
 
  Thursday, December 2 

 
READING: Proverbs 3, Proverbs 22, Ecclesiastes 3:1-15, Ecclesiastes 7:1-14, Song of Solomon 2:8-13  

  
Solomon was a prolific thinker and writer. Proverbs reflected wisdom for daily living. Song of 

Solomon (also called Song of Songs) was written early in his life to celebrate marriage. Ecclesiastes was 
written near the end of his life when he had wandered from God. It’s important to remember that 
context and perspective when reading this book because it chronicles Solomon’s attempt to find 
meaning in life apart from God.  

If you read a Proverb a day, you can complete the entire book in one month.  
  
After Solomon’s death, his son Rehoboam came to the throne. Solomon’s former aide Jeroboam 

launched a rebellion and the kingdom divided into two.  

Wisdom Bestows Well-Being 

Proverbs 3 My son, do not forget my teaching, 
    but keep my commands in your heart, 
2 for they will prolong your life many years 
    and bring you peace and prosperity. 
3 Let love and faithfulness never leave you; 
    bind them around your neck, 
    write them on the tablet of your heart. 
4 Then you will win favor and a good name 
    in the sight of God and man. 
5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart 
    and lean not on your own understanding; 
6 in all your ways submit to him, 
    and he will make your paths straight.  
7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; 
    fear the LORD and shun evil. 
8 This will bring health to your body 
    and nourishment to your bones. 
9 Honor the LORD with your wealth, 
    with the firstfruits of all your crops; 
10 then your barns will be filled to overflowing, 
    and your vats will brim over with new wine. 
11 My son, do not despise the LORD’s discipline, 
    and do not resent his rebuke, 
12 because the LORD disciplines those he loves, 
    as a father the son he delights in.  



 
 
 
  

13 Blessed are those who find wisdom, 
    those who gain understanding, 
14 for she is more profitable than silver 
    and yields better returns than gold. 
15 She is more precious than rubies; 
    nothing you desire can compare with her. 
16 Long life is in her right hand; 
    in her left hand are riches and honor. 
17 Her ways are pleasant ways, 
    and all her paths are peace. 
18 She is a tree of life to those who take hold of her; 
    those who hold her fast will be blessed. 
19 By wisdom the LORD laid the earth’s foundations, 
    by understanding he set the heavens in place; 
20 by his knowledge the watery depths were divided, 
    and the clouds let drop the dew. 
21 My son, do not let wisdom and understanding out of your sight, 
    preserve sound judgment and discretion; 
22 they will be life for you, 
    an ornament to grace your neck. 
23 Then you will go on your way in safety, 
    and your foot will not stumble. 
24 When you lie down, you will not be afraid; 
    when you lie down, your sleep will be sweet. 
25 Have no fear of sudden disaster 
    or of the ruin that overtakes the wicked, 
26 for the LORD will be at your side 
    and will keep your foot from being snared. 
27 Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, 
    when it is in your power to act. 
28 Do not say to your neighbor, 
    “Come back tomorrow and I’ll give it to you”— 
    when you already have it with you. 
29 Do not plot harm against your neighbor, 
    who lives trustfully near you. 
30 Do not accuse anyone for no reason— 
    when they have done you no harm. 
31 Do not envy the violent 
    or choose any of their ways. 
32 For the LORD detests the perverse 
    but takes the upright into his confidence. 
33 The LORD’s curse is on the house of the wicked, 



 
      but he blesses the home of the righteous.  

34 He mocks proud mockers 
    but shows favor to the humble and oppressed. 
35 The wise inherit honor, 
    but fools get only shame. 
 
22 A good name is more desirable than great riches; 
    to be esteemed is better than silver or gold. 
2 Rich and poor have this in common: 
    The LORD is the Maker of them all. 
3 The prudent see danger and take refuge, 
    but the simple keep going and pay the penalty. 
4 Humility is the fear of the LORD; 
    its wages are riches and honor and life. 
5 In the paths of the wicked are snares and pitfalls, 
    but those who would preserve their life stay far from them. 
6 Start children off on the way they should go, 
    and even when they are old they will not turn from it. 
7 The rich rule over the poor, 
    and the borrower is slave to the lender. 
8 Whoever sows injustice reaps calamity, 
    and the rod they wield in fury will be broken. 
9 The generous will themselves be blessed, 
    for they share their food with the poor. 
10 Drive out the mocker, and out goes strife; 
    quarrels and insults are ended. 
11 One who loves a pure heart and who speaks with grace 
    will have the king for a friend. 
12 The eyes of the LORD keep watch over knowledge, 
    but he frustrates the words of the unfaithful. 
13 The sluggard says, “There’s a lion outside! 
    I’ll be killed in the public square!” 
14 The mouth of an adulterous woman is a deep pit; 
    a man who is under the LORD’s wrath falls into it. 
15 Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, 
    but the rod of discipline will drive it far away. 
16 One who oppresses the poor to increase his wealth 
    and one who gives gifts to the rich—both come to poverty. 

Thirty Sayings of the Wise 



 
 
 
  

Saying 1 

17 Pay attention and turn your ear to the sayings of the wise; 
    apply your heart to what I teach, 
18 for it is pleasing when you keep them in your heart 
    and have all of them ready on your lips. 
19 So that your trust may be in the LORD, 
    I teach you today, even you. 
20 Have I not written thirty sayings for you, 
    sayings of counsel and knowledge, 
21 teaching you to be honest and to speak the truth, 
    so that you bring back truthful reports 
    to those you serve? 

Saying 2 
22 Do not exploit the poor because they are poor 
    and do not crush the needy in court, 
23 for the LORD will take up their case 
    and will exact life for life. 

Saying 3 

24 Do not make friends with a hot-tempered person, 
    do not associate with one easily angered, 
25 or you may learn their ways 
    and get yourself ensnared. 

Saying 4 

26 Do not be one who shakes hands in pledge 
    or puts up security for debts; 
27 if you lack the means to pay, 
    your very bed will be snatched from under you. 

Saying 5 

28 Do not move an ancient boundary stone 
    set up by your ancestors. 



 
  

Saying 6 

29 Do you see someone skilled in their work? 
    They will serve before kings; 
    they will not serve before officials of low rank. 
 

A Time for Everything 

Ecclesiastes 3 There is a time for everything, 
    and a season for every activity under the heavens: 
2     a time to be born and a time to die, 
    a time to plant and a time to uproot, 
3     a time to kill and a time to heal, 
    a time to tear down and a time to build, 
4     a time to weep and a time to laugh, 
    a time to mourn and a time to dance, 
5     a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, 
    a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing, 
6     a time to search and a time to give up, 
    a time to keep and a time to throw away, 
7     a time to tear and a time to mend, 
    a time to be silent and a time to speak, 
8     a time to love and a time to hate, 
    a time for war and a time for peace. 
9 What do workers gain from their toil? 10 I have seen the burden God has laid on the human race. 11 He 
has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the human heart; yet no one can 
fathom what God has done from beginning to end. 12 I know that there is nothing better for people than 
to be happy and to do good while they live. 13 That each of them may eat and drink, and find 
satisfaction in all their toil—this is the gift of God. 14 I know that everything God does will endure forever; 
nothing can be added to it and nothing taken from it. God does it so that people will fear him. 

15 Whatever is has already been, 
    and what will be has been before; 
    and God will call the past to account.  

Wisdom 

7 A good name is better than fine perfume, 
    and the day of death better than the day of birth. 
2 It is better to go to a house of mourning 
    than to go to a house of feasting, 
for death is the destiny of everyone; 



 
 
 
  

    the living should take this to heart.  
3 Frustration is better than laughter, 
    because a sad face is good for the heart. 
4 The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning, 
    but the heart of fools is in the house of pleasure. 
5 It is better to heed the rebuke of a wise person 
    than to listen to the song of fools. 
6 Like the crackling of thorns under the pot, 
    so is the laughter of fools. 
    This too is meaningless. 
7 Extortion turns a wise person into a fool, 
    and a bribe corrupts the heart. 
8 The end of a matter is better than its beginning, 
    and patience is better than pride. 
9 Do not be quickly provoked in your spirit, 
    for anger resides in the lap of fools. 
10 Do not say, “Why were the old days better than these?” 
    For it is not wise to ask such questions. 
11 Wisdom, like an inheritance, is a good thing 
    and benefits those who see the sun. 
12 Wisdom is a shelter 
    as money is a shelter, 
but the advantage of knowledge is this: 
    Wisdom preserves those who have it. 
13 Consider what God has done: 

Who can straighten 
    what he has made crooked? 
14 When times are good, be happy; 
    but when times are bad, consider this: 
God has made the one 
    as well as the other. 
Therefore, no one can discover 
    anything about their future. 
 
Song of Solomon 2 8 Listen! My beloved! 
    Look! Here he comes, 
leaping across the mountains, 
    bounding over the hills. 
9 My beloved is like a gazelle or a young stag. 
    Look! There he stands behind our wall, 
gazing through the windows, 



 
      peering through the lattice. 

10 My beloved spoke and said to me, 
    “Arise, my darling, 
    my beautiful one, come with me. 
11 See! The winter is past; 
    the rains are over and gone. 
12 Flowers appear on the earth; 
    the season of singing has come, 
the cooing of doves 
    is heard in our land. 
13 The fig tree forms its early fruit; 
    the blossoming vines spread their fragrance. 
Arise, come, my darling; 
    my beautiful one, come with me.” 
 

Reflect on what you read: 
 
• What did God reveal to you? 
• What are you going to do about it? 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 


