
 
  Monday, December 13 

 
READING: Amos 5, Jonah 1-2, Hosea 1, 3  
  
The Assyrian empire was rising as a dominant force in world history and was threatening the people 

of Israel when God asked Jonah to take a warning to its capital city of Nineveh. Jonah tried to run from 
God’s direction (and understandably so: the Assyrians were notorious for flaying their enemies and 
using their skins as wallpaper), but after an uncomfortable three nights in a fish, Jonah eventually 
obeyed God. To his surprise and dismay, the people of Nineveh received the warning and repented. 
God withheld His hand of judgment, leaving Jonah upset and feeling betrayed by God.  

  
Amos encouraged God’s people to show mercy.  
  
Hosea is a picture of God’s faithfulness. The story of Hosea and his persistent pursuit of his wife, 

Gomer, is a picture of a God who faithfully pursues unfaithful people.  
  
Despite a momentary season of repentance due to Jonah’s warnings, the Assyrian Empire continued 

to expand and eventually attacked Israel (the Northern Kingdom). Israel fell to the Assyrian army in 722 
BC.  

  
The Assyrian army marched into the Southern Kingdom of Judah and towards its capital city of 

Jerusalem. There Hezekiah was serving as the King of Judah and being advised by the prophet Isaiah.  

A Lament and Call to Repentance 

Amos 5 Hear this word, Israel, this lament I take up concerning you: 

2 “Fallen is Virgin Israel, 
    never to rise again, 
deserted in her own land, 
    with no one to lift her up.” 
3 This is what the Sovereign LORD says to Israel: 

“Your city that marches out a thousand strong 
    will have only a hundred left; 
your town that marches out a hundred strong 
    will have only ten left.” 
4 This is what the LORD says to Israel: 

“Seek me and live; 
5     do not seek Bethel, 



 
 
 
  

do not go to Gilgal,  
    do not journey to Beersheba. 
For Gilgal will surely go into exile, 
    and Bethel will be reduced to nothing.” 
6 Seek the LORD and live, 
    or he will sweep through the tribes of Joseph like a fire; 
it will devour them, 
    and Bethel will have no one to quench it. 
7 There are those who turn justice into bitterness 
    and cast righteousness to the ground. 
8 He who made the Pleiades and Orion, 
    who turns midnight into dawn 
    and darkens day into night, 
who calls for the waters of the sea 
    and pours them out over the face of the land— 
    the LORD is his name. 
9 With a blinding flash he destroys the stronghold 
    and brings the fortified city to ruin. 
10 There are those who hate the one who upholds justice in court 
    and detest the one who tells the truth. 
11 You levy a straw tax on the poor 
    and impose a tax on their grain. 
Therefore, though you have built stone mansions, 
    you will not live in them; 
though you have planted lush vineyards, 
    you will not drink their wine. 
12 For I know how many are your offenses 
    and how great your sins. 
There are those who oppress the innocent and take bribes 
    and deprive the poor of justice in the courts. 
13 Therefore the prudent keep quiet in such times, 
    for the times are evil. 
14 Seek good, not evil, 
    that you may live. 
Then the LORD God Almighty will be with you, 
    just as you say he is. 
15 Hate evil, love good; 
    maintain justice in the courts. 
Perhaps the LORD God Almighty will have mercy 
    on the remnant of Joseph. 
16 Therefore this is what the Lord, the LORD God Almighty, says: 



 
  “There will be wailing in all the streets  

    and cries of anguish in every public square. 
The farmers will be summoned to weep 
    and the mourners to wail. 
17 There will be wailing in all the vineyards, 
    for I will pass through your midst,” 
says the LORD. 

The Day of the LORD 
18 Woe to you who long 
    for the day of the LORD! 
Why do you long for the day of the LORD? 
    That day will be darkness, not light. 
19 It will be as though a man fled from a lion 
    only to meet a bear, 
as though he entered his house 
    and rested his hand on the wall 
    only to have a snake bite him. 
20 Will not the day of the LORD be darkness, not light— 
    pitch-dark, without a ray of brightness? 
21 “I hate, I despise your religious festivals; 
    your assemblies are a stench to me. 
22 Even though you bring me burnt offerings and grain offerings, 
    I will not accept them. 
Though you bring choice fellowship offerings, 
    I will have no regard for them. 
23 Away with the noise of your songs! 
    I will not listen to the music of your harps. 
24 But let justice roll on like a river, 
    righteousness like a never-failing stream! 
25 “Did you bring me sacrifices and offerings 
    forty years in the wilderness, people of Israel? 
26 You have lifted up the shrine of your king, 
    the pedestal of your idols, 
    the star of your god— 
    which you made for yourselves. 
27 Therefore I will send you into exile beyond Damascus,” 
    says the LORD, whose name is God Almighty. 

Jonah Flees From the LORD 



 
 
 
  

Jonah 1 The word of the  LORD came to Jonah son of Amittai: 2 “Go to the great city of Nineveh and 
preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before me.” 

3 But Jonah ran away from the LORD and headed for Tarshish. He went down to Joppa, where he found a 
ship bound for that port. After paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee from 
the LORD. 

4 Then the LORD sent a great wind on the sea, and such a violent storm arose that the ship threatened to 
break up. 5 All the sailors were afraid and each cried out to his own god. And they threw the cargo into 
the sea to lighten the ship. 

But Jonah had gone below deck, where he lay down and fell into a deep sleep. 6 The captain went to 
him and said, “How can you sleep? Get up and call on your god! Maybe he will take notice of us so that 
we will not perish.” 

7 Then the sailors said to each other, “Come, let us cast lots to find out who is responsible for this 
calamity.” They cast lots and the lot fell on Jonah. 8 So they asked him, “Tell us, who is responsible for 
making all this trouble for us? What kind of work do you do? Where do you come from? What is your 
country? From what people are you?” 

9 He answered, “I am a Hebrew and I worship the LORD, the God of heaven, who made the sea and the 
dry land.” 

10 This terrified them and they asked, “What have you done?” (They knew he was running away from 
the LORD, because he had already told them so.) 

11 The sea was getting rougher and rougher. So they asked him, “What should we do to you to make the 
sea calm down for us?” 

12 “Pick me up and throw me into the sea,” he replied, “and it will become calm. I know that it is my fault 
that this great storm has come upon you.” 

13 Instead, the men did their best to row back to land. But they could not, for the sea grew even wilder 
than before. 14 Then they cried out to the LORD, “Please, LORD, do not let us die for taking this man’s life. 
Do not hold us accountable for killing an innocent man, for you, LORD, have done as you 
pleased.” 15 Then they took Jonah and threw him overboard, and the raging sea grew calm. 16 At this the 
men greatly feared the LORD, and they offered a sacrifice to the LORD and made vows to him. 

Jonah’s Prayer 

17 Now the LORD provided a huge fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days 
and three nights. 2 1 From inside the fish Jonah prayed to the LORD his God. 2 He said: 



 
  “In my distress I called to the LORD,  

    and he answered me. 
From deep in the realm of the dead I called for help, 
    and you listened to my cry. 
3 You hurled me into the depths, 
    into the very heart of the seas, 
    and the currents swirled about me; 
all your waves and breakers 
    swept over me. 
4 I said, ‘I have been banished 
    from your sight; 
yet I will look again 
    toward your holy temple.’ 
5 The engulfing waters threatened me,  
    the deep surrounded me; 
    seaweed was wrapped around my head. 
6 To the roots of the mountains I sank down; 
    the earth beneath barred me in forever. 
But you, LORD my God, 
    brought my life up from the pit. 
7 “When my life was ebbing away, 
    I remembered you, LORD, 
and my prayer rose to you, 
    to your holy temple. 
8 “Those who cling to worthless idols 
    turn away from God’s love for them. 
9 But I, with shouts of grateful praise, 
    will sacrifice to you. 
What I have vowed I will make good. 
    I will say, ‘Salvation comes from the LORD.’” 
10 And the LORD commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry land. 

Hosea 1 The word of the LORD that came to Hosea son of Beeri during the reigns of 
Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and during the reign of Jeroboam son of 
Jehoash king of Israel: 

Hosea’s Wife and Children 

2 When the LORD began to speak through Hosea, the LORD said to him, “Go, marry a promiscuous woman 
and have children with her, for like an adulterous wife this land is guilty of unfaithfulness to 
the LORD.” 3 So he married Gomer daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son. 



 
 
 
  

4 Then the LORD said to Hosea, “Call him Jezreel, because I will soon punish the house of Jehu for the 
massacre at Jezreel, and I will put an end to the kingdom of Israel. 5 In that day I will break Israel’s bow in 
the Valley of Jezreel.” 

6 Gomer conceived again and gave birth to a daughter. Then the LORD said to Hosea, “Call her Lo-
Ruhamah (which means “not loved”), for I will no longer show love to Israel, that I should at all forgive 
them. 7 Yet I will show love to Judah; and I will save them—not by bow, sword or battle, or by horses and 
horsemen, but I, the LORD their God, will save them.” 

8 After she had weaned Lo-Ruhamah, Gomer had another son. 9 Then the LORD said, “Call him Lo-Ammi 
(which means “not my people”), for you are not my people, and I am not your God.  

10 “Yet the Israelites will be like the sand on the seashore, which cannot be measured or counted. In the 
place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’ they will be called ‘children of the living 
God.’ 11 The people of Judah and the people of Israel will come together; they will appoint one 
leader and will come up out of the land, for great will be the day of Jezreel.  

Hosea’s Reconciliation With His Wife 

3 The LORD said to me, “Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is loved by another man and 
is an adulteress. Love her as the LORD loves the Israelites, though they turn to other gods and love the 
sacred raisin cakes.” 

2 So I bought her for fifteen shekels of silver and about a homer and a lethek of barley. 3 Then I told her, 
“You are to live with me many days; you must not be a prostitute or be intimate with any man, and I will 
behave the same way toward you.” 

4 For the Israelites will live many days without king or prince, without sacrifice or sacred stones, without 
ephod or household gods. 5 Afterward the Israelites will return and seek the LORD their God and David 
their king. They will come trembling to the LORD and to his blessings in the last days. 

 

Reflect on what you read: 
 
• What did God reveal to you? 
• What are you going to do about it? 
 
 
 
 


