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Joshua: Faith is the Victory!

Distinctive Issues and Ideas
Promised Land- who owns it?
Holy War- God’s justice?
Miracles- God’s power
Faith and Rest- God’s provision

"Holy War"
Religious, not political or military issue
Directly commanded by God
Graciously delayed for 400 years,
Necessary to preserve Israel
(validated by Israel’s history in Judges)
Caused by their own corruption

Miracles in Joshua
First- Crossing the Jordan 3-4
Second- Fall of Jericho’s walls, 6
Third- Hailstones at Beth-horon, 10
Fourth- Extended Day at Aijalon, 10

Faith and Rest in Joshua
Faith is the key to victory in Joshua as
evidenced in crossing the Jordan River,
Rahab’s salvation, Caleb’s request
Rest results from covenant loyalty, it is
mentioned 17 times in Joshua!
“The LORD gave them rest on every
side, just as He had sworn to their
forefathers. Not one of their enemies
withstood them;” (21:44-45)

JOSHUA: Possessing the Promised Land
Key verse: 11:23, Joshua took the entire land , just as the LORD had directed Moses as an inheritance to Israel
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What’s wrong with this verse? (1:8)
“Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your
mouth; Then you will be prosperous and successful.”

Two essentials are missing!
“Do not let this Book of the Law depart from
your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that
you may be careful to do everything written in it.
Then you will be prosperous and successful.

Prosperity and success are byproducts of
meditating (total absorption with the Law),
obedience to all that the Law commands!

Rahab from sinner to saint by faith, 2:1-24
-Morally she was a derelict but she was repentant,
-Skilled at deception, took great risk to shelter spies
-Gave refuge to the spies & asked refuge in return
-Understood and believed in the God of Israel
-Mother of Boaz, great, great grandmother of David
-Example of saving faith in Hebrews 11:30-31
-Example of working faith in James 2:25
-Scarlet cord, the sign of her faith and her salvation

Caution: God at Work! 3-4
Crossing the Jordan River at flood stage
Joshua told the people, “When you see the ark
of the covenant of the LORD your God, and the
priests, who are Levites, carrying it, you are to
move out from your positions and follow it.
Then you will know which way to go, since you
have never been this way before. …
Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD
will do amazing things among you.” … This is
how you will know the living God is among you
and that He will drive out before you the
Canaanites …

First Miracle- Crossing the Jordan 3-4
a. Details of the miracle
-Jordan at flood stage
-Priests & the Ark are central
-Two memorials erected
b. Nature of the miracle
-Waters are held back
-Rapid drying of riverbed
c. Purpose of the miracle
-Validate Joshua’s leadership
-Authenticate God’s presence
-Demonstrate God’s Lordship

3:15
3:11, 13, 17
4:3, 8-9, 20
3:13, 16
3:17
3:7; 4:14
3:10; 4:23
4:24; 2:10

Conquest of the Land, 6-12
Central Campaign
1. Victory at Jericho
2. Sin of Achan brings defeat at Ai
3. Judgment of Achan & victory at Ai
4. Deception of the Gibeonites

6-9
6
7
8
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Second Miracle- Fall of Jericho’s walls, 6
a. Details of the miracle
-Jericho is fortified & fearful
6:1
-Seventh day circled city 7 times 6:4, 15
-City devoted to destruction
6:17-19, 21
-Rahab and her family spared
6:17, 22-23
(cf. Hebrews 11:31 and James 2:25)
-Collapse of Jericho’s walls
6:20
-Rahab’s home on the wall spared 6:22
b. Purpose of the miracle
-Judgment begun on Canaanites 6:17, 21
(note Genesis 15:6; Joshua 7:7)
-Validate Joshua’s leadership
6:27

Lessons to be learned in Joshua
At Jericho- Faith is the victory! But,
At Ai- Sin brings defeat and death!
Note the process as temptation turns to
sin- Achan saw > coveted > took > hid
Sin of one man brought defeat to an entire
nation and death to his family (+36 others)
Success leads to presumption, no prayer
There’ll be no victory until sin is dealt with!

Third Miracle- Hailstones at Beth-horon, 10
a. Details of the miracle
-Joshua called on to defend Gibeon
-Divine assurance of victory
-All night march & surprise attack
b. Nature of the miracle
-Divine intervention thru confusion
-Giant, deadly hailstones
c. Purpose of the miracle
-Judgment of Amorites (Gen. 15:16)
-Defeat of southern confederacy,

10:1-6
10:7-8
10:9
10:10

10:12
10:19

Fourth Miracle- Extended Day at Aijalon
Cessation or delay of normal rotation of earth
and effect of the sun.
-Day was clearly miraculous, unique, unrepeated
-Required the temporary suspension of “natural”
law by God, Creator of natural law.
-Some have identified support in astronomical
data regarding chronology, the “missing day,”
for addional time added here and Hezekiah’s
day (2 Kings 20:1-11; 2 Chron, 32:24; Is. 38)
Requires the most substantial and clear divine
intervention, is preferred by most conservatives

Caleb’s Courageous Faith
“Now then, just as the LORD promised, He has
kept me alive for forty-five years since the time
He said this to Moses, while Israel moved
about in the desert. So here I am today, eightyfive years old! I am still as strong today as the
day Moses sent me out; I’m just as vigorous to
go out to battle now as I was then. Now give
me this mountain that the LORD promised me
that day. You yourself heard then that the
Anakites were there and their cities were large
and fortified, but, the LORD helping me, I will
drive them out just as He said.” (14:10-12)

Faith is the key to victory in God’s work!
“The church has always prospered most
when it has been blessed with strong,
spiritual leaders who expected and
experienced the touch of the supernatural
in their service.” J. Oswald Sanders,
“We never test the resources of God until
we attempt the impossible.” F. B. Meyer

“Attempt something so impossible that
unless God is in it, it is doomed to failure.”
John Haggai

Civil Crisis, avoiding Conflict, 22
How to avoid and resolve conflicts
A misunderstood memorial—threat of civil war
The issue, “Is it an idol or an altar?”
1. Investigate before you accuse or go to war!
2. Discuss your differences, ask what and why
(action & motives) before accusing a brother!
3. Look at the issue from both (all) sides!
4. Conflicts, when properly resolved can lead to
rejoicing, harmony and praise to God!

Remember the Past, 23:1-5
After a long time had passed and the Lord had
given Israel rest from all their enemies around
them, Joshua, by then old and well advanced
in years, summoned all Israel——and said to
them: “I am old and well advanced in years.
You yourselves have seen everything the LORD
your God has done to all these nations for your
sake; it was the LORD your God who fought for
you. Remember how I have allotted as an
inheritance for your tribes all the land of the
nations that remain—the nations I conquered

Guard your heart today, 23:6-13
“Be very strong; be careful to obey all that is
written in the Book of the Law of Moses,
without turning aside to the right or to the left.
Do not associate with these nations that remain
among you; do not invoke the names of their
gods or swear by them. You must not serve
them or bow down to them. But you are to hold
fast to the LORD your God, as you have until
now.“The LORD has driven out before you great
and powerful nations; … because the LORD
your God fights for you, just as he promised.
So be very careful to love the LORD your God.

Face the Future with Faith, 23:14-16
“Now I am about to go the way of all the earth.
You know with all your heart and soul that not
one of all the good promises the LORD your God
gave you has failed. Every promise has been
fulfilled; not one has failed. But just as every
good promise of the LORD your God has come
true, so the LORD will bring on you all the evil He
has threatened, until He has destroyed you from
this good land He has given you. If you violate
the covenant of the LORD your God and serve
other gods … you will quickly perish from the
good land He has given you.”

The Call for Commitment, 24:14-15
“Now fear the LORD and serve him with all
faithfulness. Throw away the gods your
forefathers worshiped beyond the River and in
Egypt, and serve the LORD. But if serving the
LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose
for yourselves this day whom you will serve,
whether the gods your forefathers served
beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites,
in whose land you are living. But as for me and
my household, we will serve the LORD.”

The Cost of Commitment, 24:19-23
Joshua said to the people, “You are not able
to serve the LORD. He is a holy God; he is a
jealous God. … If you forsake the LORD …
But the people said to Joshua, “No! We will
serve the LORD.” Then Joshua said, “You are
witnesses against yourselves that you have
chosen to serve the LORD.”
“Yes, we are witnesses,” they replied. “Now
then,” said Joshua, “throw away the foreign
gods that are among you and yield your hearts
to the LORD, the God of Israel.”

Confirming the Commitment, 24:24-27
And the people said to Joshua, “We will serve
the LORD our God and obey him.” On that day
Joshua made a covenant for the people, and
he drew up for them decrees and laws. And
Joshua recorded these things in the Book of
the Law of God. Then he took a large stone
and set it up there under the oak near the
holy place of the LORD.“See!” he said to all the
people. “This stone will be a witness against
us. It has heard all the words the LORD has
said to us. It will be a witness against you if
you are untrue to your God.”

Historical Postscript, 24:29-31
After these things, Joshua son of Nun,
the servant of the LORD, died at the age
of a hundred and ten. And they buried
him in the land of his inheritance, …
Israel served the LORD throughout the
lifetime of Joshua and of the elders who
outlived him and who had experienced
everything the LORD had done for Israel.

Lessons to be learned in Joshua
There is great potential in a group of people
committed to following God and supporting
those God has put in leadership over them!
You never know the full extent of God’s power
until you attempt the impossible.
The will of God may lead us in new ways that
require faith, but God will always go with us.
God’s presence assures us it is safe to follow.

See you next week!
Read Judges,
Apostasy brings Anarchy

