
 
  Thursday, December 16 

 
READING: 2 Kings 18:1-8, Micah 1:1-5, Micah 7:18-20, Isaiah 37:1-20, Isaiah 40, Nahum 1  
  
King Hezekiah and the prophet Isaiah sought God in prayer and followed His direction. Because of 

their obedience, the attacks of the Assyrian Empire were thwarted. The Southern Kingdom of Judah had 
been spared.  

The prophet Micah warned that God would bring judgment on Judah for disobedience. However, he 
also delivered messages of hope that included the first prophecy about the coming Messiah—that He 
would be born in Bethlehem.  

  
There are two distinct parts of Isaiah’s book. The first half points out Judah’s sin and calls them to 

repentance; the second half points to the coming Messiah and hope for the future.  
  
Nahum pronounced God’s coming judgment on Nineveh and Assyria.  

Hezekiah King of Judah 

2 Kings 18 In the third year of Hoshea son of Elah king of Israel, Hezekiah son of Ahaz king of Judah 
began to reign. 2 He was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem 
twenty-nine years. His mother’s name was Abijah daughter of Zechariah. 3 He did what was right in the 
eyes of the LORD, just as his father David had done. 4 He removed the high places, smashed the sacred 
stones and cut down the Asherah poles. He broke into pieces the bronze snake Moses had made, for up 
to that time the Israelites had been burning incense to it. (It was called Nehushtan.) 

5 Hezekiah trusted in the LORD, the God of Israel. There was no one like him among all the kings of 
Judah, either before him or after him. 6 He held fast to the LORD and did not stop following him; he kept 
the commands the LORD had given Moses. 7 And the LORD was with him; he was successful in whatever 
he undertook. He rebelled against the king of Assyria and did not serve him. 8 From watchtower to 
fortified city, he defeated the Philistines, as far as Gaza and its territory. 

Micah 1 The word of the LORD that came to Micah of Moresheth during the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz and 
Hezekiah, kings of Judah—the vision he saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem. 

2 Hear, you peoples, all of you, 
    listen, earth and all who live in it, 
that the Sovereign LORD may bear witness against you, 
    the Lord from his holy temple. 

Judgment Against Samaria and Jerusalem 



 
 
 
  

3 Look! The LORD is coming from his dwelling place;  
    he comes down and treads on the heights of the earth. 
4 The mountains melt beneath him 
    and the valleys split apart, 
like wax before the fire, 
    like water rushing down a slope. 
5 All this is because of Jacob’s transgression, 
    because of the sins of the people of Israel. 
What is Jacob’s transgression? 
    Is it not Samaria? 
What is Judah’s high place? 
    Is it not Jerusalem? 

7 18 Who is a God like you, 
    who pardons sin and forgives the transgression 
    of the remnant of his inheritance? 
You do not stay angry forever 
    but delight to show mercy. 
19 You will again have compassion on us; 
    you will tread our sins underfoot 
    and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea. 
20 You will be faithful to Jacob, 
    and show love to Abraham, 
as you pledged on oath to our ancestors 
    in days long ago. 

Jerusalem’s Deliverance Foretold 

Isaiah 37 When King Hezekiah heard this, he tore his clothes and put on sackcloth and went into the 
temple of the LORD. 2 He sent Eliakim the palace administrator, Shebna the secretary, and the leading 
priests, all wearing sackcloth, to the prophet Isaiah son of Amoz. 3 They told him, “This is what Hezekiah 
says: This day is a day of distress and rebuke and disgrace, as when children come to the moment of 
birth and there is no strength to deliver them. 4 It may be that the LORD your God will hear the words of 
the field commander, whom his master, the king of Assyria, has sent to ridicule the living God, and that 
he will rebuke him for the words the LORD your God has heard. Therefore pray for the remnant that still 
survives.” 

5 When King Hezekiah’s officials came to Isaiah, 6 Isaiah said to them, “Tell your master, ‘This is what 
the LORD says: Do not be afraid of what you have heard—those words with which the underlings of the 
king of Assyria have blasphemed me. 7 Listen! When he hears a certain report, I will make him want to 
return to his own country, and there I will have him cut down with the sword.’” 



 
  8 When the field commander heard that the king of Assyria had left Lachish, he withdrew and found the 

king fighting against Libnah.  

9 Now Sennacherib received a report that Tirhakah, the king of Cush, was marching out to fight against 
him. When he heard it, he sent messengers to Hezekiah with this word: 10 “Say to Hezekiah king of 
Judah: Do not let the god you depend on deceive you when he says, ‘Jerusalem will not be given into 
the hands of the king of Assyria.’ 11 Surely you have heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all the 
countries, destroying them completely. And will you be delivered? 12 Did the gods of the nations that 
were destroyed by my predecessors deliver them—the gods of Gozan, Harran, Rezeph and the people 
of Eden who were in Tel Assar? 13 Where is the king of Hamath or the king of Arpad? Where are the 
kings of Lair, Sepharvaim, Hena and Ivvah?” 

Hezekiah’s Prayer 

14 Hezekiah received the letter from the messengers and read it. Then he went up to the temple of 
the LORD and spread it out before the LORD. 15 And Hezekiah prayed to the LORD: 16 “LORD Almighty, the 
God of Israel, enthroned between the cherubim, you alone are God over all the kingdoms of the earth. 
You have made heaven and earth. 17 Give ear, LORD, and hear; open your eyes, LORD, and see; listen to all 
the words Sennacherib has sent to ridicule the living God. 

18 “It is true, LORD, that the Assyrian kings have laid waste all these peoples and their lands. 19 They have 
thrown their gods into the fire and destroyed them, for they were not gods but only wood and stone, 
fashioned by human hands. 20 Now, LORD our God, deliver us from his hand, so that all the kingdoms of 
the earth may know that you, LORD, are the only God.” 

Comfort for God’s People 

40 Comfort, comfort my people, 
    says your God. 
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
    and proclaim to her 
that her hard service has been completed, 
    that her sin has been paid for, 
that she has received from the LORD’s hand 
    double for all her sins. 
3 A voice of one calling: 
“In the wilderness prepare 
    the way for the LORD; 
make straight in the desert 
    a highway for our God.  
4 Every valley shall be raised up, 
    every mountain and hill made low; 



 
 
 
  

the rough ground shall become level,  
    the rugged places a plain. 
5 And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, 
    and all people will see it together. 
For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
6 A voice says, “Cry out.” 
    And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
“All people are like grass, 
    and all their faithfulness is like the flowers of the field. 
7 The grass withers and the flowers fall, 
    because the breath of the LORD blows on them. 
    Surely the people are grass. 
8 The grass withers and the flowers fall, 
    but the word of our God endures forever.” 
9 You who bring good news to Zion, 
    go up on a high mountain. 
You who bring good news to Jerusalem,  
    lift up your voice with a shout, 
lift it up, do not be afraid; 
    say to the towns of Judah, 
    “Here is your God!” 
10 See, the Sovereign LORD comes with power, 
    and he rules with a mighty arm. 
See, his reward is with him, 
    and his recompense accompanies him. 
11 He tends his flock like a shepherd: 
    He gathers the lambs in his arms 
and carries them close to his heart; 
    he gently leads those that have young. 
12 Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, 
    or with the breadth of his hand marked off the heavens? 
Who has held the dust of the earth in a basket, 
    or weighed the mountains on the scales 
    and the hills in a balance? 
13 Who can fathom the Spirit of the LORD, 
    or instruct the LORD as his counselor? 
14 Whom did the LORD consult to enlighten him, 
    and who taught him the right way? 
Who was it that taught him knowledge, 
    or showed him the path of understanding? 
15 Surely the nations are like a drop in a bucket; 
    they are regarded as dust on the scales; 



 
      he weighs the islands as though they were fine dust.  

16 Lebanon is not sufficient for altar fires, 
    nor its animals enough for burnt offerings. 
17 Before him all the nations are as nothing; 
    they are regarded by him as worthless 
    and less than nothing. 
18 With whom, then, will you compare God? 
    To what image will you liken him? 
19 As for an idol, a metalworker casts it, 
    and a goldsmith overlays it with gold 
    and fashions silver chains for it. 
20 A person too poor to present such an offering 
    selects wood that will not rot; 
they look for a skilled worker 
    to set up an idol that will not topple. 
21 Do you not know? 
    Have you not heard? 
Has it not been told you from the beginning? 
    Have you not understood since the earth was founded? 
22 He sits enthroned above the circle of the earth, 
    and its people are like grasshoppers. 
He stretches out the heavens like a canopy, 
    and spreads them out like a tent to live in. 
23 He brings princes to naught 
    and reduces the rulers of this world to nothing. 
24 No sooner are they planted, 
    no sooner are they sown, 
    no sooner do they take root in the ground, 
than he blows on them and they wither, 
    and a whirlwind sweeps them away like chaff. 
25 “To whom will you compare me? 
    Or who is my equal?” says the Holy One. 
26 Lift up your eyes and look to the heavens: 
    Who created all these? 
He who brings out the starry host one by one 
    and calls forth each of them by name. 
Because of his great power and mighty strength, 
    not one of them is missing. 
27 Why do you complain, Jacob? 
    Why do you say, Israel, 
“My way is hidden from the LORD; 
    my cause is disregarded by my God”? 



 
 
 
  

28 Do you not know?  
    Have you not heard? 
The LORD is the everlasting God, 
    the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
He will not grow tired or weary, 
    and his understanding no one can fathom. 
29 He gives strength to the weary 
    and increases the power of the weak. 
30 Even youths grow tired and weary, 
    and young men stumble and fall; 
31 but those who hope in the LORD 
    will renew their strength. 
They will soar on wings like eagles; 
    they will run and not grow weary, 
    they will walk and not be faint. 
 

Nahum 1 A prophecy concerning Nineveh. The book of the vision of Nahum the Elkoshite. 

The LORD’s Anger Against Nineveh 
2 The LORD is a jealous and avenging God; 
    the LORD takes vengeance and is filled with wrath. 
The LORD takes vengeance on his foes 
    and vents his wrath against his enemies. 
3 The LORD is slow to anger but great in power; 
    the LORD will not leave the guilty unpunished. 
His way is in the whirlwind and the storm, 
    and clouds are the dust of his feet. 
4 He rebukes the sea and dries it up; 
    he makes all the rivers run dry. 
Bashan and Carmel wither 
    and the blossoms of Lebanon fade. 
5 The mountains quake before him 
    and the hills melt away. 
The earth trembles at his presence, 
    the world and all who live in it. 
6 Who can withstand his indignation? 
    Who can endure his fierce anger? 
His wrath is poured out like fire; 
    the rocks are shattered before him. 



 
  7 The LORD is good,  

    a refuge in times of trouble. 
He cares for those who trust in him, 
8     but with an overwhelming flood 
he will make an end of Nineveh; 
    he will pursue his foes into the realm of darkness. 
9 Whatever they plot against the LORD 
    he will bring to an end; 
    trouble will not come a second time. 
10 They will be entangled among thorns 
    and drunk from their wine; 
    they will be consumed like dry stubble.  
11 From you, Nineveh, has one come forth 
    who plots evil against the LORD 
    and devises wicked plans. 
12 This is what the LORD says: 

“Although they have allies and are numerous, 
    they will be destroyed and pass away. 
Although I have afflicted you, Judah, 
    I will afflict you no more. 
13 Now I will break their yoke from your neck 
    and tear your shackles away.” 
14 The LORD has given a command concerning you, Nineveh: 
    “You will have no descendants to bear your name. 
I will destroy the images and idols 
    that are in the temple of your gods. 
I will prepare your grave, 
    for you are vile.” 
15 Look, there on the mountains, 
    the feet of one who brings good news, 
    who proclaims peace! 
Celebrate your festivals, Judah, 
    and fulfill your vows. 
No more will the wicked invade you; 
    they will be completely destroyed.  
 

Reflect on what you read: 
 
• What did God reveal to you? 
• What are you going to do about it? 
 


