Taking It Home:


Giving special attention to Luke 5:26; Matthew 9:8; and Mark 2:12, notice how
the crowd glorified God. Sometimes simply standing in amazement and awe
before our holy God is the best response we can offer. Specifically, what
would this look like for you to stand in awe of God sometime this week?
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Authority to Forgive
Notes:



The four friends took incredible risk and personal expense (financial and nonfinancial) to introduce their friend to Jesus. What expenses have you had to
make in sharing Jesus’ love with others?



Return to Mark 2:7. The response of the scribes is appropriate in the question
they ask, “who can forgive sins but God alone?” Remind yourself often this
week that Jesus has the power, the authority, and the desire to forgive sin. In
fact, Jesus is the only One who can do this.

Memory Verse:


Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to
the Father except through me. (John 14:6 ESV)

For a restatement of Pastor Matthew’s sermon points, visit
pastormatthew.net and click on the “Write This Down” tab.

For more information about Growth Groups, Growth Group homework, and a
podcast of sermons with homework, visit www.bethelfc.com.

Growth Group Homework
For the week of February 17, 2013

Growing Deeper:


Read Matthew 9:2-8 and Luke 5:17-26 and notice the variation in how each of
the Gospel writers tells this story. What stands out to you about how the
writers nuance this encounter with Jesus?



The construction of this first century home was probably modest. We can
safely assume that the four friends probably used drying fishing tackle to help
lower their friend through a dismantled roof. What other risks did these men
assume as they brought their friend to Jesus?



Consider Romans 10:14-15. Thinking of these four ideas a chain of links, each
has to be true for the Good News to advance. Try to identify these four links in
the story of Mark 2:1-12.

Mark 2:1-12

Quick Review: Jesus’ deity is on full display as we witness the healing of a
paralytic man in response to his faith in Mark 2:1-12. The paralytic’s friends take
great risk, doing whatever it takes to get their friend to Jesus so that he might be
healed. Interrupting the Great Teacher, the friends dismantle the roof and lower
the paralytic through the ceiling right into the middle of a crowd. Jesus sees their
faith and announces forgiveness of sin. Demonstrating power to forgive sins to a
skeptical audience, Jesus then commands the paralytic to rise, take up his mat, and
walk. The healing is complete and the crowd stands amazed. Matthew, Mark and
Luke recount that the crowd was seized by awe at this powerful encounter with
God’s Son.

My Story:


Have you ever had someone over to your home and ruin something? How did
you respond?

1. God sends a messenger (SEND)
2. The messenger must go and tell the story (TELL)
3. The message must be understandable (HEAR)


4. The receiver must place their faith in the Good News (BELIEVE)

What hurdles do you see in the lives of your friends that keep them from
encountering Jesus?


Jesus is meeting people in their spiritual desert, just as Isaiah prophesied.
What specifically do you see in Mark 2 than connects to Isaiah 35? How does
this encourage you?

