
 
  Monday, October 18 

 
READING: Exodus 20, Exodus 24 
 
God miraculously provided food—manna and quail—to the Israelites while they crossed the desert. At 
Mount Sinai, God met with Moses and gave him the Law, a set of guidelines and guardrails by which the 
Israelites were to live. The most famous of these are the Ten Commandments. On the surface, they 
appear to be rules we are supposed to follow. But more important, they are reflections of God’s 
character. 
  
When He says “no other gods,” He is declaring His SOVEREIGNTY.  
 
“Do not make a graven image” reveals His TRANSCENDENCE and His JEALOUSY. 
 
“Do not take the name of the Lord your God in vain” points us to His HOLINESS. 
 
“Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy” reminds us of God’s REST and CREATIVITY. 
 
“Honor your father and your mother” reminds us that God is COMMUNITY and loves community. 
 
“Do not murder” reveals that God gives and takes away. He is the creator, redeemer, and sustainer of 
LIFE and gives it abundantly. 
 
“Do not commit adultery” shows us the FAITHFULNESS of God. 
 
“Do not steal” points to His PROVIDENCE. 
 
“Do not bear false witness” declares that God is TRUTH. 
 
“Do not covet” points us to the SUFFICIENCY of God. 
 
In Exodus 24, God confirms His promise to the Israelites. 
 

The Ten Commandments 

20 And God spoke all these words: 

2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 

3 “You shall have no other gods before me. 



 
 
 
  

4 “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth 
beneath or in the waters below. 5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, 
the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the parents to the third 
and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing love to a thousand generations of 
those who love me and keep my commandments. 

7 “You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who 
misuses his name. 

8 “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 10 but 
the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, 
nor your son or daughter, nor your male or female servant, nor your animals, nor any foreigner 
residing in your towns. 11 For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all 
that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day 
and made it holy. 

12 “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving 
you. 

13 “You shall not murder. 

14 “You shall not commit adultery. 

15 “You shall not steal. 

16 “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male or 
female servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” 

18 When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet and saw the mountain in 
smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed at a distance 19 and said to Moses, “Speak to us yourself 
and we will listen. But do not have God speak to us or we will die.” 

20 Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. God has come to test you, so that the fear of God will be 
with you to keep you from sinning.” 

21 The people remained at a distance, while Moses approached the thick darkness where God was. 

 

 



 
  
  

Idols and Altars 

22 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Tell the Israelites this: ‘You have seen for yourselves that I have spoken 
to you from heaven: 23 Do not make any gods to be alongside me; do not make for yourselves gods of 
silver or gods of gold. 

24 “‘Make an altar of earth for me and sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, your 
sheep and goats and your cattle. Wherever I cause my name to be honored, I will come to you and 
bless you. 25 If you make an altar of stones for me, do not build it with dressed stones, for you will defile 
it if you use a tool on it. 26 And do not go up to my altar on steps, or your private parts may be exposed.’ 

The Covenant Confirmed 

24 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Come up to the LORD, you and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy 
of the elders of Israel. You are to worship at a distance, 2 but Moses alone is to approach the LORD; the 
others must not come near. And the people may not come up with him.” 

3 When Moses went and told the people all the LORD’s words and laws, they responded with one voice, 
“Everything the LORD has said we will do.” 4 Moses then wrote down everything the LORD had said. 

He got up early the next morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain and set up twelve stone 
pillars representing the twelve tribes of Israel. 5 Then he sent young Israelite men, and they offered 
burnt offerings and sacrificed young bulls as fellowship offerings to the LORD. 6 Moses took half of the 
blood and put it in bowls, and the other half he splashed against the altar. 7 Then he took the Book of 
the Covenant and read it to the people. They responded, “We will do everything the LORD has said; we 
will obey.” 

8 Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the people and said, “This is the blood of the covenant that 
the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words.” 

9 Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy elders of Israel went up 10 and saw the God of 
Israel. Under his feet was something like a pavement made of lapis lazuli, as bright blue as the 
sky. 11 But God did not raise his hand against these leaders of the Israelites; they saw God, and they ate 
and drank. 

12 The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and stay here, and I will give you the 
tablets of stone with the law and commandments I have written for their instruction.” 

13 Then Moses set out with Joshua his aide, and Moses went up on the mountain of God. 14 He said to the 
elders, “Wait here for us until we come back to you. Aaron and Hur are with you, and anyone involved in 
a dispute can go to them.” 



 
  15 When Moses went up on the mountain, the cloud covered it, 16 and the glory of the LORD settled on 

Mount Sinai. For six days the cloud covered the mountain, and on the seventh day the LORD called to 
Moses from within the cloud. 17 To the Israelites the glory of the LORD looked like a consuming fire on 
top of the mountain. 18 Then Moses entered the cloud as he went on up the mountain. And he stayed on 
the mountain forty days and forty nights. 

Reflect on what you read: 
 
• What did God reveal to you? 
• What are you going to do about it? 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


