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The Gospel of  John: 
Jesus is the Christ, 

the Son of  God

“These things have been written 
that you may believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God; 
and that believing you may have 
life in His name.” John 20:31

The life of  Jesus, Son of  God
This is the disciple who testifies to 
these things and who wrote them down. 
We know that his testimony is true.  
Jesus did many other things as well. If 
every one of them were written down, I 
suppose that even the whole world 
would not have room for the books that 
would be written. (21:24–25)

A factual, reliable biography 
recorded by John, an eye witness

John, the author
1. He was the son of Zebedee (Mark 1:19), 

the brother of James the Martyr (Acts 12:2). 

2. He was probably a cousin of Jesus      
   (Compare John 19:25 and Matthew 27:56). 

3. He grew up in Bethsaida by Galilee and 
was a fisherman by trade. He was known in 
Jerusalem and was personally acquainted 
with the high priest. (18:15). 

4. He was an early disciple of John the Baptist 
and one of the first disciples of Jesus. 

John, the author
5. He was called one of the ‘sons of thunder’ 

because of his zeal and fiery intensity  

6. By nature John was a great sinner, but 
Christ transformed him into a great saint. 

7. After Jesus’ resurrection, he took Jesus’ 
mother, Mary, as his own (John 19:27). 
He remained in Jerusalem until about 66 
A.D. when he moved to Ephesus. 

8. John wrote five of the New Testament 
books, second most of any author.

 Unique features of  John’s Gospel

Concise, fewer words than the others 

Most ‘profound’ of the four Gospels 

Rich insight into Jesus’ identity as God  

Seven “I am” statements by Jesus 

Seven miracles as “signs” 

Seven extended discourses of Jesus

The Seven “I Am’s” of  John

1. I AM the bread of life (6:35) 

2. I AM the light of the world  (8:12) 

3. I AM the door of the sheep  (10:7, 9) 

4. I AM the good shepherd  (10:11, 14) 

5. I AM the resurrection and the life (11:25) 

6. I AM the way, the truth, the life (14:6) 

7. I AM the true vine  (15:1, 5) 

The Seven Signs in John
1. Water to wine: 2:1-11 

2. Healing nobleman's son: 4:46-54. 

3. Healing man at Bethesda: 5:1-18 

4. Feeding the 5,000: 6:1-14 

5. Walking on water: 6:15-21 

6. Healing the blind man: 9:1-41 

7. Raising of Lazarus: 11:1-57



The Seven Discourses in John

1. Son of God (Savior), 3:1-21 

2. Water of Life, 4:1-26 

3. Claim to Deity, 5:17-47 

4. Bread (water) of life, 6:22-39; (7:37-39)     

5. Light of the World, 8:12-59 

6. The Good Shepherd, 10:1-21 

7. The Upper Room Discourse, 14-16

Theme and structure of  John

John's primary aim is stated in 20:31-  
“These things have been written that you 
may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God; and that believing you may have life 
in His name.”  

Intellectual conviction: That you may believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 

Spiritual regeneration: That believing you 
may have life… “Believe” occurs 98 times!

The “Word” (logos) in John’s world

Greek sense:  The word (logos) was a 
mediating philosophical principle between 
God (good) and matter (evil). 

Jewish sense:  The Word (logos)  was a 
revelation of God, that which personified 
God (Psalm 33:6; 107:20; 119:89; 147:15)

By the word of the LORD the heavens 
were made, and by the breath of His 
mouth all their host. Psalm 33:6

Prologue: the ‘Word’ (Logos) in John

In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
He was with God in the beginning. Through 
him all things were made; without him 
nothing was made that has been made. In 
him was life, and that life was the light of all 
mankind. The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not overcome it. 
                         (John 1:1–5)

The “Word” (logos) in John’s Gospel

 The Word (logos) is a Person, that is, 
         He is God Who became Flesh! 

 The Word (logos) predates time 

 The Word (logos) is in a unique  
        relationship to/with God the Father 

 The Word (logos) always was/is God

        

John: The Son of  God, the Word, Became Flesh
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Seven Discourses 
Son of God is the Savior, 3:1-21 
Son is the living water, 4:1-26 
Son is one with the Father, 5:17-47 
Son is the bread of life, 6:22-39 
Son is the light of the world, 8:12-59 
Son is the good shepherd, 10:1-21 
Son is the way, truth, life, 14:1-16:35

Key verse: 20:31, written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.. have life in His name
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Seven “Signs”      
Turning water into wine, 2:1-11 
Healing nobleman’s son, 4:46-54 
Healing man at Bethesda, 5:1-18 
Feeding the 5,000 men, 6:1-14 
Walking on the water, 6:15-21 
Healing a man born blind, 9:1-41 
Raising Lazarus to life, 11:1-57

Seven “I am” Statements     
I am the bread of life, 6:35  
I am the light of the world, 8:12  
I am the door of the sheep, 10:7, 9 
I am the good shepherd, 10:11, 14   
I am the resurrection and the life, 11:25  
I am the way, the truth, the life, 14:6 
I am the true vine, 15:1, 5                  

Preparation of the 
disciples in light of 

the rejection

Presentation to multitudes 
leads some to believe, but 

His own will not believe

Passion of the Son, 
death on the cross = 
resurrection triumph

God so loved the world, 
that He gave His only 

begotten Son

I came from the Father 
now I am leaving and   

going back to the Father

I and the Father are one. He who 
does not honor the Son does not 
honor the Father who sent Him

I brought You glory on 
earth, by completing the 
work you gave me to do

The Son of  God 
Gives Eternal Life   
to All that Believe

It is 
finished!

Behold the 
Lamb of God!

Essence of  the Son as- the Word 1:1-5

1. Deity of the Son = eternal, co-existent with 
the Father, co-existence with distinction, 
equal with, yet distinct from the Father 

2. Pre-incarnate work of the Son in creation =       
All things owe their existence to Him, 
without exception, nothing exists in the 
natural/original world that He did not create 

3. Preeminence of the Son as life and light =  
He is life and light for men in contrast to 
the darkness that did not comprehend Him

Exposition of  the Son to the World 1:6-18

1. Forerunner of the Son =  
    the witness of John to the Light, 1:6-8 

2. Rejection of the Son = 
      by those He has created, 1:9-11 
3. Reception of the Son = 
      by those who believe, 1:12-13 
4. Incarnation of the Son = 
      the Word became flesh, 1:14-15 
5. Revelation of the Son = 
      He is grace and truth incarnate, 1:16-18



Incarnation: fully God—fully man!

The Word became flesh and made his 
dwelling among us. We have seen his 
glory, the glory of the One and Only, 
who came from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. (John testified concerning 
him. He cried out, saying, “This is the 
one I spoke about when I said, ‘He who 
comes after me has surpassed me 
because he was before me.’ ”)  
                     (1:14–15)

The Word is God in human flesh 
He has revealed grace and truth 

Out of his fullness we have all received, 
grace upon grace. For the law was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. No one has ever 
seen God, but the one and only Son, who 
is himself God and is in closest 
relationship with the Father, has made him 
known. (1:16–18)

The Deity of  Jesus Christ

The Word was God  (John 1:1) 

Jesus is identified as/with Yahweh (LORD) 
of the O.T. (12:37-41; Isaiah 6:10; 53:1) 
Jesus is creator (John 1:3) 

Jesus is life-giver (John 1:12; 20:31) 

Jesus is baptizer (John 1:33), sender of 
the Holy Spirit (7:37-39; 14:16-17, 26) 

The Deity of  Jesus Christ

The I AM statements  (8:58) 

Jesus as object of faith: “believe in Me” 

Titles of Jesus: The Christ; Only begotten 
Son of God; Son of Man; the Way; the 
Truth; the Life; the Door, etc.  

John ascribes attributes of deity to Jesus: 
omniscience (1:48-50; 4:29; 20:24-28; cf. 
Rev 1:14; 2:18, 23; 19:12); omnipotence 
(Rev 1:8 cf. 4:8);  omnipresence (1:48) 

The Humanity of  Jesus Christ

Human Nature/spirit ( 19:30-31, 40; 11:33; 
12:27; 13:21) 

human emotions  (11:35; 13:21) 

human limitations  (4:6-7; 19:28-36) 

human death  (19:30, 32-34) 

Apostolic witness  (20: 30-31; 21:24; 1 Jn. 
1:1-3; 4:2-3; 2 Jn. 7-11) 

Title: Son of Man  (1:51; 5:27. cf. Dan. 7:13) 

God incarnate, in human flesh  (1:14) 

The Humanity of  Jesus Christ

His humanity was full and complete 

His humanity was real and permanent 

His human and divine natures remained 
unchanged 
His human and divine natures are united 
in one person:  One person with two fully 
separate natures (hypostatic union)

(Adapted from B. F. Westcott,  
The Gospel According to St. John, 10-11) 

The most beloved verse in the Bible
For God so loved the world that he gave 
his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life. John 3:16 

For God did not send his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but to save 
the world through him. (3:17)

Jesus ministers to the multitudes 
 but faces persistent opposition

1. Opposition in Jerusalem:  5:1-47 

2. Opposition in Galilee:        6:1-71 

3. Opposition in Jerusalem:   7:1-10:21 

4. Opposition in Jerusalem:     10:22-42 

5. Opposition at Bethany:      11:1-12:11 

6. Opposition in Jerusalem:     12:12-50



Religious leaders seek to kill Jesus!
Because Jesus was doing these things on 
the Sabbath, the Jewish leaders began to 
persecute him. In his defense Jesus said to 
them, “My Father is always at his work to 
this very day, and I too am working.” For this 
reason they tried all the more to kill him; not 
only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he 
was even calling God his own Father, 
making himself equal with God. (5:16–18)

Jesus knows that the cross awaits!
It was just before the Passover Festival. 
Jesus knew that the hour had come for him 
to leave this world and go to the Father. 
Having loved his own who were in the 
world, he loved them to the end.  
The evening meal was in progress, and the 
devil had already prompted Judas, the son 
of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. Jesus 
knew that the Father had put all things 
under his power, and that he had come from 
God and was returning to God; (13:1–4)

But, that is not the end of  His story!
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You 
believe in God; believe also in me. My 
Father’s house has many rooms; if that 
were not so, would I have told you that I am 
going there to prepare a place for you? And 
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come back and take you to be with me that 
you also may be where I am. You know the 
way to the place where I am going.”  
                        (14:1–4)

Jesus condemned in night time trials!

1. Annas, the former high priest, 18:13 
2. Caiaphas, current high priest, 18:24 
3. Pilate, first hearing, “judge him yourself” 
4. Pilate, second hearing, “What is truth?” 
5. Pilate, third hearing, “no basis for charge” 
6. Pilate, fourth hearing, “no basis for charge” 
7. Pilate, final sentencing, “Here is your king” 

“Shall I crucify your king?” 
8. Chief priests, “We have no king but Caesar”

Jesus was crucified!
So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. 
Carrying his own cross, he went out to the 
place of the Skull. There they crucified 
him, and with him two others—one on 
each side and Jesus in the middle. …  

Later, knowing that everything had now 
been finished, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” 
… When He had received the drink, 
Jesus said, “It is finished.” He bowed His 
head and gave up His spirit. (19:16–30)

Jesus was buried in a borrowed tomb!
Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate 
for the body of Jesus. With Pilate’s 
permission, he took the body away, and 
accompanied by Nicodemus, …  

Taking Jesus’ body, they wrapped it with 
the spices in strips of linen. … At the 
place where Jesus was crucified, there 
was a garden, and in the garden, a new 
tomb, in which no one had ever been laid. 
They laid Jesus there. (19:38–42)

Jesus rose from the dead, He Lives!
On the evening of that first day of the week, 
when the disciples were together, with the 
doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you!” After he said this, he 
showed them his hands and side. The disciples 
were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.  

Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the 
Father has sent me, I am sending you.”  
                         (20:19–21)

See you next week!

As we continue in John 
Gems in John


