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Dear Bethel Congregation: 

In 2008, our parent denomination, the Evangelical Free Church of America, adopted an updated 

Statement of Faith. For a variety of reasons, the Elders at Bethel had not given much consideration to 

adopting the updated Statement of Faith. With Andy Veith coming on board as Senior Pastor at 

Bethel about 10 months ago, the Elders asked him to join us in looking at adopting the updated 

Statement of Faith, since Andy’s former church had adopted the 2008 Statement of Faith several 

years ago. 

For the last few months, the Elders and Pastors have been studying the 2008 Statement of Faith, with 

Gary Ellingson leading us through this study. This has been an excellent time of considering the 

essential doctrines of Christianity, as well as some historical, denominational distinctives of the 

Evangelical Free Church of America. In summary, the 2008 Statement of Faith remains faithful to all 

previously held doctrinal positions of the Evangelical Free Church. The 2008 Statement of Faith 

primarily updates some of the language to common usage in 2008, compared to former Statement of 

Faith written in 1950. It also consolidates the Statement to ten articles while keeping all of the 

doctrinal content intact. Lastly, in Article One, there is a strong statement regarding God’s limitless 

knowledge, addressing the Open Theism philosophy that has crept into the church in recent times 

and didn’t exist when the 1950 Statement of Faith was adopted. 

As a result of this study and at its conclusion on June 6, 2017, the Elders, Senior Pastor, and Senior 

Associate Pastor unanimously voted to adopt the 2008 Evangelical Free Church Statement of Faith. As 

required by our Bylaws we are giving six months of notice to our voting membership, and 

recommending adoption of the 2008 Statement of Faith by the Bethel Congregation at our January 

2018 business meeting. 

During this six-month period, we will offer opportunities for you to become familiar with the 2008 

Statement of Faith.  

 For comparison you will find Bethel’s current Statement of Faith, which was adopted in 1950, 

on Bethel’s website at www.bethelfc.com/about/our-beliefs. The 2008 Statement of Faith is 

available on the EFCA website at www.efca.org/explore/what-we-believe. We will also make 

copies of both Statements of Faith available at the Information Desk in the foyer, and in the 

Bethel Office. 

  



 Gary Ellingson has recently taught the 2008 Statement of Faith in two Adult Bible Fellowship 

classes, and will be teaching a third class this fall. Gary goes through each article in the 

Statement of Faith in considerable depth. This is an excellent opportunity to learn and review 

the significant doctrine of the Evangelical Free Church. 

 We will make the book, Evangelical Convictions, A Theological Exposition of the Statement of 

Faith of the Evangelical Free Church of America, available to the voting membership at Bethel. 

This book is very well-written, and is an excellent, readable presentation of the 2008 

Statement of Faith. 

 We will hold Town Hall Meetings where Elders and Pastors will be available to answer your 

questions. While we may not be able to go into great depth in a Town Hall Meeting format, it 

will be an opportunity for questions and discussion to be heard. A list of frequently asked 

questions is also available. 

 You may feel free to contact any of the Bethel Elders – we would be happy to discuss this 

proposed change. The current Bethel Elders are: Jim Christopherson, VerDale Herman, Scott 

Laughlin, Paul Lenzmeier, Paul Schaeffer, Jason Solhjem, Steve Swanson, Stan Wiens, and 

Harry Wood. 

As a result of this proposed change, our mission at Bethel will not change. We will continue to make 

disciples of Jesus Christ until He returns! 

To God alone be the Glory! 

 

 

 

Pastor Andy Veith      VerDale Herman, Elder Chair 

 

The Bethel Elders and Pastors 


