
We love Challenge, and it’s as simple as this: God uses Challenge to change lives. 
Challenge takes students beyond a mountaintop moment, and equips them to live life 
on mission for Christ. If you talk to students who have been on a Challenge trip, you’ll 
hear stories like this:

“At Challenge this week I met new awesome friends, grew closer
to others, and was challenged to always show God’s love to others, 
even when it’s scary, uncomfortable, or I just don’t feel like it, because 
it’s a choice to be all in for God and I want others to see His glory 
through me.”

This year, the theme is “Restless: Longing and Belonging”, using the power of the 
gospel to point to Christ as the only one that can turn our longing to belonging. For 
more stories, check the top corners of this info sheet - there are so many times when 
God has used Challenge to impact students. We’re really excited for this summer 
(yes, we know it’s a ways away), and to see how God will use Challenge to work in 
our students!

JULY 13-18, 2020
KANSAS CITY, MO

QUESTIONS?
CONTACT EMILY

EMILYDOCKTER@BETHELFC.COM

WHY CHALLENGE?I get it. It’s a summer trip - 



Challenge is a national conference for all EFCA 
students currently in grades 7-12. It’s proven to 
be a catalyst for challenging students to live on 
mission for God, every day, everywhere, forever.
Challenge will be held in Kansas City, MO. It’s 
approximately 12 hours by charter bus, including 
stops for restrooms and food. Challenge is 
Monday, July 13 through Saturday, July 18. We 
will update parents with travel times when we 
know more!

The cost is $499/family, and is non-refundable, 
which includes all conference events, 
materials, hotel, travel, and meals. A deposit of 
$99 is required by January 13, 2020 for us to
register your student, and the full payment is due 
by June 13. Bethel Students pays students’ trip 
expenses months in advance, so your deposit 
equals a commitment to paying the entire cost 
for your student, regardless of a change in your 
plans.

Yes! We will send an email when we arrive in 
Kansas City, and additional updates every night 
of the trip. You can also follow us on social media 
by searching “@bfcstudents” for more updates.

Steven Dunkel, Pastor
stevendunkel@bethelfc.com
Sarah Dunkel, Associate Director
sarahdunkel@bethelfc.com
Emily Dockter, Administrative Assistant
emilydockter@bethelfc.com

Challenge has a ton of activities planned for us, 
including, but not limited to:
- Gatherings with worship & powerful speakers
- Outreach projects to serve the world in
Kansas City
- Equipping labs that take Biblical teaching and 
guide students to take practical steps of faith
- Recreational sports           ... and more!

Give me the basics.

What does it cost, and what is included?

Will Bethel provide updates during the trip?

Who should I contact in case of an
emergency?

What will they be doing?

Kansas City has an average high of 89o and a 
low of 73o in July, so students can expect it to be 
fairly hot.

What is the weather like?

Students should bring enough money to cover 3 
meals on their own (2 lunches and 1 dinner for 
travel days), along with any snacks and
Challenge merchandise they want.

How much spending money should students 
bring?

FAQ’S
Here’s the basics, the details, and answers to some of our most frequently 
asked questions about Challenge. If we missed something, just ask!

Yes, however there are some restrictions. Phones 
should be used for emergency purposes only, and 
put away as much as possible. We want students 
to experience God through Challenge, not just 
Challenge through their phones.

Can students bring their phones?

We have a detailed packing list! Check out the list 
included for some ideas on what to bring. We also 
have a luggage limit with our bus. Students are 
allowed to bring 1 carry-on size suitcase or 
duffel, which will go under the bus, and 1 
backpack or small bag, which will go onboard 
the bus and they will need during the week to 
carry personal items at the conference.

What will they need to bring?

“God puts us through tough 
situations because He loves 
us. It’s how we grow.”

No, but there are ideas on following pages for 
raising funds. Students going to Challenge are 
required to participate in Project Serve.
Project Serve is a day of service sponsored by 
local businesses and makes trips like Challenge 
affordable. Project Serve is May 9, 2020. If a 
student has a conflict with Project Serve, please 
let Sarah know as soon as possible!

Are there any fundraising requirements?



Check out a sample schedule! While it might not be exact, it’ll give you a feel 
for what Challenge will look like.

SAMPLE SCHEDULE

8:00am 
6:45pm

Load bus at Bethel
Registration
Dinner
Prayer Moves
Evening Gathering
The Huddle (time with just your group)
Evening Options
In hotels
In hotel rooms and quiet for the night

Breakfast
Youth Worker Update
Morning Gathering
The Huddle
Lunch
Afternoon Options
Dinner
Prayer Moves
Evening Gathering
The Huddle
Evening Options
In hotels
In hotel rooms and quiet for the night

Load bus at hotel
Return to Bethel

5am
1-5pm
4:45-6:30pm
5:30-7pm
7pm
9-9:45pm
9:45-11pm
11:30pm
12:00 am

7–9am
8:30am
9:30am
11am 
11am-1pm
1-5pm
4:45-6:30pm
5:30-7pm
7pm
9-9:45pm
9:45-11pm
11:30pm
12:00am

July 18

July 14-17

July 13

“God made you in his image which 
means he literally designed you 

and God never creates ugly things 
and he never makes mistakes.”

All trip schedules are subject to change due to travel differences, or
organiztion schedules. Bethel Students will email parents regarding any 
relevant updates in schedules.



PACKING LIST

All dress must be modest, in good taste, and not offensive to others. Please use your judgment, and 
respect Bethel Students’ staff and leaders’ judgment, in addition to the below guidelines. If you have 
any questions about the clothing policy, feel free to ask a staff member.
Tops: All tops should have adequate cover-up, without being too revealing (no cleavage, midriffs,  
bra straps showing). No inappropriate words or symbols.
Shorts/Skirts: All shorts/skirts should have adequate cover-up with little to no upper thigh showing. 
Underwear should not be visible. 
Tightness: Leggings/exercise/yoga pants are allowed if shirt covers to mid-thigh. 
Swimwear: We require females to wear one-piece swimsuits or tankinis (no midriff showing), and 
males to wear trunk-style swimsuits. 
***If students are found to be breaking any of these rules, they will be asked to change. 

Clothing:
[  ] Shorts
[  ] Jeans
[  ] T-shirts
[  ] Socks
[  ] Underwear
[  ] Pajamas

[  ] Clothes that can get dirty for outreach project
[  ] Comfortable shoes for walking around 
     conference center
[  ] Close-toed shoes for outreach or sports
[  ] Toiletries
[  ] Toothbrush and toothpaste
[  ] Deoderant
[  ] Sunscreen

• Illegal substances
• Fireworks, weapons, drugs, alcohol, 

tobacco, etc. 
• Energy Drinks
• Electronics (games, etc.)
• Inappropriate clothing that doesn’t 

meet the clothing policy (See below)
• Waldo

DO NOT PACK:

What to bring:

Luggage limit:
 1 CARRY-ON SIZE SUITCASE OR
    DUFFEL
 1 BACKPACK OR SMALL BAG

Bethel Students Clothing Policy

“You are the furthest away 
from Jesus when you expect 
to be served, but the closest 
when you serve.”

[  ] Swimsuit for hotel pool
[  ] Blanket/pillow for bus
[  ] Sweatshirt/light jacket
[  ] Hat or sunglasses
[  ] Snacks for bus
[  ] Plastic bag for wet or dirty items

[  ] Water bottle
[  ] Sack breakfast for bus
[  ] Bible (paper copy - your phone does                                      
11-not count!)
[  ] Notebook
[  ] Pen
[  ] Money for meals during travel days ----
----and souvenirs

Suitcase

Backpack:

Optional/Recommended 
Items:



HOW CAN A TEENAGER 
RAISE $300 IN 10 DAYS?

You may decide to adapt this 10-day list to your specific needs. Some students may not have 2 
parents, or 2 grandparents, etc. We’ve found that many students who focus on Day 8 and 9 
activities can raise just as much as those who only send out support letters (see the following for a 
sample support letter). 

A resource provided by Challenge

Day 1
Day 2
Day 3
Day 4
Day 5
Day 6
Day 7
Day 8
Day 9
Day 10

$20
$40
$40
$20
$50
$50
$20
$30
$30
$300

Donate $20 of your own money to your trip 
Ask your parents (or mentors) to donate $20 each
Ask 2 of your grandparents to donate $20 each
Ask 2 other family members (aunts, uncles, cousins) to donate $10 each
Ask 5 friends or co-workers to donate $10 each
Ask 5 people from your church to donate $10 each
Ask 2 neighbors to donate $10 each 
Work for 3 hours (babysit, yard care, clean houses, etc.)
Sell something on Craigslist (video games, clothes, toys, etc.) 
You made it!   

“I need to decrease so that 
God can increase.”



SAMPLE SUPPORT LETTER
 Dear [Name], 

I am writing today to invite you to partner with me as I prepare to attend a weeklong national youth 
gathering: Challenge 2020. On July 13, my youth group will be loading up buses and driving to
Kansas City, Missouri. We will participate in service projects throughout the city including restoring 
parks and playgrounds, working with homeless shelters, and partnering with city organizations and 
churches. We will also be learning about how to live on mission every day, everywhere, with
everyone. 

[Student insert personal reason why they want to attend, i.e. “I am really excited to see how God will 
strengthen my relationship with Jesus during this time,” I’m really looking forward to serving Kansas 
City and praying with people,” etc.] 

The total cost of this trip is [cost]. Would you prayerfully consider a special gift of $25-$100 or
another amount of your choosing? I am very excited about this opportunity.

Thank you in advance for your gift. 

In Him,

[hand-sign name & write a short personal note if applicable] 

P.S. To give, please fill out the response card below and return with your check by June 1, 2020. 

“Challenge has taught me 
how to empathize with people, 
and have more patience with 
other people.”

Yes, [student’s name], I want to help you reach your goal of $XXX to serve and strengthen your
relationship with Jesus. Here is my gift of:

____$25 ____$50 ____$75 ____$100 Other: $_____
Please complete before returning:

Your Name: _____________________________________ Phone: _______________

Address: ______________________________________________________________

City: ________________________ State: __________ Zip: _____________________
Please return this card, with your check payable to Bethel Church and send to Bethel Church attn: 
Emily Dockter at 2702 30th Ave S. Fargo, ND 58103 by June 1, 2020.
Please Note: These gifts are not tax-deductible. 

THANK YOU!

[Student’s Name] Challenge 2020 Trip


