




HIS NAME SHALL BE CALLED 
2019 ADVENT DEVOTIONALS 

“and his name shall be called…” (Isaiah 9:6)

At Christmas time we “read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the 
loving purposes of God from the first days of our disobedience unto the 
glorious Redemption brought us by this Holy Child (A Festival of Nine 
Lessons and Carols).” As the Scriptures retell these events, both the 
prophecy and the fulfillment, they tell us about the child who is Christ 
Jesus. In many places, Jesus is described with names and titles that tell 
us about his purpose and work. 

This year, in our advent devotionals, we are going to consider many of 
those names and titles. Each day of this devotional I will provide you 
with a Scripture passage and a brief devotional thought on one of those 
names and titles. 

What is Advent? Advent is the time of waiting or preparation as we 
approach the celebration of Christ’s birth. Our Advent Devotionals are 
written as an appetizer to stimulate your hunger for God, or as kindling 
for starting a fire in your heart to worship and adore Jesus at Christmas, 
rather than being caught up in all the trappings and activities and 
materialism of this season. You can use these devotionals as a supplement 
for your personal devotions, or as a conversation starter at mealtime, so 
that your focus can be more fully on celebrating the newborn King. God’s 
blessings to you this Christmas season!

Pastor Craig 





MONDAY, DECEMBER 2 - WONDERFUL
“and his name shall be called Wonderful...”  

(Isaiah 9:6)

 This word is not as familiar to us in this generation. My parents 
used the word wonderful much more often than I do. As we think about 
the names and titles of Jesus, I have chosen to separate this first name 
(Wonderful Counselor) in order for us to think about and grasp the 
impact of the first word in this title. 
 To help you to understand this word, read through the story of 
the birth of Samson, found in Judges 13:1-25. Notice particularly what 
is said in verses 18-19, as the angel of the Lord speaks with Samson’s 
father Manoah. “And the angel of the Lord said to him, ‘Why do you ask 
my name, seeing it is wonderful?’ So Manoah took the young goat with 
the grain offering, and offered it on the rock to the Lord, to the one who 
works wonders, and Manoah and his wife were watching.” Here we see 
two aspects of this word, shown by the words wonderful and wonders. 
 First, the angel answers Manoah’s question by stating that his name 
is wonderful, which is a play on words. The angel might be saying, ‘I can’t 
tell you my name because it is beyond comprehension,’ which is true. 
Everything about God is beyond comprehension, far beyond what our 
human minds can fathom or understand. 

This is what the word for Wonderful means. To be wonderful is 
to be amazing, astonishing, or astounding. God’s nature, his character, is 
truly wonderful, indescribable and unfathomable for us. 
 The second possible answer for the angel responding in this way is 
that his name is in fact Wonderful. God is the one who works wonders, as 
it says in verse 19. God’s acts and works are so amazing that they cause 
us to wonder in amazement. Consider just one act in the Old Testament, 
the parting of the Red Sea. The nature of that act, the timing, the dry sea 
floor, and the waves crashing down on the Egyptians after the Israelites 
passed through, those events are wonders to consider. 
 It is appropriate that the one who worked those wonders, the only 
one who could ever work those wonders, should be called ‘Wonderful.’ 
I believe both of those meanings are true of Jesus. Praise God today 
for Jesus, who both works wonders of salvation for us and is by name 
Wonderful!



TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3 - WONDERFUL COUNSELOR
“and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor...”  

(Isaiah 9:6)

 Yesterday we considered the first half of this name, Wonderful. We 
learned that Jesus is wonderful because of his acts of wonder, and he 
is Wonderful by name and title because he is the only one who could 
do these wonders. We will take time today to consider why he is called 
Wonderful Counselor. 

We all understand what a counselor is and does. A counselor 
gives wisdom, insight, and advice, especially in making decisions. We 
seek counsel when we are making decisions, when we are struggling 
in difficulty, when we need wisdom. In all these situations, Jesus is 
wonderful in counsel! 
 Isaiah describes him further in Isaiah 11:2, “And the Spirit of the Lord 
shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit 
of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.” 
Wisdom, understanding, and knowledge all start with God and are given 
to us by God through Jesus and His Spirit. 

Isaiah tells us a little more about this title in Isaiah 28:29, when 
he is encouraging the people during difficulty. They see God’s work of 
judgment and discipline and they don’t understand why God is so harsh 
with them. Isaiah writes, “This also comes from the Lord of hosts; he is 
wonderful in counsel and excellent in wisdom.” 

It’s hardest to trust God and his wisdom and counsel when things 
are difficult, isn’t it? But Isaiah assures us that God is the Wonderful 
Counselor even in the hard times: “remember the former things of old; 
for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me, 
declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times things not 
yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my 
purpose,’” (Isaiah 46:9–10). 

God is sovereign and in control of all events in this world and 
our lives. Thus his counsel is infallible, because he knows the end 
from the beginning. His counsel in those times is wonderful, beyond 
our understanding and ability to fathom, and we can trust God in that 
counsel. Be assured of God’s care for you today, when you trust him as 
your Wonderful Counselor. 

 



WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4 - MIGHTY GOD
“and his name shall be called… Mighty God…”  

(Isaiah 9:6)

There is a huge difference between man and God. Think of the 
mightiest man you might know of, even the mightiest superhero that you 
may have seen in a movie or heard about from others. Now compare that 
person to God. He would be just a speck of sand in comparison to God, 
who is the ocean. He would be a tiny flea, and God would be an elephant. 
Our God is the mighty God. 

“The Egyptians are man, and not God, and their horses are flesh, 
and not spirit. When the Lord stretches out his hand, the helper will 
stumble, and he who is helped will fall, and they will all perish together” 
(Isaiah 31:3). The Israelites often trusted in the might of other nations, 
like Egypt, to help them, rather than trusting in the might of God. God 
often showed them that their trust was misplaced. 

When do you trust in the power of your plans and the strength 
of your ways, rather than trusting in the power of God? A mighty person 
is one who magnifies his own strength and power without consideration 
of God and what God has given him. That is what the mighty man Goliath 
did, but God through David showed that he is mightier still than the 
mightiest man.

Don’t forget who our God is, he is the Mighty God. “Lift up your 
heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory may 
come in. Who is this King of glory? The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, 
mighty in battle!” (Psalms 24:7–8). We will not know God as mighty until 
we trust him and his might in our lives. God wants to stir up his might 
to save us (Psalms 80:2), but he can only do that when we stop trusting 
in ourselves.  

Psalms 145 would be a fitting Psalm to read and meditate 
upon in this regard. In it David, who defeated Goliath and saw many 
mighty acts of God, praises God for his might. David also encourages 
one generation to declare God’s mighty acts to the next generation. As 
you think about God’s mighty acts in your life, write them down and tell 
others what you have seen God do. Through this you also will declare 
that God, particularly through Jesus, is our Mighty God!



THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5 - EVERLASTING FATHER
“and his name shall be called… Everlasting Father…”  

(Isaiah 9:6)

“Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. Before 
the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and 
the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God” (Psalms 90:1–2). 
Forever is a long, long time, and everlasting is a difficult concept for us to 
grasp. That’s why it is difficult for us to grasp God, because there never 
was a time when God did not exist, and never will be a time when God 
does not exist. 

You and I have a beginning. Conception and birth mark the start 
of our lives, but God didn’t have a start. One of the reasons God is God is 
because he is eternal. God chose to have his eternal nature step into time 
to become a person just like us. Although Jesus has a human nature, he 
also came into this world as everlasting. 
 Not only is he called everlasting, but he is an Everlasting Father. This 
is no ordinary father or fatherhood, but this father will be everlasting 
and eternal. He is one who is eternally a Father. What is divine must be 
eternal. This indicates a specific kind of relationship to his people. They 
are his children, the ones that he cares for and nurtures as their Father. 
  “For you are our Father, though Abraham does not know us, and Israel 
does not acknowledge us; you, O Lord, are our Father, our Redeemer from 
of old is your name” (Isaiah 63:16). He fathers his people consistently 
and constantly, forever. “As a father shows compassion to his children, so 
the Lord shows compassion to those who fear him” (Psalms 103:13). Jesus 
shows compassion, as a Father, to us. This is not meant in a Trinitarian 
way, it simply indicates the nature of the Son as he deals with us. 
 We can rest and rejoice in his Everlasting Fatherhood toward us. As 
Stephen Charnock says so well, “Happiness cannot perish as long as God 
lives; he is the first and the last; the first of all delights, nothing before 
him; the last of all pleasures, nothing beyond him; a paradise of delights 
in every point.”  



FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6 - PRINCE OF PEACE
“and his name shall be called… Prince of Peace.”  

(Isaiah 9:6)

This final title in Isaiah 9 is again a combination of an earthly 
aspect (Prince) and a heavenly or supernatural aspect (Peace). Let’s 
begin with the title Prince. We can grasp this title in our day, for the 
most part. Princes were leaders, chieftains, or military commanders in 
Isaiah’s time. The Prince was one who led the people in some way. For 
example, Abner was the “captain of the host” of Israel under King Saul 
(1 Samuel 17:55).

We also see God referred to in this way as well in an encounter 
with Joshua. “And he said, ‘No; but I am the commander of the army of 
the Lord. Now I have come.’ And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and 
worshiped and said to him, ‘What does my lord say to his servant?’ And the 
commander of the Lord’s army said to Joshua, ‘Take off your sandals from 
your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy.’ And Joshua did so” 
(Joshua 5:14–15).

Jesus is our Prince, our leader and commander par excellence. 
Even though he is our leader and the commander of the army of the 
Lord, he is called the Prince of Peace. He will bring, as we saw in the 
preceding title, Peace forever. His nature and rule will be peace. 

Isaiah writes of the peace that he will bring. He will extend 
his peace like a river (Isaiah 66:12). Isaiah 11:6-9 shows the result of 
his reign, with wild animals living together in peace. The effect of his 
righteousness will be peace (Isaiah 32:17). Isaiah 53:5 states that his 
wounds will bring peace with people. He will remove the cause of war 
and lack of peace by dealing with the root cause – sin. 

Finally, Jesus came and brought us peace with God. “Therefore 
being justified by faith we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (Romans 5:1). Christians have objective peace with God. We are 
not at war with him anymore because our sins have been paid for, and 
we have been made right with God by faith in the sacrifice of Jesus for 
our sins. The courtroom of God has found the Christian not guilty, and so 
we are free from the wrath of God. The Prince of Peace has brought the 
ultimate peace to us! 

Join us Saturday night for The Reason:  
A Family Christmas Experience, featuring Rend Collective!



MONDAY, DECEMBER 9 - A CHILD
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given…”  

(Isaiah 9:6)

By itself, the statement above doesn’t really say a whole lot. 
Children are born every day; maybe half of all children are sons. But 
taken in context, this is one of the most amazing statements about one 
of the most amazing events in all of human history, prophesied hundreds 
of years beforehand. This week, we will consider why Jesus is called a 
child and a son. 
 In Isaiah 9:6, in the original language, the word child comes first 
and is the primary focus. Isaiah wanted to emphasize that all the words 
that follow refer to an infant. A child, who would command leadership; 
a child, with all these wonderful titles; a child, whose rule will have no 
end; a child, who will sit on David’s throne forever! This is the mystery 
of the incarnation. 
 The word child is not necessarily a title, but it does describe 
something about Jesus that is of primary importance in the Bible, the 
incarnation. Incarnation means that the Word became flesh (John 1:14). 
Jesus, the second person of the Trinity, took on human nature and 
became a human being, while not losing his divine nature or mixing his 
divine nature with his human nature. Jesus was fully God and fully man. 
 The emphasis in Isaiah 9:6-7 is that all that is said about this child 
would be true at his birth. At his birth, all the titles in Isaiah 9:6 would 
be true of him. At his birth, the government would be on his shoulders. 
As you think about it, that doesn’t seem practical and wise. How could a 
baby who cannot talk or think be a ruler at his birth? What if he grew up 
and was a horrible ruler? What if he wasn’t worthy?
 That is just what Isaiah is saying. The child is worthy at his birth! 
Jesus was the ruler from day one. He was king before he began to cry. He 
was worthy the moment he came out of the womb! That can be said of 
no one else, only Jesus was worthy while only a child. 

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have 
seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and 
truth” (John 1:14). Praise God for the gift of the Christ Child, his glory 
sent to earth as a baby so that we could be born again! 



TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10 - SON OF GOD
“The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God… 
And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my beloved Son; with 

you I am well pleased’” (Mark 1:1, 11)

 Jesus is referred to as a “Son of” someone in different ways throughout 
the Bible. We are going to look at those different titles for the rest of the 
week. Yesterday we considered the truth that the child was fully God and 
fully man. We are going to continue that thought today by focusing on the 
title, Son of God. 
 This was a familiar title in the Bible, which first referred to the nation 
of Israel.  “Then you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the Lord, Israel is my 
firstborn son, and I say to you, “Let my son go that he may serve me.” If you 
refuse to let him go, behold, I will kill your firstborn son’”” (Exodus 4:22–
23). God had placed his people in a loving relationship of father and son, 
and his plan was to save his son from bondage in Israel, which he did. 
 Later in the Old Testament this title was attached to a particular 
person, the King.  “He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish 
the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be to him a father, and he shall be 
to me a son. When he commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod 
of men, with the stripes of the sons of men” (2 Samuel 7:13–14). It was 
David of whom God was speaking in the present context, but God was also 
pointing to a greater King who would also suffer. 
 It is not until we get to the New Testament that we see Jesus as the 
true Son of God. Mark uses this title for Jesus throughout his gospel. 
Jesus fulfills this title through his kingly authority, but also through his 
righteousness and suffering for our sin. He was and is God’s Son, his Son 
that he loved and with whom he was well pleased. Jesus is fully God, of 
the same nature as his father. At his death, he was finally recognized as 
the Son of God by the centurion. “And when the centurion, who stood facing 
him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, ‘Truly this man was 
the Son of God!’” (Mark 15:39).

“The centurion’s confession is the saving proclamation of the 
church, for it is the convergence point of Mark’s two major themes: the 
meaning of Jesus and the meaning of faith. The Son of God, on whom rests 
the unique blessing and love of the Father, chooses not to exalt himself but 
to follow a path of servanthood, indeed of vicarious suffering and death, 
so that through the cross the world might acknowledge him to be the Son 
and with him share free and joyful access to the Father” (James Edwards). 



WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11 - SON OF MAN
“I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of 

heaven there came one like a son of man, and he came to the 
Ancient of Days and was presented before him.” (Daniel 7:13)

 Jesus is not only called Son of God in the Bible, but also Son of Man. 
This is Jesus’ favorite title for himself, used in the gospels over 80 times. 
What does it mean, and how does it help us to worship Jesus more fully 
this Christmas? 
  When someone is called a Son of Man, the first thing one would 
think of would be a person who is a human being, a son. That would be 
true of Jesus. The vision in Daniel is of a person, but a different kind of 
person. But he is a person who comes in power and defeats the enemies 
of God. He is like a Son of Man, but so much more. 

Jesus takes this title upon himself, identifying himself in this 
way numerous times. “But he remained silent and made no answer. Again 
the high priest asked him, ‘Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?’ And 
Jesus said, ‘I am, and you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand 
of Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven’” (Mark 14:61–62). Jesus 
identifies himself as the Lord (Ps. 110), coming in power to defeat God’s 
enemies. 

Again, though, this title of power also carries with it the concept 
of servanthood and suffering. “And he began to teach them that the Son of 
Man must suffer many things…” (Mark 8:31). He taught his disciples, on 
his way to the cross, what the Son of Man was to be like. He would suffer, 
and eventually die, to ransom people from their sins. “For even the Son 
of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom 
for many” (Mark 10:45). 

Finally, though, the Son of Man will come again to judge and 
reign: “For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of 
his Father, and then he will repay each person according to what he has 
done” (Matthew 16:27). The final defeat of sin and death and Satan is 
still to come, but our Son of Man will accomplish it and triumph, just as 
he has done in the past. 

The title Son of Man should be an encouraging reminder to us of 
his triumphant power, his servanthood and suffering, and his final reign. 
This man, this baby in a manger, is so much more than a man. Rejoice in 
the Son of Man today!



THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12 - SON OF DAVID
“The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David” 

(Matthew 1:1)

 Most of us skip over the first seventeen verses in Matthew because 
the list of names (a genealogy) is not very important to us. We don’t 
necessarily get a lot of spiritual food out of genealogies. But this list was 
important to people in the past, and we can learn its significance as well. 
The first of two titles that we will consider in Matthew 1:1 is the title Son 
of David. 
 This title makes more specific Jesus’ humanity as a specific person 
descended from a specific line and lineage. Jesus is a son, or descendant, 
of David, the King of Israel. I encourage you to read 2 Samuel 7:12-16 
before you continue this devotional. 
 In those verses, God makes a covenant with David. A covenant is 
an agreement in which God promises to do certain things in the future, 
usually as a result of that person’s obedience and trust in God. It is God’s 
plan and what he desires to do. Even if those afterwards disobey, God 
will keep his covenant. This is what he did with David in 2 Samuel 7. He 
promised David that there would be a day when a descendant of David 
would rule as King forever. 
 Portions of these verses point to Solomon and his descendants, but 
you also can see portions of this passage that point to Jesus Christ.

•	 He will be a descendant of David.
•	 He will rule over a kingdom. It is not an earthly kingdom, but 

a spiritual kingdom in heaven in which he has power over the 
whole world and he reigns as King in the lives of his people.

•	 His kingdom will be forever.
•	 He will be God’s Son. 

 This was all God’s plan from the beginning! Isn’t God incredible?! 
Thanks be to God for his plan of a descendant from David - who was Jesus 
- to rule as King forever. Christ fulfills what human kings could never 
do. As the genealogy makes clear, God fulfilled his purpose through his 
promise to David, a man after his own heart. That list of names should 
not be skipped, because in it you can see God’s plan. It gave hope to the 
first century Jews, and it gives us hope in God’s plan as well. 



FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13 - SON OF ABRAHAM
“The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ,  

the son of David, the son of Abraham.”
(Matthew 1:1)

 It takes a little work to discover why Matthew put these verses here 
and why he talks about Abraham. Abraham was the father of the Jewish 
people. By father we mean that the Jewish people started with him. This 
can be seen when God called to him in Genesis 12 to leave his country 
and his homeland. Fourteen chapters in Genesis talk about Abraham, 
indicating that he was an important person to know about. He was the 
first of the Jewish people. He followed God in trust and obedience and 
began a whole nation of people that still exist today. 
 Matthew included this here because it was important to emphasize 
that Jesus was not only a descendant of David, but also a descendant of 
Abraham. Jesus was a Jewish person, related to the original father of the 
nation. He was able to tell Jewish people about God’s plan because he was 
directly descended from the first Jewish person, Abraham. 
 This is even more important because of what the Bible says in 
Genesis 22:17-18 about Abraham: “I will surely bless you and make your 
descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the 
seashore.... and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, 
because you have obeyed me.” God promised Abraham that God would 
bless the entire world, every nation, through the offspring or descendants 
of Abraham. That verse is a prophecy about Jesus!
 Matthew includes this list of people in the first chapter of his book to 
show the importance of the fact that Jesus is a descendant of Abraham. 
The blessings promised through Abraham find their completion and 
ultimate fulfillment in Jesus. Jesus is the one through whom God would 
bless the whole world! 
 Jesus’ life and death completed what God promised in Genesis 22, 
by making this spiritual benefit available to all people. Every tribe and 
tongue and people and nation will be affected by Jesus’ death on the cross 
for their sins and the new life that we can have through Jesus. We, as 
Christians and spiritual descendants of Abraham and Jesus, continue that 
blessing by helping others to know about him. Thank God for Abraham 
and pray that you can be a blessing to those around you. 



MONDAY, DEC 16 - THE WORD
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word  

was with God, and the Word was God.”  
(John 1:1)

John opens his gospel in a different way than Matthew and Luke. 
Matthew and Luke begin by telling about Jesus’ birth, John goes back 
even further. John echoes the first words of Genesis, but he goes back 
even further than that, to the time before creation. In the beginning of 
everything was Jesus, the Word. 

Three statements are made about Jesus in John 1:1. In the 
beginning was the Word harkens back to Genesis 1:1, In the beginning, 
God created the heavens and the earth. The origin of creation is written 
about in Genesis 1:1. This is how everything in this world began. John 
is writing about the origin of all that exists, the very foundation of 
existence. Everything is derived from the origin or source of all things, 
and Jesus is at that origin. Everything has its beginning in and from the 
Word. 

Second, the Word was with God. Here John writes about 
relationship, Jesus’ relationship with the Father. The Word was in the 
closest possible relation to the Father that he could be. Jesus didn’t only 
know God, like you might know someone who lives next door. Jesus 
wasn’t a long lost relative that you haven’t seen in a long time. Jesus and 
the Father are one in connection and relationship. 

Third, the Word was God. Here we have to think like first century 
Jews. The Romans had a number of different gods, but the Jews believed 
in one God. They were what we call monotheists. They didn’t understand 
God as a Trinity, three persons in one God. John implies the Trinity here, 
and Scripture teaches that there are three persons in the godhead. God 
is a relational Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Jesus is not a created 
being, or another god, he is God. Nothing less than God can be said about 
the Word. 

This verse may be hard to grasp, but that makes it no less true. 
Jesus was and is God. He is the source of all, one in the closest relationship 
possible with the Father. Worship Jesus, the Word, as God today, along 
with John! 



TUESDAY, DECEMBER 17 - THE LIGHT
“In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”  
(John 1:4–5)

 Another title in John for Jesus is the light. Jesus ascribed this to 
himself (John 8:12; 9:5), and John gives him the same title in his opening 
verses. Let’s take some time today to think about that title. 
 As John did in verse 1, here again he causes us to think about creation 
in Genesis 1, and the one who existed before creation. The very first 
item mentioned as being created is light. “The earth was without form 
and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep… And God said, ‘Let 
there be light,’ and there was light” (Genesis 1:2–3). Notice the parallel 
between Genesis 1 and John 1. Both contrast light and darkness. Just as 
visible light overcame darkness, so has the light of the world Jesus. 
 Ask yourself this question: why did God create the world? One way 
to answer that question would be this: God created the world as a way 
of communicating or revealing himself to those whom he would create. 
God’s creation is part of God’s self-communication. By the same token, 
Jesus is the ultimate expression of God’s self-communication. Jesus is 
God’s best and most accurate revealing of himself to us. 
 John uses two words to describe the light. First, the light shines. 
It doesn’t say this in the past tense but in the present tense. The light 
shines. Its very essence is to shine. The light is shining right now, and 
it will continually shine, forever. Even in the darkness of this world, the 
light of the world, Jesus, will shine. 
 Second, the darkness has not overcome the light. That is such an 
obvious picture of light and darkness, but it still is astounding to think 
about it in a spiritual sense. Wherever there is light, the darkness flees. 
Light dispels and gets rid of darkness. Darkness does not overcome light. 

The tense of the word overcome refers to a single occasion. John 
could be thinking about the initial act of creation, when the creation 
of light overcame the darkness of the world. He is more likely thinking 
about the single, decisive act at Calvary. “There the light and the darkness 
came into bitter and decisive conflict and the darkness could not prevail 
(Leon Morris).” 

Light exists for us, spiritual light through Jesus, but we have to 
follow it. “Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of 
life’” (John 8:12). Follow the light of God in Jesus this Christmas, and you 
will never be in darkness again. 



WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18 - CHRIST
“And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold,  
I bring you good news of great joy that will be for  

all the people. For unto you is born this day  
in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”  

(Luke 2:10–11)

 This is the first verse in the gospel of Luke in which Jesus is referred 
to as Christ. That is a very important word that we will spend some time 
thinking about today and tomorrow. Why did they call him Jesus Christ, 
because his real name is Jesus?
 Christ is a New Testament Greek word that means anointed one. 
The Old Testament or Hebrew word Messiah is the same word, just in 
a different language. In the Old Testament special people were chosen 
for particular tasks and dedicated for God’s service. Oil was poured over 
their heads as a sign that this person was chosen by God, set apart to do 
a special task. For example, God chose David to be the king because Saul 
had disobeyed God. God told Samuel to go to Jesse’s house, because God 
was going to choose one of Jesse’s sons to be king. In 1 Samuel 16:12 
David, the shepherd boy, was anointed. He was set apart by God to one 
day be the king. 
 Other people were chosen by God and anointed for other kinds of 
tasks. Priests were anointed to serve in the temple. Aaron and his sons, 
the temple and all the things that were used in the temple, were anointed 
with oil to be set apart and used by God. The Old Testament books of 
Exodus, Leviticus and Numbers use the word anoint a great deal when 
they talk about how God is to be worshipped. These books tell about 
the leaders (the priests) who will help the people to worship God. Even 
some prophets, like Elisha, were anointed and chosen by God to do a 
special work (I Kings 19:16; Psalm 105:15).
 When people thought of Jesus as the Christ, the anointed one, there 
was special meaning in that title. Jesus was going to be the one who was 
chosen by God to be The Ruler, The King, The Priest, the Prophet from 
God. God had a special work for Jesus to do. When he is called Christ it 
is because he is the one chosen by God that the people had been waiting 
for. They rejoiced because God had sent to them his Chosen One. Praise 
God he has sent the Christ to us as well.  



THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19 - SAVIOR
“And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold,  
I bring you good news of great joy that will be for  

all the people. For unto you is born this day  
in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”  

(Luke 2:10–11)

 Just as we have thought of Jesus as Christ, the anointed one, we can 
also think of him as our priest. That word may not mean much to most 
people. We can understand Jesus as our King. What does it mean that he 
is chosen to be our priest?
 Priests in the Old Testament were chosen and set apart for a very 
special purpose. They were the ones who conducted the worship of God 
for Israel. Worship occurred in the temple, where festivals were held 
and sacrifices were made to God to seek God’s forgiveness for their sins. 
Priests were the ones who cared for the temple and offered the sacrifices 
to God for the people. Priests were important people, so they needed to 
be specially set apart and kept pure before God. 
 All this is important because in these verses Jesus is called Savior as 
well as the anointed one, Christ. The priests offered sacrifices to save the 
people from their sins, from the ways that they disobeyed God. But what 
this verse says is that Jesus was going to be the person who would save 
the people by providing payment for their sins and our sins. Jesus was 
not going to do that by offering a lamb or a dove as a sacrifice, he was 
going to do that by offering himself as a sacrifice! 
 Jesus was chosen by God to offer himself as the Savior who would be 
the sacrifice to make us perfect and holy before God forever (Hebrews 
10:11-14)! God, a long time ago, used priests as those anointed and 
set apart by him to give people an idea of what he was finally going to 
do through his own Son. This is just one of the many things in the Old 
Testament that we see completed by Jesus. Luke 2:11 is as true for us 
today as it was back 2000 years ago, Today in the town of David a Savior 
has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord!



FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20 - LORD
“so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven 

and on earth and under the earth and every tongue confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

(Philippians 2:10-11)

 The name Lord is spoken frequently in Christian and non-Christian 
circles.  We say Praise the Lord. We have the Lord of the Rings, the Lord 
of the Flies, and Lord Voldemort, but do we really acknowledge and live 
out what it means that Jesus is Lord? How should the two verses above 
and the meaning of the title Lord cause us to worship Jesus better this 
Christmas? 
 A Lord by definition has power and authority. Consider Philippians 
2:10 and what one commentator writes: “Wherever Jesus’ name (and 
character) has authority, he will be worshiped. Since he is authoritative 
everywhere, as the next phrase indicates, he will be worshiped 
everywhere.” Jesus is worshipped as Lord because he has conquered 
all and rules over all. He rules over every spiritual being in heaven, all 
human beings on earth, and dead persons under earth. Everywhere 
there is someone to rule, Jesus the Lord rules them. 
 Jesus rules because he has triumphed. Jesus was born a baby in 
order to live a sinless life, die a substitutionary death, be raised and 
ascend to heaven because he triumphed over sin and death. Now he sits 
at God the Father’s right hand, ruling and reigning. This triumph calls for 
our submission. 

The language of Philippians 2:10-11 is that of triumph. The 
bending of the knee was a posture of submission, as was confessing Jesus 
Christ is Lord. The hymn, therefore, speaks to Jesus as the conqueror of all 
(see also 1 Corinthians 15:24-28). Everyone will one day acknowledge 
Jesus’ rightful position as Lord. Have you confessed with your mouth 
that Jesus is Lord and believed in your heart that God raised him from 
the dead (Romans 10:9-10)?  God calls for allegiance from our hearts 
and with our mouths, so worship him with heart and mouth today! 



SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21 - ROOT OF JESSE
“There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,  

and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.”  
(Isaiah 11:1)

A few years ago in California, our neighbor cut down the tree 
that stood between her driveway and our yard. It was one of those liquid 
amber trees that produces the meatball shaped seeds. The stump was 
left between our two yards, and it started to produce shoots from the 
stump and from the roots. I had to kill the shoots, because they were 
growing in my yard. 

That is the picture that Isaiah has in mind as he writes this 
prophecy. God’s line of kings will be cut down like that tree, because of 
disobedience to what God requires. Things will turn from bad to worse 
for God’s people and their kings: “the time will come when all signs of 
life in the Davidic monarchy will have disappeared, like a tree cut to the 
stump, but there remains a secret vitality” (Alec Motyer). 

Isaiah writes just that in 6:13: “And though a tenth remain in it, 
it will be burned again, like a terebinth or an oak, whose stump remains 
when it is felled. The holy seed is its stump” (Isaiah 6:13). This will be a 
result of the sins of God’s people. Like Ahaz in chapter 7, God’s people 
will stop believing in God. But all hope will not be lost. 

Someone will come from this stump. What is amazing is that it 
will not be a king like David, it will be another David. When a shoot comes 
from the stump of Jesse, from the family of Jesse, it must be another, 
better David. “Afterward the children of Israel shall return and seek the 
Lord their God, and David their king, and they shall come in fear to the 
Lord and to his goodness in the latter days” (Hosea 3:5). 

David was a great king, but a greater David, Jesus, was prophesied 
to come later. God would cut down his tree, on purpose, for their sin. But 
in the chopping down of the tree, he had a plan to raise up another from 
the stump who would succeed where his people failed. The fruit that 
comes is you and I, when we trust in Jesus as King and Savior. 

Join us this Sunday for our Bethel Christmas Cantata!



SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22 - SUFFERING SERVANT
“But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for 
our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us 

peace, and with his wounds we are healed.” (Isaiah 53:5)

 Christmas usually is full of happy, joyous, sweet thoughts about a 
little baby born in a manger. It’s all goodness and light. Seldom do we 
think about the ugly side of Jesus’ coming to earth and the suffering he 
experienced. We don’t often hear about the slaughter of the innocent 
babies by Herod in Bethlehem. That’s because we don’t think about sin 
at Christmas, but that is why Jesus came to earth. 
 Isaiah gives us many prophecies concerning Jesus: Immanuel, 
Wonderful Counselor, the root of Jesse. Isaiah also gives us, particularly 
Isaiah 52:13-53:12, an image of a suffering servant. In these two chapters 
we see a picturesque retelling of Jesus’ suffering and its purpose. 
 Jesus didn’t come as an attractive person, like a celebrity today 
(53:2). In fact, when he came he was despised. People didn’t look up 
to him, they looked down at him (53:3). He knew grief and sorrow 
intimately, because he knew our sin, he bore our griefs. God put on him 
all of our sins (53:6). 
 He suffered greatly, but not for anything that he had done. He had 
done no violence, nor was any deceit found in his mouth (53:9).  He lived 
a perfect, sinless life on this earth. Yet he was despised for it. 
 The most amazing part of Isaiah’s prophecy is that it was part of 
God’s plan to crush Jesus. God wanted his own son to suffer. This was in 
order to make an offering for our guilt, to make many righteous by his 
sacrifice for us (53:10-12). That should cause amazement and wonder 
in our hearts and minds. It certainly did in the one who wrote this 
Appalachian song. Consider these words and wonder yourself at what 
Jesus did for you and me!

I wonder as I wander out under the sky,
How Jesus the Savior did come for to die.
For poor on’ry people like you and like I...
I wonder as I wander out under the sky.



MONDAY, DECEMBER 23 - JESUS
And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 

and you shall call his name Jesus.  
(Luke 1:31)

 The name Jesus was given to both parents, Joseph (Matt. 1:21) and 
Mary (Luke 1:31), by the angel of God, who took his instructions from 
God. The Father named the Son. The Father had a specific purpose in this 
name. 
 In both Matthew and Luke, we have instructions as to why the child 
was to be named Jesus. In Matthew’s gospel, the angel states to Joseph 
that Mary “will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins.” Where did this name come from?
 According to commentators, Jesus “is the oldest name containing 
the divine name Yahweh, and means ‘Yahweh is help’ or ‘Yahweh is 
salvation.’” You see this name pop up frequently in the Old Testament as 
Joshua, which is the Hebrew form of the Greek name Jesus. This name 
is from God, and God assigned it to his son to signify that Jesus’ work 
will bring about salvation for his people. As Joshua was the type of the 
one who would lead his people from slavery to freedom, so Jesus is the 
fulfillment of that type. 
 We also need to consider what the angel states in Luke, which gives 
us a different perspective from Matthew. Luke tells us what the angel 
said in verses 32-33: “He will be great and will be called the Son of the 
Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 
and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there 
will be no end.”
 The angel declares to Mary not what Jesus will accomplish, as he 
does to Joseph, but who Jesus is. He will be of the same nature as God 
the Father – his Son. He will reign over all, the ultimate and final heir to 
the throne of David. His reign will be the reign of God, because God can 
only reign forever. Jesus will in fact be God. Luke gives us a theological 
interpretation of the person of Christ, like Paul in Phil. 2:9.
 The name Jesus not only describes what Jesus does in providing 
salvation, but also who he is and why he is able to provide salvation. 
Jesus is God himself, worthy of praise because he is able to accomplish 
salvation. As we approach Christmas in just two days, praise the name of 
Jesus for who he is and what he has accomplished! 



TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24  - IMMANUEL
“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.  
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,  

and shall call his name Immanuel.”  
(Isaiah 7:14)

“’Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they 
shall call his name Immanuel’ (which means, God with us).” 

(Matthew 1:21)

 On this final day before Christmas, Christmas Eve, I wanted to focus 
on what is one of the most important names, and one of my favorite names 
in Scripture, Immanuel. This name was given to Ahaz as an assurance of 
God’s presence, and it is an assurance of God’s presence for us as well. 

God’s promise to be with his people, to be their God, is as old as 
Genesis, and will stretch to the end of time, as we will see in Revelation. In 
fact, this promise is at the heart of all that God wants to do, as we will see 
throughout the Bible. 

God’s presence with his people began in the garden, when God 
had close fellowship with Adam and Eve. That fellowship was broken by 
sin, so God established a covenant with his people. The heart of covenant 
in Genesis 17 is that God would be our God, and we would be his people. 

The promise of God’s presence continued in the instructions for 
the tabernacle, when God promised to dwell among his people (Ex. 29:45). 
God’s presence was one of the blessing of obedience in the giving of the 
law. “And I will walk among you and will be your God, and you shall be my 
people” (Lev. 26:12).

God’s people sinned against him greatly in the time of the prophets, 
so God withdrew his presence from his people, as illustrated in Ezekiel 11. 
Through the prophets, God looks forward to the future when his dwelling 
place will be restored among his people (Ezek. 37:27-28; Zech. 2:10). 

Paul understood that through the Holy Spirit, God can now dwell 
with his church corporately, and in believers individually. He quotes 
Leviticus 26 and Ezekiel 37 to communicate that God’s dwelling place is 
now with us personally. He dwells with every believer and the church in a 
close and intimate way. 

The final goal will be our greatest joy - God’s dwelling with man! 
“And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Behold, the dwelling place 
of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and 
God himself will be with them as their God’” (Rev. 21:3). The coming of Jesus, 
Immanuel, assures us that God will fulfill his promise. Rejoice in God’s 
presence with you today, or ask him to be with you now, if you have never 
humbled yourself before God. 
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