
 
  Monday, January 10 

 
READING: Obadiah 1, Joel 2:12-32, Malachi 1  
  
Even though the temple had been rebuilt, the wall had been restored, and Jerusalem had been 

established once again as the hub of political, religious, and cultural activity, the people of God quickly 
fell back into old patterns and routines. They forgot the God who had delivered them over and over 
again.  

  
Malachi was the last Old Testament prophet of Israel, and he reminded the people that God would 

remain faithful if they would return to him.  
  
Obadiah and Joel were prophets in the Northern Kingdom, but it is unclear when their ministries 

occurred. Obadiah warned Edom (the descendants of Esau) against betraying their brothers, the 
Israelites. And Joel pointed to a day when the power of the Spirit of God would no longer be limited to 
specific people at specific times for specific reasons but would be available to all the people of God.  
 

Obadiah’s Vision 

1 The vision of Obadiah. 

This is what the Sovereign LORD says about Edom— 

We have heard a message from the LORD: 
    An envoy was sent to the nations to say, 
“Rise, let us go against her for battle”— 
2 “See, I will make you small among the nations; 
    you will be utterly despised. 
3 The pride of your heart has deceived you, 
    you who live in the clefts of the rocks 
    and make your home on the heights, 
you who say to yourself, 
    ‘Who can bring me down to the ground?’ 
4 Though you soar like the eagle 
    and make your nest among the stars, 
    from there I will bring you down,” 
declares the LORD. 
5 “If thieves came to you, 
    if robbers in the night— 
oh, what a disaster awaits you!— 



 
 
 
  

    would they not steal only as much as they wanted?  
If grape pickers came to you, 
    would they not leave a few grapes? 
6 But how Esau will be ransacked, 
    his hidden treasures pillaged! 
7 All your allies will force you to the border; 
    your friends will deceive and overpower you; 
those who eat your bread will set a trap for you,  
    but you will not detect it. 
8 “In that day,” declares the LORD, 
    “will I not destroy the wise men of Edom, 
    those of understanding in the mountains of Esau? 
9 Your warriors, Teman, will be terrified, 
    and everyone in Esau’s mountains 
    will be cut down in the slaughter. 
10 Because of the violence against your brother Jacob, 
    you will be covered with shame; 
    you will be destroyed forever. 
11 On the day you stood aloof 
    while strangers carried off his wealth 
and foreigners entered his gates 
    and cast lots for Jerusalem, 
    you were like one of them. 
12 You should not gloat over your brother 
    in the day of his misfortune, 
nor rejoice over the people of Judah 
    in the day of their destruction, 
nor boast so much 
    in the day of their trouble. 
13 You should not march through the gates of my people 
    in the day of their disaster, 
nor gloat over them in their calamity 
    in the day of their disaster, 
nor seize their wealth 
    in the day of their disaster. 
14 You should not wait at the crossroads 
    to cut down their fugitives, 
nor hand over their survivors 
    in the day of their trouble. 
15 “The day of the LORD is near 
    for all nations. 
As you have done, it will be done to you; 



 
      your deeds will return upon your own head.  

16 Just as you drank on my holy hill, 
    so all the nations will drink continually; 
they will drink and drink 
    and be as if they had never been. 
17 But on Mount Zion will be deliverance; 
    it will be holy, 
    and Jacob will possess his inheritance. 
18 Jacob will be a fire 
    and Joseph a flame; 
Esau will be stubble, 
    and they will set him on fire and destroy him. 
There will be no survivors 
    from Esau.” 
The LORD has spoken. 
19 People from the Negev will occupy 
    the mountains of Esau, 
and people from the foothills will possess 
    the land of the Philistines. 
They will occupy the fields of Ephraim and Samaria, 
    and Benjamin will possess Gilead. 
20 This company of Israelite exiles who are in Canaan 
    will possess the land as far as Zarephath; 
the exiles from Jerusalem who are in Sepharad 
    will possess the towns of the Negev. 
21 Deliverers will go up on Mount Zion 
    to govern the mountains of Esau. 
    And the kingdom will be the LORD’s. 

Rend Your Heart 

Joel 2 12 “Even now,” declares the LORD, 
    “return to me with all your heart, 
    with fasting and weeping and mourning.” 
13 Rend your heart 
    and not your garments. 
Return to the LORD your God, 
    for he is gracious and compassionate, 
slow to anger and abounding in love, 
    and he relents from sending calamity. 
14 Who knows? He may turn and relent 
    and leave behind a blessing— 



 
 
 
  

grain offerings and drink offerings  
    for the LORD your God. 
15 Blow the trumpet in Zion, 
    declare a holy fast, 
    call a sacred assembly. 
16 Gather the people, 
    consecrate the assembly; 
bring together the elders, 
    gather the children, 
    those nursing at the breast. 
Let the bridegroom leave his room 
    and the bride her chamber. 
17 Let the priests, who minister before the LORD, 
    weep between the portico and the altar. 
Let them say, “Spare your people, LORD. 
    Do not make your inheritance an object of scorn, 
    a byword among the nations. 
Why should they say among the peoples, 
    ‘Where is their God?’” 

The LORD’s Answer 
18 Then the LORD was jealous for his land 
    and took pity on his people. 
19 The LORD replied to them: 

“I am sending you grain, new wine and olive oil, 
    enough to satisfy you fully; 
never again will I make you 
    an object of scorn to the nations. 
20 “I will drive the northern horde far from you, 
    pushing it into a parched and barren land; 
its eastern ranks will drown in the Dead Sea 
    and its western ranks in the Mediterranean Sea. 
And its stench will go up; 
    its smell will rise.” 
Surely he has done great things! 
21     Do not be afraid, land of Judah; 
    be glad and rejoice. 
Surely the LORD has done great things! 
22     Do not be afraid, you wild animals, 
    for the pastures in the wilderness are becoming green. 



 
  The trees are bearing their fruit;  

    the fig tree and the vine yield their riches. 
23 Be glad, people of Zion, 
    rejoice in the LORD your God, 
for he has given you the autumn rains 
    because he is faithful. 
He sends you abundant showers, 
    both autumn and spring rains, as before. 
24 The threshing floors will be filled with grain; 
    the vats will overflow with new wine and oil. 
25 “I will repay you for the years the locusts have eaten— 
    the great locust and the young locust, 
    the other locusts and the locust swarm— 
my great army that I sent among you. 
26 You will have plenty to eat, until you are full, 
    and you will praise the name of the LORD your God, 
    who has worked wonders for you; 
never again will my people be shamed. 
27 Then you will know that I am in Israel, 
    that I am the LORD your God, 
    and that there is no other; 
never again will my people be shamed. 

The Day of the LORD 
28 “And afterward, 
    I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 
    your old men will dream dreams, 
    your young men will see visions. 
29 Even on my servants, both men and women, 
    I will pour out my Spirit in those days. 
30 I will show wonders in the heavens 
    and on the earth, 
    blood and fire and billows of smoke. 
31 The sun will be turned to darkness 
    and the moon to blood 
    before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD. 
32 And everyone who calls 
    on the name of the LORD will be saved; 
for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem 
    there will be deliverance, 



 
 
 
  

    as the LORD has said, 
even among the survivors  
    whom the LORD calls.  

Malachi 1 A prophecy: The word of the LORD to Israel through Malachi.  

Israel Doubts God’s Love 

2 “I have loved you,” says the LORD. 

“But you ask, ‘How have you loved us?’ 

“Was not Esau Jacob’s brother?” declares the LORD. “Yet I have loved Jacob, 3 but Esau I have hated, and 
I have turned his hill country into a wasteland and left his inheritance to the desert jackals.” 

4 Edom may say, “Though we have been crushed, we will rebuild the ruins.” 

But this is what the LORD Almighty says: “They may build, but I will demolish. They will be called the 
Wicked Land, a people always under the wrath of the LORD. 5 You will see it with your own eyes and say, 
‘Great is the LORD—even beyond the borders of Israel!’ 

Breaking Covenant Through Blemished Sacrifices 

6 “A son honors his father, and a slave his master. If I am a father, where is the honor due me? If I am a 
master, where is the respect due me?” says the LORD Almighty. 

“It is you priests who show contempt for my name. 

“But you ask, ‘How have we shown contempt for your name?’ 

7 “By offering defiled food on my altar. 

“But you ask, ‘How have we defiled you?’ 

“By saying that the LORD’s table is contemptible. 8 When you offer blind animals for sacrifice, is that not 
wrong? When you sacrifice lame or diseased animals, is that not wrong? Try offering them to your 
governor! Would he be pleased with you? Would he accept you?” says the LORD Almighty. 

9 “Now plead with God to be gracious to us. With such offerings from your hands, will he accept you?”—
says the LORD Almighty. 



 
  10 “Oh, that one of you would shut the temple doors, so that you would not light useless fires on my  

altar! I am not pleased with you,” says the LORD Almighty, “and I will accept no offering from your 
hands. 11 My name will be great among the nations, from where the sun rises to where it sets. In every 
place incense and pure offerings will be brought to me, because my name will be great among the 
nations,” says the LORD Almighty. 

12 “But you profane it by saying, ‘The Lord’s table is defiled,’ and, ‘Its food is contemptible.’ 13 And you say, 
‘What a burden!’ and you sniff at it contemptuously,” says the LORD Almighty. 

“When you bring injured, lame or diseased animals and offer them as sacrifices, should I accept them 
from your hands?” says the LORD. 14 “Cursed is the cheat who has an acceptable male in his flock and 
vows to give it, but then sacrifices a blemished animal to the Lord. For I am a great king,” says 
the LORD Almighty, “and my name is to be feared among the nations. 

Reflect on what you read: 
 
• What did God reveal to you? 
• What are you going to do about it? 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


