
 
  Thursday, October 21 

 
READING: Exodus 25:1-22, Exodus 39:32-40:38 
 
While Moses was on Mt. Sinai, the people created an idol to worship. Even though they had seen God’s 
miracles and provision, they still had a hard time trusting in someone they could not see. While we may 
not find ourselves worshiping golden calves today, idolatry is not a practice limited to the ancient 
Israelites. We often find it is easier to place our faith and trust in things we can see and touch instead of 
relying on God’s provision and protection. 
 
The tabernacle and the ark of the covenant provided a way for the people to interact with God’s 
presence in the wilderness. 

Offerings for the Tabernacle 

25 The LORD said to Moses, 2 “Tell the Israelites to bring me an offering. You are to receive the offering 
for me from everyone whose heart prompts them to give. 3 These are the offerings you are to receive 
from them: gold, silver and bronze; 4 blue, purple and scarlet yarn and fine linen; goat hair; 5 ram skins 
dyed red and another type of durable leather; acacia wood; 6 olive oil for the light; spices for the 
anointing oil and for the fragrant incense; 7 and onyx stones and other gems to be mounted on the 
ephod and breastpiece. 

8 “Then have them make a sanctuary for me, and I will dwell among them. 9 Make this tabernacle and all 
its furnishings exactly like the pattern I will show you. 

The Ark 

10 “Have them make an ark of acacia wood—two and a half cubits long, a cubit and a half wide, and a 
cubit and a half high. 11 Overlay it with pure gold, both inside and out, and make a gold molding around 
it. 12 Cast four gold rings for it and fasten them to its four feet, with two rings on one side and two rings 
on the other. 13 Then make poles of acacia wood and overlay them with gold. 14 Insert the poles into the 
rings on the sides of the ark to carry it. 15 The poles are to remain in the rings of this ark; they are not to 
be removed. 16 Then put in the ark the tablets of the covenant law, which I will give you. 

17 “Make an atonement cover of pure gold—two and a half cubits long and a cubit and a half wide. 18 And 
make two cherubim out of hammered gold at the ends of the cover. 19 Make one cherub on one end 
and the second cherub on the other; make the cherubim of one piece with the cover, at the two 
ends. 20 The cherubim are to have their wings spread upward, overshadowing the cover with them. The 
cherubim are to face each other, looking toward the cover. 21 Place the cover on top of the ark and put 
in the ark the tablets of the covenant law that I will give you. 22 There, above the cover between the two 



 
 
 
  

cherubim that are over the ark of the covenant law, I will meet with you and give you all my commands 
for the Israelites. 

Moses Inspects the Tabernacle 

39 32 So all the work on the tabernacle, the tent of meeting, was completed. The Israelites did 
everything just as the LORD commanded Moses. 33 Then they brought the tabernacle to Moses: the tent 
and all its furnishings, its clasps, frames, crossbars, posts and bases; 34 the covering of ram skins dyed 
red and the covering of another durable leather and the shielding curtain; 35 the ark of the covenant 
law with its poles and the atonement cover; 36 the table with all its articles and the bread of the 
Presence; 37 the pure gold lampstand with its row of lamps and all its accessories, and the olive oil for 
the light; 38 the gold altar, the anointing oil, the fragrant incense, and the curtain for the entrance to the 
tent; 39 the bronze altar with its bronze grating, its poles and all its utensils; the basin with its stand; 40 the 
curtains of the courtyard with its posts and bases, and the curtain for the entrance to the courtyard; the 
ropes and tent pegs for the courtyard; all the furnishings for the tabernacle, the tent of meeting; 41 and 
the woven garments worn for ministering in the sanctuary, both the sacred garments for Aaron the 
priest and the garments for his sons when serving as priests. 

42 The Israelites had done all the work just as the LORD had commanded Moses. 43 Moses inspected the 
work and saw that they had done it just as the LORD had commanded. So Moses blessed them. 

Setting Up the Tabernacle 

40 Then the LORD said to Moses: 2 “Set up the tabernacle, the tent of meeting, on the first day of the first 
month. 3 Place the ark of the covenant law in it and shield the ark with the curtain. 4 Bring in the table and 
set out what belongs on it. Then bring in the lampstand and set up its lamps. 5 Place the gold altar of 
incense in front of the ark of the covenant law and put the curtain at the entrance to the tabernacle. 

6 “Place the altar of burnt offering in front of the entrance to the tabernacle, the tent of meeting; 7 place 
the basin between the tent of meeting and the altar and put water in it. 8 Set up the courtyard around it 
and put the curtain at the entrance to the courtyard. 

9 “Take the anointing oil and anoint the tabernacle and everything in it; consecrate it and all its 
furnishings, and it will be holy. 10 Then anoint the altar of burnt offering and all its utensils; 
consecrate the altar, and it will be most holy. 11 Anoint the basin and its stand and consecrate them. 

12 “Bring Aaron and his sons to the entrance to the tent of meeting and wash them with water. 13 Then 
dress Aaron in the sacred garments, anoint him and consecrate him so he may serve me as 
priest. 14 Bring his sons and dress them in tunics. 15 Anoint them just as you anointed their father, so they 
may serve me as priests. Their anointing will be to a priesthood that will continue throughout their 
generations.” 16 Moses did everything just as the LORD commanded him. 



 
  
  

17 So the tabernacle was set up on the first day of the first month in the second year. 18 When Moses set 
up the tabernacle, he put the bases in place, erected the frames, inserted the crossbars and set up the 
posts. 19 Then he spread the tent over the tabernacle and put the covering over the tent, as 
the LORD commanded him. 

20 He took the tablets of the covenant law and placed them in the ark, attached the poles to the ark and 
put the atonement cover over it. 21 Then he brought the ark into the tabernacle and hung the shielding 
curtain and shielded the ark of the covenant law, as the LORD commanded him. 

22 Moses placed the table in the tent of meeting on the north side of the tabernacle outside the 
curtain 23 and set out the bread on it before the LORD, as the LORD commanded him. 

24 He placed the lampstand in the tent of meeting opposite the table on the south side of the 
tabernacle 25 and set up the lamps before the LORD, as the LORD commanded him. 

26 Moses placed the gold altar in the tent of meeting in front of the curtain 27 and burned fragrant 
incense on it, as the LORD commanded him. 

28 Then he put up the curtain at the entrance to the tabernacle. 29 He set the altar of burnt offering near 
the entrance to the tabernacle, the tent of meeting, and offered on it burnt offerings and grain 
offerings, as the LORD commanded him. 

30 He placed the basin between the tent of meeting and the altar and put water in it for washing, 31 and 
Moses and Aaron and his sons used it to wash their hands and feet. 32 They washed whenever they 
entered the tent of meeting or approached the altar, as the LORD commanded Moses. 

33 Then Moses set up the courtyard around the tabernacle and altar and put up the curtain at the 
entrance to the courtyard. And so Moses finished the work. 

The Glory of the LORD 

34 Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 35 Moses 
could not enter the tent of meeting because the cloud had settled on it, and the glory of the LORD filled 
the tabernacle. 

36 In all the travels of the Israelites, whenever the cloud lifted from above the tabernacle, they would set 
out; 37 but if the cloud did not lift, they did not set out—until the day it lifted. 38 So the cloud of 
the LORD was over the tabernacle by day, and fire was in the cloud by night, in the sight of all the 
Israelites during all their travels. 

 



 
  Reflect on what you read: 

 
• What did God reveal to you? 
• What are you going to do about it? 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


