
 
  Monday, October 25th 

 
READING: Leviticus 9, Leviticus 23, Leviticus 26:1-13  
  
The book of Leviticus is one of the most difficult to read because it is a seemingly tedious outline of 

random rules of the Israelites. While it may be difficult for us to understand through a contemporary 
lens, The Law established that God was interested in every single detail of the lives of His people and 
that the Israelites were set apart and called to live differently than every other people group. Now that 
they were free from the slavery of Egypt, God was giving them a new pathway for relating to Him.  

 

In the book of Leviticus, God establishes the sacrificial system (the pathway for connecting with 
God), the role of the High Priest (the mediator between God and his people), and the Day of Atonement 
(the annual sacrifice for the sins of the people). In the New Testament book of Hebrews, we see that 
Jesus is the fulfillment of each of these systems. He is the perfect sacrifice, He is the perfect mediator 
between God and us, and His death on the cross provided the final and eternal Day of Atonement for all 
humanity.  

  
God commanded that the Israelites observe various holidays throughout the year. These festivals 

provided opportunities for the people to remember and celebrate who God was and what He had done. 
They also revealed God’s heart that the people experience joy and celebration even in the midst of the 
wilderness.   

The Priests Begin Their Ministry 

9 On the eighth day Moses summoned Aaron and his sons and the elders of Israel. 2 He said to Aaron, 
“Take a bull calf for your sin offering and a ram for your burnt offering, both without defect, and present 
them before the LORD. 3 Then say to the Israelites: ‘Take a male goat for a sin offering, a calf and a 
lamb—both a year old and without defect—for a burnt offering, 4 and an ox and a ram for a fellowship 
offering to sacrifice before the LORD, together with a grain offering mixed with olive oil. For today 
the LORD will appear to you.’” 

5 They took the things Moses commanded to the front of the tent of meeting, and the entire assembly 
came near and stood before the LORD. 6 Then Moses said, “This is what the LORD has commanded you to 
do, so that the glory of the LORD may appear to you.” 

7 Moses said to Aaron, “Come to the altar and sacrifice your sin offering and your burnt offering and 
make atonement for yourself and the people; sacrifice the offering that is for the people and make 
atonement for them, as the LORD has commanded.” 



 
 
 
  

8 So Aaron came to the altar and slaughtered the calf as a sin offering for himself. 9 His sons brought the 
blood to him, and he dipped his finger into the blood and put it on the horns of the altar; the rest of the 
blood he poured out at the base of the altar. 10 On the altar he burned the fat, the kidneys and the long 
lobe of the liver from the sin offering, as the LORD commanded Moses; 11 the flesh and the hide he 
burned up outside the camp. 

12 Then he slaughtered the burnt offering. His sons handed him the blood, and he splashed it against the 
sides of the altar. 13 They handed him the burnt offering piece by piece, including the head, and he 
burned them on the altar. 14 He washed the internal organs and the legs and burned them on top of the 
burnt offering on the altar. 

15 Aaron then brought the offering that was for the people. He took the goat for the people’s sin offering 
and slaughtered it and offered it for a sin offering as he did with the first one. 

16 He brought the burnt offering and offered it in the prescribed way. 17 He also brought the grain 
offering, took a handful of it and burned it on the altar in addition to the morning’s burnt offering. 

18 He slaughtered the ox and the ram as the fellowship offering for the people. His sons handed him the 
blood, and he splashed it against the sides of the altar. 19 But the fat portions of the ox and the ram—the 
fat tail, the layer of fat, the kidneys and the long lobe of the liver— 20 these they laid on the breasts, and 
then Aaron burned the fat on the altar. 21 Aaron waved the breasts and the right thigh before the LORD as 
a wave offering, as Moses commanded. 

22 Then Aaron lifted his hands toward the people and blessed them. And having sacrificed the sin 
offering, the burnt offering and the fellowship offering, he stepped down. 

23 Moses and Aaron then went into the tent of meeting. When they came out, they blessed the people; 
and the glory of the LORD appeared to all the people. 24 Fire came out from the presence of 
the LORD and consumed the burnt offering and the fat portions on the altar. And when all the people 
saw it, they shouted for joy and fell facedown. 

The Appointed Festivals 

23 The LORD said to Moses, 2 “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘These are my appointed 
festivals, the appointed festivals of the LORD, which you are to proclaim as sacred assemblies. 



 
  
  The Sabbath 

3 “‘There are six days when you may work, but the seventh day is a day of sabbath rest, a day of sacred 
assembly. You are not to do any work; wherever you live, it is a sabbath to the LORD. 

The Passover and the Festival of Unleavened Bread 

4 “‘These are the LORD’s appointed festivals, the sacred assemblies you are to proclaim at their 
appointed times: 5 The LORD’s Passover begins at twilight on the fourteenth day of the first month. 6 On 
the fifteenth day of that month the LORD’s Festival of Unleavened Bread begins; for seven days you 
must eat bread made without yeast. 7 On the first day hold a sacred assembly and do no regular 
work. 8 For seven days present a food offering to the LORD. And on the seventh day hold a sacred 
assembly and do no regular work.’” 

Offering the Firstfruits 

9 The LORD said to Moses, 10 “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘When you enter the land I am 
going to give you and you reap its harvest, bring to the priest a sheaf of the first grain you harvest. 11 He 
is to wave the sheaf before the LORD so it will be accepted on your behalf; the priest is to wave it on the 
day after the Sabbath. 12 On the day you wave the sheaf, you must sacrifice as a burnt offering to 
the LORD a lamb a year old without defect, 13 together with its grain offering of two-tenths of an ephah of 
the finest flour mixed with olive oil—a food offering presented to the LORD, a pleasing aroma—and its 
drink offering of a quarter of a hin of wine. 14 You must not eat any bread, or roasted or new grain, until 
the very day you bring this offering to your God. This is to be a lasting ordinance for the generations to 
come, wherever you live. 

The Festival of Weeks 

15 “‘From the day after the Sabbath, the day you brought the sheaf of the wave offering, count off seven 
full weeks. 16 Count off fifty days up to the day after the seventh Sabbath, and then present an offering 
of new grain to the LORD. 17 From wherever you live, bring two loaves made of two-tenths of an ephah of 
the finest flour, baked with yeast, as a wave offering of firstfruits to the LORD. 18 Present with this bread 
seven male lambs, each a year old and without defect, one young bull and two rams. They will be a 
burnt offering to the LORD, together with their grain offerings and drink offerings—a food offering, an 
aroma pleasing to the LORD. 19 Then sacrifice one male goat for a sin offering and two lambs, each a year 
old, for a fellowship offering. 20 The priest is to wave the two lambs before the LORD as a wave 
offering, together with the bread of the firstfruits. They are a sacred offering to the LORD for the 
priest. 21 On that same day you are to proclaim a sacred assembly and do no regular work. This is to be a 
lasting ordinance for the generations to come, wherever you live. 



 
  22 “‘When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges of your field or gather the 

gleanings of your harvest. Leave them for the poor and for the foreigner residing among you. I am 
the LORD your God.’” 

The Festival of Trumpets 

23 The LORD said to Moses, 24 “Say to the Israelites: ‘On the first day of the seventh month you are to have 
a day of sabbath rest, a sacred assembly commemorated with trumpet blasts. 25 Do no regular work, but 
present a food offering to the LORD.’” 

The Day of Atonement 

26 The LORD said to Moses, 27 “The tenth day of this seventh month is the Day of Atonement. Hold a 
sacred assembly and deny yourselves, and present a food offering to the LORD. 28 Do not do any work on 
that day, because it is the Day of Atonement, when atonement is made for you before the LORD your 
God. 29 Those who do not deny themselves on that day must be cut off from their people. 30 I will destroy 
from among their people anyone who does any work on that day. 31 You shall do no work at all. This is to 
be a lasting ordinance for the generations to come, wherever you live. 32 It is a day of sabbath rest for 
you, and you must deny yourselves. From the evening of the ninth day of the month until the following 
evening you are to observe your sabbath.” 

The Festival of Tabernacles 

33 The LORD said to Moses, 34 “Say to the Israelites: ‘On the fifteenth day of the seventh month the LORD’s 
Festival of Tabernacles begins, and it lasts for seven days. 35 The first day is a sacred assembly; do no 
regular work. 36 For seven days present food offerings to the LORD, and on the eighth day hold a sacred 
assembly and present a food offering to the LORD. It is the closing special assembly; do no regular work. 

37 (“‘These are the LORD’s appointed festivals, which you are to proclaim as sacred assemblies for 
bringing food offerings to the LORD—the burnt offerings and grain offerings, sacrifices and drink 
offerings required for each day. 38 These offerings are in addition to those for the LORD’s Sabbaths and in 
addition to your gifts and whatever you have vowed and all the freewill offerings you give to the LORD.) 

39 “‘So beginning with the fifteenth day of the seventh month, after you have gathered the crops of the 
land, celebrate the festival to the LORD for seven days; the first day is a day of sabbath rest, and the 
eighth day also is a day of sabbath rest. 40 On the first day you are to take branches from luxuriant 
trees—from palms, willows and other leafy trees—and rejoice before the LORD your God for seven 
days. 41 Celebrate this as a festival to the LORD for seven days each year. This is to be a lasting ordinance 
for the generations to come; celebrate it in the seventh month. 42 Live in temporary shelters for seven 
days: All native-born Israelites are to live in such shelters 43 so your descendants will know that I had the 
Israelites live in temporary shelters when I brought them out of Egypt. I am the LORD your God.’” 



 
 
 
  

44 So Moses announced to the Israelites the appointed festivals of the LORD. 

Reward for Obedience 

26 “‘Do not make idols or set up an image or a sacred stone for yourselves, and do not place a carved 
stone in your land to bow down before it. I am the LORD your God. 

2 “‘Observe my Sabbaths and have reverence for my sanctuary. I am the LORD. 

3 “‘If you follow my decrees and are careful to obey my commands, 4 I will send you rain in its 
season, and the ground will yield its crops and the trees their fruit. 5 Your threshing will continue until 
grape harvest and the grape harvest will continue until planting, and you will eat all the food you 
want and live in safety in your land. 

6 “‘I will grant peace in the land, and you will lie down and no one will make you afraid. I will remove wild 
beasts from the land, and the sword will not pass through your country. 7 You will pursue your 
enemies, and they will fall by the sword before you. 8 Five of you will chase a hundred, and a hundred of 
you will chase ten thousand, and your enemies will fall by the sword before you. 

9 “‘I will look on you with favor and make you fruitful and increase your numbers, and I will keep my 
covenant with you. 10 You will still be eating last year’s harvest when you will have to move it out to 
make room for the new. 11 I will put my dwelling place among you, and I will not abhor you. 12 I will 
walk among you and be your God, and you will be my people. 13 I am the LORD your God, who brought 
you out of Egypt so that you would no longer be slaves to the Egyptians; I broke the bars of your 
yoke and enabled you to walk with heads held high. 

Reflect on what you read: 
 
• What did God reveal to you? 
• What are you going to do about it? 
 


