
 
  Thursday, November 4 

 
READING: Joshua 1:1-9, Joshua 6:1-25, Joshua 23-24  
  
After Moses’ death, Joshua was appointed to be the next leader of Israel. He had served as Moses’ 

right hand and was one of the two spies who brought back a good report.  
The first half of the book of Joshua outlines the major battles of the conquest of the Promised Land, 

including the famous battle of Jericho. The second half of the book details the division of the land 
among the tribes of Israel. At the end of the book, Joshua re-tells the story for a new generation of 
Israelites who are possessing and settling the land that God had promised.  

  
The story of Rahab is another interesting display of God’s grace and inclusive heart. Even though she 

was a foreigner and a prostitute, she was embraced as one of the people of God and included in the 
lineage of Jesus in the Book of Matthew.  

Joshua Installed as Leader 

1 After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ 
aide: 2 “Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready to cross the Jordan 
River into the land I am about to give to them—to the Israelites. 3 I will give you every place where you 
set your foot, as I promised Moses. 4 Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the 
great river, the Euphrates—all the Hittite country—to the Mediterranean Sea in the west. 5 No one will be 
able to stand against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never 
leave you nor forsake you. 6 Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit 
the land I swore to their ancestors to give them. 

7 “Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn 
from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. 8 Keep this Book of the 
Law always on your lips; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything 
written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever 
you go.” 

6 Now the gates of Jericho were securely barred because of the Israelites. No one went out and no one 
came in. 

2 Then the LORD said to Joshua, “See, I have delivered Jericho into your hands, along with its king and its 
fighting men. 3 March around the city once with all the armed men. Do this for six days. 4 Have seven 
priests carry trumpets of rams’ horns in front of the ark. On the seventh day, march around the city 
seven times, with the priests blowing the trumpets. 5 When you hear them sound a long blast on the 



 
 
 
  

trumpets, have the whole army give a loud shout; then the  wall of the city will collapse and the army 
will go up, everyone straight in.” 

6 So Joshua son of Nun called the priests and said to them, “Take up the ark of the covenant of 
the LORD and have seven priests carry trumpets in front of it.” 7 And he ordered the army, “Advance! 
March around the city, with an armed guard going ahead of the ark of the LORD.” 

8 When Joshua had spoken to the people, the seven priests carrying the seven trumpets before 
the LORD went forward, blowing their trumpets, and the ark of the LORD’s covenant followed them. 9 The 
armed guard marched ahead of the priests who blew the trumpets, and the rear guard followed the ark. 
All this time the trumpets were sounding. 10 But Joshua had commanded the army, “Do not give a war 
cry, do not raise your voices, do not say a word until the day I tell you to shout. Then shout!” 11 So he had 
the ark of the LORD carried around the city, circling it once. Then the army returned to camp and spent 
the night there. 

12 Joshua got up early the next morning and the priests took up the ark of the LORD. 13 The seven priests 
carrying the seven trumpets went forward, marching before the ark of the LORD and blowing the 
trumpets. The armed men went ahead of them and the rear guard followed the ark of the LORD, while 
the trumpets kept sounding. 14 So on the second day they marched around the city once and returned 
to the camp. They did this for six days. 

15 On the seventh day, they got up at daybreak and marched around the city seven times in the same 
manner, except that on that day they circled the city seven times. 16 The seventh time around, when the 
priests sounded the trumpet blast, Joshua commanded the army, “Shout! For the LORD has given you 
the city! 17 The city and all that is in it are to be devoted to the LORD. Only Rahab the prostitute and all 
who are with her in her house shall be spared, because she hid the spies we sent. 18 But keep away from 
the devoted things, so that you will not bring about your own destruction by taking any of them. 
Otherwise you will make the camp of Israel liable to destruction and bring trouble on it. 19 All the silver 
and gold and the articles of bronze and iron are sacred to the LORD and must go into his treasury.” 

20 When the trumpets sounded, the army shouted, and at the sound of the trumpet, when the men gave 
a loud shout, the wall collapsed; so everyone charged straight in, and they took the city. 21 They 
devoted the city to the LORD and destroyed with the sword every living thing in it—men and women, 
young and old, cattle, sheep and donkeys. 

22 Joshua said to the two men who had spied out the land, “Go into the prostitute’s house and bring her 
out and all who belong to her, in accordance with your oath to her.” 23 So the young men who had done 
the spying went in and brought out Rahab, her father and mother, her brothers and sisters and all who 
belonged to her. They brought out her entire family and put them in a place outside the camp of Israel. 

24 Then they burned the whole city and everything in it, but they put the silver and gold and the articles 
of bronze and iron into the treasury of the LORD’s house. 25 But Joshua spared Rahab the prostitute, with 



 
  her family and all who belonged to her , because she hid the men Joshua had sent as spies to Jericho—

and she lives among the Israelites to this day. 

Joshua’s Farewell to the Leaders 

23 After a long time had passed and the LORD had given Israel rest from all their enemies around them, 
Joshua, by then a very old man, 2 summoned all Israel—their elders, leaders, judges and officials—and 
said to them: “I am very old. 3 You yourselves have seen everything the LORD your God has done to all 
these nations for your sake; it was the LORD your God who fought for you. 4 Remember how I have 
allotted as an inheritance for your tribes all the land of the nations that remain—the nations I 
conquered—between the Jordan and the Mediterranean Sea in the west. 5 The LORD your God himself 
will push them out for your sake. He will drive them out before you, and you will take possession of their 
land, as the LORD your God promised you. 

6 “Be very strong; be careful to obey all that is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, without turning 
aside to the right or to the left. 7 Do not associate with these nations that remain among you; do not 
invoke the names of their gods or swear by them. You must not serve them or bow down to them. 8 But 
you are to hold fast to the LORD your God, as you have until now. 

9 “The LORD has driven out before you great and powerful nations; to this day no one has been able to 
withstand you. 10 One of you routs a thousand, because the LORD your God fights for you, just as he 
promised. 11 So be very careful to love the LORD your God. 

12 “But if you turn away and ally yourselves with the survivors of these nations that remain among you 
and if you intermarry with them and associate with them, 13 then you may be sure that the LORD your 
God will no longer drive out these nations before you. Instead, they will become snares and traps for 
you, whips on your backs and thorns in your eyes, until you perish from this good land, which 
the LORD your God has given you. 

14 “Now I am about to go the way of all the earth. You know with all your heart and soul that not one of 
all the good promises the LORD your God gave you has failed. Every promise has been fulfilled; not one 
has failed. 15 But just as all the good things the LORD your God has promised you have come to you, so 
he will bring on you all the evil things he has threatened, until the LORD your God has destroyed 
you from this good land he has given you. 16 If you violate the covenant of the LORD your God, which he 
commanded you, and go and serve other gods and bow down to them, the LORD’s anger will burn 
against you, and you will quickly perish from the good land he has given you.” 

The Covenant Renewed at Shechem 

24 Then Joshua assembled all the tribes of Israel at Shechem. He summoned the elders, leaders, 
judges and officials of Israel, and they presented themselves before God. 



 
 
 
  

2 Joshua said to all the people, “This is what the LORD, th e God of Israel, says: ‘Long ago your ancestors, 
including Terah the father of Abraham and Nahor, lived beyond the Euphrates River and worshiped 
other gods. 3 But I took your father Abraham from the land beyond the Euphrates and led him 
throughout Canaan and gave him many descendants. I gave him Isaac, 4 and to Isaac I gave Jacob and 
Esau. I assigned the hill country of Seir to Esau, but Jacob and his family went down to Egypt. 

5 “‘Then I sent Moses and Aaron, and I afflicted the Egyptians by what I did there, and I brought you 
out. 6 When I brought your people out of Egypt, you came to the sea, and the Egyptians pursued them 
with chariots and horsemen as far as the Red Sea. 7 But they cried to the LORD for help, and he put 
darkness between you and the Egyptians; he brought the sea over them and covered them. You saw 
with your own eyes what I did to the Egyptians. Then you lived in the wilderness for a long time. 

8 “‘I brought you to the land of the Amorites who lived east of the Jordan. They fought against you, but I 
gave them into your hands. I destroyed them from before you, and you took possession of their 
land. 9 When Balak son of Zippor, the king of Moab, prepared to fight against Israel, he sent for Balaam 
son of Beor to put a curse on you. 10 But I would not listen to Balaam, so he blessed you again and again, 
and I delivered you out of his hand. 

11 “‘Then you crossed the Jordan and came to Jericho. The citizens of Jericho fought against you, as did 
also the Amorites, Perizzites, Canaanites, Hittites, Girgashites, Hivites and Jebusites, but I gave them into 
your hands. 12 I sent the hornet ahead of you, which drove them out before you—also the two Amorite 
kings. You did not do it with your own sword and bow. 13 So I gave you a land on which you did not toil 
and cities you did not build; and you live in them and eat from vineyards and olive groves that you did 
not plant.’ 

14 “Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your ancestors 
worshiped beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15 But if serving 
the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether 
the gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you 
are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.” 

16 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us to forsake the LORD to serve other gods! 17 It was 
the LORD our God himself who brought us and our parents up out of Egypt, from that land of 
slavery, and performed those great signs before our eyes. He protected us on our entire journey and 
among all the nations through which we traveled. 18 And the LORD drove out before us all the 
nations, including the Amorites, who lived in the land. We too will serve the LORD, because he is our 
God.” 

19 Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the LORD. He is a holy God; he is a jealous 
God. He will not forgive your rebellion and your sins. 20 If you forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods, 
he will turn and bring disaster on you and make an end of you, after he has been good to you.” 



 
  21 But the people said to Joshua, “No! We wi ll serve the LORD.” 

22 Then Joshua said, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen to serve the LORD.” 

“Yes, we are witnesses,” they replied. 

23 “Now then,” said Joshua, “throw away the foreign gods that are among you and yield your hearts to 
the LORD, the God of Israel.” 

24 And the people said to Joshua, “We will serve the LORD our God and obey him.” 

25 On that day Joshua made a covenant for the people, and there at Shechem he reaffirmed for them 
decrees and laws. 26 And Joshua recorded these things in the Book of the Law of God. Then he took a 
large stone and set it up there under the oak near the holy place of the LORD. 

27 “See!” he said to all the people. “This stone will be a witness against us. It has heard all the words 
the LORD has said to us. It will be a witness against you if you are untrue to your God.” 

28 Then Joshua dismissed the people, each to their own inheritance. 

Buried in the Promised Land 

29 After these things, Joshua son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died at the age of a hundred and 
ten. 30 And they buried him in the land of his inheritance, at Timnath Serah in the hill country of Ephraim, 
north of Mount Gaash. 

31 Israel served the LORD throughout the lifetime of Joshua and of the elders who outlived him and who 
had experienced everything the LORD had done for Israel. 

32 And Joseph’s bones, which the Israelites had brought up from Egypt, were buried at Shechem in the 
tract of land that Jacob bought for a hundred pieces of silver from the sons of Hamor, the father of 
Shechem. This became the inheritance of Joseph’s descendants. 

33 And Eleazar son of Aaron died and was buried at Gibeah, which had been allotted to his son 
Phinehas in the hill country of Ephraim. 

 

Reflect on what you read: 
 
• What did God reveal to you? 
• What are you going to do about it? 


