
Cost: (covers transportation, hotel costs, conference fee, and meals during week) 
Early Bird Registration: $349/family for students if registered by December 17th 
Regular Registration: $399/family for students if registered by January 21st  

Non-refundable $99 deposit due at registration. Balance due by May 13th.  

What is Challenge and who is it for? 
• Challenge is the national conference for EFCA students currently in 7th–12th grade. It has 

proven to be a catalytic environment challenging students to live on mission with God every 
day, everywhere, forever. This year’s theme is “Be Bold.” 

When is Challenge? 
• Challenge is July 2 to July 7, 2018. 

  Drop-Off/Pick-up Times 
- Monday, July 2nd – Arrive at Bethel no later than 5am for check-in/loading the bus. We will 

not be stopping for breakfast so please pack food accordingly.  
- Saturday, July 7th – Leaving Kansas City at 8:00am. Approximate arrival time at Bethel is      

8:00pm 

Where will the conference be held? 
• Challenge will be held at the Kansas City Convention Center, in downtown Kansas City, MO. 

How long will it take to get there? 
• The approximate travel time will be 12 hours via charter bus, which includes anticipated 

stops for restrooms and food. 

Will Bethel provide updates as the trip goes on? 
• Yes! We will send an email as soon as we get to Kansas City, as well as an update email every 

night of the trip. You may also follow the Facebook page “Bethel Students” to receive 
updates more frequently. 

What is the weather like? 
• The average temperature of Kansas City in July is a high of 89º and a low of 73º. 

What activities will there be? 
• Outreach, equipping labs, rec sports, Apex Experience, free time, pool (depending on hotel) 

How much spending money should students bring? 
• Students should bring enough money to cover 4 meals on their own (2 lunches and 2 dinners 

for travel days), along with any snacks and Challenge merchandise they want.  

Where can I get more information? 
• https://www.experiencechallenge.org 

Who do I contact in case of emergency? 
• Steven Dunkel – Pastor of Student Ministries: stevendunkel@bethelfc.com 
• Sarah Dunkel – Associate Director of Student Ministries: sarahdunkel@bethelfc.com 
• Ramona Leiseth – Administrative Assistant: ramonaleiseth@bethelfc.com 
• Emily Dockter – Student Ministries Intern: emilydockter@bethelfc.com 
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Packing List 
What to Bring: 

• Clothing – shorts, jeans, swimsuit, jacket, t-shirts, socks, underwear, pajamas, etc. 
• Shoes – tennis shoes for outreach projects, sandals/flip flops 
• Toiletries (REMEMBER DEODORANT!) 
• Bible 
• Journal 
• Pen/pencil 

What NOT to Bring: 
• Illegal substances 
• Fireworks, weapons, drugs, alcohol, tobacco, etc.  
• Energy Drinks 
• Electronics (games, etc.) 
• Inappropriate clothing that doesn’t meet the clothing policy (See below) 

Other Things to Know/Bring: 
• Cell phones are allowed but should be put away as much as possible. 
• Students will need to bring money for meals/snacks on the way to and from the 

conference. All the meals during the days of the conference are included in the 
conference fee. They can also bring money to purchase Challenge merchandise. 
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Bethel Student Ministry Clothing Policy: 

All dress must be modest, in good taste, and not offensive to others. Please use your judgment, and respect 
Bethel Students’ staff and leaders’ judgment, in addition to the below guidelines. If you have any questions 
about the clothing policy, feel free to ask a staff member. 

 Tops: All tops should have adequate cover-up, without being too revealing (no cleavage, midriffs, 
 bra straps showing). No inappropriate words or symbols. 

 Shorts/Skirts: All shorts/skirts should have adequate cover-up with little to no upper thigh  
 showing. Underwear should not be visible.  

 Tightness: Leggings/exercise/yoga pants are allowed if shirt covers to mid-thigh.  

 Swimwear: We require females to wear one-piece swimsuits or tankinis (no midriff   
 showing), and males to wear trunk-style swimsuits.  

***If students are found to be breaking any of these rules, they will be asked to change.  



Conference Schedule 
Monday, July 2nd

1:00–5:00pm Registration

4:45–6:30pm Dinner (not provided by Challenge)

7:00pm Evening Gathering

9:00–9:45pm The Huddle (meeting just with your group)

9:45–11:00pm Evening Options

11:30pm In hotels

Midnight In rooms & quiet

Tuesday, July 3rd – Friday, July 7th

7:00–9:00am Breakfast

8:30am Youth Worker Update (Mon. & Wed.)

9:30am Morning Gathering

11:00am The Huddle (meeting just with your group)

11:00am–1:00pm Lunch

1:00–5:00pm Afternoon Options
- Outreach
- Equipping Labs
- Rec Sports
- Apex Experience
- Trinity International University Lounge
- Free Time

4:45–6:30pm Dinner

5:30–7:00pm Prayer Moves

7:00pm Evening Gathering

9:00–9:45pm The Huddle (meeting just with your group)

9:45–11:00pm Evening Options

11:30pm In hotels

Midnight In rooms & quiet
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What have our students 
learned at Challenge? 
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“I learned that God puts us through tough situations because He loves us. It’s how we grow. It’s 

comforting to know that God is a perfect Father who does no wrong and is always looking out for us.”

“I learned to do small things on repeat (to practice 

being a servant to others) and that I need to 

decrease so that God can increase.”

“I learned that no matter what God has 

planned for you, you should do it because it’ll 

help you in the long run.”

“What stuck out to me was how the speaker was talking about recording a football game but already knowing the 

end and connected it to God and how we know God is going to win in the end. We have Jesus and know in the 

long run we’re gonna win.”

“Something that stuck out to me was when the speaker said there is no ‘Jesus’ 

Holy Spirit and ‘mini’ Holy Spirit. They’re both the same and that means we have 

the power that Jesus had to do all these miracles in Jesus’s name.”



How can a teenager raise $300 in 10 days?* 
*Provided by Challenge 

Day 1 Donate $20 of your own money to your trip $20 

Day 2 Ask your parents (or mentors) to donate $20 each $40 

Day 3 Ask 2 of your grandparents to donate $20 each $40 

Day 4 Ask 2 other family members (aunts, uncles, cousins) to donate $10 each $20 

Day 5 Ask 5 friends or co-workers to donate $10 each $50 

Day 6 Ask 5 people from your church to donate $10 each $50 

Day 7 Ask 2 neighbors to donate $10 each $20 

Day 8 Work for 3 hours (babysit, yard care, clean houses, etc.)  $30 

Day 9 Sell something on Craigslist (video games, clothes, toys, etc.) $30 

Day 10 You made it! $300 

You may decide to adapt this 10-day list to your specific needs. Some students may not have 2 
parents, or 2 grandparents, etc. We’ve found that many students who focus on Day 8 and 9 
activities can raise just as much as those who only send out support letters (see below for a 
sample support letter). 

�5



Sample Support Letter
Dear [Name], 

I am writing today to invite you to partner with me as I prepare to attend a weeklong national 
youth gathering: Challenge 2018. On July 2, my youth group will be loading up buses and 
driving to Kansas City, Missouri. We will participate in service projects throughout the city 
including restoring parks and playgrounds, working with homeless shelters, and partnering with 
city organizations and churches. We will also be learning about how to live on mission every day, 
everywhere, with everyone. 

[Student insert personal reason why they want to attend, i.e. “I am really excited to see how God 
will strengthen my relationship with Jesus during this time,” I’m really looking forward to 
serving Kansas City and praying with people,” etc.] 

The total cost of this trip is [cost]. Would you prayerfully consider a special gift of $25-$100 or 
another amount of your choosing? I am very excited about this opportunity. 

Thank you in advance for your gift. 

In Him,  

[hand-sign name & write a short personal note if applicable] 

P.S. To give, please fill out the response card below and return with your check by May 1, 2018. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

[Student’s Name] Challenge 2018 Trip  
Yes, [student’s name], I want to help you reach your goal of $XXX to serve and strengthen your 
relationship with Jesus. Here is my gift of: 

____$25 ____$50 ____$75 ____$100 Other: $_____

Please complete before returning: 

Your Name: _____________________________________ Phone: _______________
Address: ______________________________________________________________
City: ________________________ State: __________ Zip: _____________________

Please return this card, with your check payable to Bethel Church and send to Bethel Church 
attn: Ramona Leiseth at 2702 30th Ave S. Fargo, ND 58103 by May 1, 2018.

THANK YOU!
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