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The Revelation of  Jesus Christ!

Structure of  Revelation 

What you 
have seen 

1

What is 
now  
2-3

What will take 
place later 

4-22

“Write, therefore, what you have seen, 
what is now, and what will take 
place later.” Revelation 1:19



The City of  Ephesus
 Free city, with 300,000 residents 
 Major seaport and trade center 
 Temple to goddess Artemis (Diana)  
—one of 7 wonders of the world, 
—involved temple prostitutes,  

 Temples to Roman emperors 
 Silt later filled harbor, now swamp 
 Destroyed by Turks in 5th century

Christ- holds 7 stars in His right hand, 
             walks among 7 lampstands  
Commendation- works, perseverance,      

discernment, hatred of Nicolaitans 
Condemnation- left your first love 
Correction- remember, repent, and 
             repeat your first works  
Challenge- eat of tree of (eternal) life

The Church at Ephesus 2:1-7

Christ to the Church at Ephesus

“To the angel of the church in 
Ephesus write: These are the words 
of him who holds the seven stars in 
his right hand and walks among the 
seven golden lampstands. I know 
your deeds, your hard work and your 
perseverance. (2:1-2a)



Commendation for the Church

“I know that you cannot tolerate 
wicked people, that you have tested 
those who claim to be apostles but 
are not, and have found them false. 
You have persevered and have 
endured hardships for my name, 
and have not grown weary.” (2:2b-3)

'But I have this against you, that you 
have left your first love. Remember 
therefore from where you have fallen, 
and repent and do the deeds you did 
at first; or else I am coming to you, 
and will remove your lampstand out of 
its place—unless you repent. (2:4-5)

Charge against the church

'Yet this you do have, that you hate 
the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which 
I also hate. He who has an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches. To him who overcomes, I 
will grant to eat of the tree of life, 
which is in the Paradise of God.’ 
                        (2:6-7)

Challenge to the church at Ephesus

The City of  Smyrna, 2:8-11
Name means “myrrh,” known today as 
     Izmir, one of Turkey’s leading cities 
Seaport 35 miles north of Ephesus 
Emperor worship, temple of Tiberius  

Faithful servants pictured on coins  
     with laurel wreath on head  
Noted for its wickedness 
Polycarp martyred there by false Jews 
Wealth contrast with believer’s poverty



Christ- the first and last, who was dead, 
 has come to life (resurrection)  

Commendation- tribulation, spiritual 
wealth, blasphemed by apostate Jews 

Condemnation- none!  

Correction- none!  

Challenge- do not fear suffering to come, 
be faithful, you will receive crown of life  

The Church at Smyrna, 2:8-11

To the angel of the church in Smyrna 
write: These are the words of Him 
who is the First and the Last, who 
died and came to life again. I know 
your afflictions and your poverty— 
yet you are rich! I know the slander 
of those who say that they are Jews 
and are not, but are a synagogue of 
Satan. (2:8-9)

Christ to the Church at Smyrna, 2:8-11

Do not be afraid of what you are 
about to suffer. I tell you, the devil 
will put some of you in prison to 
test you, that you may be tested, 
and you will suffer persecution for 
ten days. (2:10a)

Challenge to the church at Smyrna

Be faithful, even to the point of 
death, and I will give you life as 
your victor’s crown. He who has 
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
says to the churches. He who 
overcomes shall not be hurt at all 
by the second death. (2:10b-11)

Promise to the church at Smyrna



The City of  Pergamum 2:12-17
Rome gave Pergamum power of capitol 
     punishment symbolized by the sword 
Temples to Zeus, Athena, other gods 
Three temples to emperors = worship 
Capitol of the province of Asia 
University and 200,000 volume library 
Originated parchment for writing 
Pagan banquets popular, well attended

Christ- has the sharp two edged sword 

Commendation- hold fast my name, do 
not deny my faith, Antipas killed there 

Condemnation- Teaching of Balaam, 
idolatry, immorality, Nicolaitans 

Correction- Repent!  
Challenge- give you hidden manna, and 

a white stone with new name written

The Church of  Pergamum 2:12-17

And to the angel of the church in 
Pergamum write: The One who has 
the sharp two-edged sword says this:  
‘I know where you dwell, where 
Satan's throne is; and you hold fast 
My name, and did not deny My faith, 
even in the days of Antipas, My 
witness, My faithful one, who was 
killed among you, where Satan dwells. 
                        2:12-13 

Christ to the church of  Pergamum

But I have a few things against you, 
because you have there some who 
hold the teaching of Balaam, who kept 
teaching Balak to put a stumbling 
block before the sons of Israel, to eat 
things sacrificed to idols, and to 
commit acts of immorality. Thus you 
also have some who in the same way 
hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 
                         2:14-15  

Charge against the church



Repent therefore; or else I am 
coming to you quickly, and I will 
make war against them with the 
sword of My mouth. (2:16)

Christ’s challenge to church

He who has an ear, let him hear 
what the Spiri t says to the 
churches. To him who overcomes, 
to him I will give some of the 
hidden manna. I will also give him 
a white stone with a new name 
written on it, known only to him 
who receives it. (2:17)

Christ’s promise to overcomers

The City of  Thyatira

Founded by Alexander the Great 

Small town, a farming community 

Noted for purple dye, home of Lydia 

Worshipped Apollo the sun god  

Home of trade guilds, bronze workers, 
membership involved pagan feasts, 
sexual immorality

Christ- eyes like fire, feet bronze (Judge) 
Commendation- works increasing 
Condemnation- tolerate Jezebel-idolatry, 

immorality, refuses to repent 
Correction- to Jezebel- judgment,  
     to the rest- hold fast, keep from 

Jezebel (Satan’s) sins 
Challenge/promise- rule with Christ over 

nations, receive the morning star

The Church of  Thyatira 2:18-29



To the angel of the church in Thyatira 
write: The Son of God, whose eyes 
are like blazing fire, and His feet are 
like burnished bronze, says this: I 
know your deeds, and your love and 
faith and service and perseverance, 
and that your deeds of late are 
greater than at first. (2:18-19)

Christ to the church of  Thyatira

Nevertheless, I have this against you: 
You tolerate that woman Jezebel, 
who calls herself a prophet. By her 
teaching she misleads my servants 
into sexual immorality and the eating 
of food sacrificed to idols. I have 
given her time to repent of her 
immorality, but she is unwilling. 
                      (2:20-21)

His charge against the church

So I will cast her on a bed of 
suffering, and I will make those who 
commit adultery with her suffer 
intensely, unless they repent of her 
ways. I will strike her children dead. 
Then all the churches will know that I 
am he who searches hearts and 
minds, and I will repay each of you 
according to your deeds. (2:22-23) 

Condemnation for the offenders

Now I say to the rest of you in 
Thyatira, to you who do not hold to 
her teaching and have not learned 
Satan’s so-called deep secrets, ‘I will 
not impose any other burden on you, 
except to hold on to what you have 
until I come. (2:24–25)

Comfort for the faithful at Thyatira



To the one who overcomes and does 
my will to the end, I will give authority 
over the nations—that one ‘will rule 
them with an iron scepter and will 
dash them to pieces like pottery’— 
                     (2:26-27)

Christ’s challenge to overcome

Let us be faithful to the end!

—just as I have received authority 
from my Father. I will also give that 
one the morning star. Whoever has 
ears, let them hear what the Spirit 
says to the churches. (2:28-29)

Christ’s promise to overcomers

10/24- Revelation of Christ in glory   (1) 
10/31- The church, then and now      (2) 
11/7  - Christianity thru the ages        (3) 
11/14- The Lamb holds the future   (4-5) 
11/21- Trumpet sound of judgment (6-9) 
11/28- World powers assemble   (10-14) 
12/5 -  The global holocaust        (15-18) 
12/12- Judgment Day has come (19-20) 
12/19- Heaven, home at last!      (21-22)

The book of  Revelation,     chapters 

See you next week!

Revelation 3 

Christianity thru the centuries


