from their hearts  
     but wail on their beds.  
They slash themselves,  
     appealing to their gods  
     for grain and new wine,  
but they turn away from me. … 

They do not turn to the Most High. (7:13–16)

Israel turns instead to other gods:

“Ephraim built many altars for sin offerings, 
     these have become altars for sinning. 
I wrote for them many things in My law, 
     but they regarded them as something alien. 
… 
Israel has forgotten his Maker. 
     and built palaces. 
Judah has fortified many towns. 
But I will send fire upon their cities 
     that will consume their fortresses. (8:11–14) 

Israel’s repentance must be sincere:

Now they sin more and more;  
they make idols for themselves  
    from their silver,  
cleverly fashioned images,  
    all of them the work of craftsmen. 
It is said of these people,  
     “They offer human sacrifices!” 
      “They kiss calf idols!” (13:2-3)

*Instead, they sinned more and more!

I will ransom them  
     from the power of the grave;  
I will redeem them from death. 
Where, O death are your plagues? 
Where, O grave, is your destruction? 
                    (13:14)

*But God will one day redeem Israel!

Pray for the salvation of  Israel!    



Restoration is promised! 13:14-14:9     

 Redemption is promised,             13:14 

 Retribution in the meantime,        13:15-16 

 Israel invited to return to God,      14:1-3 

 God will graciously accept them,  14:4-8 

 God’s ways are right, obey them, 14:9

Return, Israel, to the LORD your God.  
    Your sins have been your downfall!  
Take words with you and return to the LORD.  
Say to him: “Forgive all our sins and  
    receive us graciously,  
    that we may offer the fruit of our lips. … 
We will never again say ‘Our gods’  
    to what our hands have made, (14:1–3)

*God’s gracious invitation to Israel:

An open invitation to the sinning saint!    

Lessons to be learned! 
God’s love is unchanging, He loves us 
because of who/what He is, not because of 
who we are or what we do.    

A nation that rejects the knowledge of God, 
rejects morality and spiritual hope. 

The wealth of the rich may become a source 
of pride, and cause them to forget God 

The object of our religion should be to please 
God, not to please ourselves.

See you next week!

Read Joel, 
The Great and Dreadful 

Day of  the LORD 
is coming!


