
 
  Monday, December 20 

 
READING: 2 Kings 22, Zephaniah 3:14-20, Habakkuk 1:2-4, Habakkuk 3:17-19, Jeremiah 1:4-19, 

Jeremiah 13:15-17  
  
King Josiah’s discovery of the book of Law brought revival to Judah, but it was too little, too late. 

During the reign of Josiah, God gave warnings of coming judgment but pointed to a promise of a future 
for the people of God. Zephaniah reminded the people that God was mighty to save while Habakkuk 
reminded the people to have faith: knowing God can deliver them, believing God will deliver them, but 
worshiping Him even when He seems far away.  

  
Judah had been saved from the Assyrians, but the Babylonians presented a new threat, and the 

prophet Jeremiah encouraged the people to willingly submit to their imminent captors. It was a 
message he gave in obedience to God’s direction, but one that was very unpopular with the people and 
painted him as a traitor in their eyes.  

  
During the time of the Babylonian conquest, Jeremiah was writing warnings to the people still in 

Judah while Ezekiel was writing warnings to the people who were already living in captivity in Babylon.  
  
Here is the timeline of the Babylonian invasion of Judah and the exile of its people:  
  
605 BC - First invasion. Daniel was among those taken captive and deported to Babylon.  
598 BC - Second invasion. Ezekiel was among those taken captive and deported to Babylon.  
586 BC - Third invasion. Jerusalem fell, the Temple was destroyed, and more people were deported 

and exiled across the Babylonian Empire.  

The Book of the Law Found 

2 Kings 22 Josiah was eight years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem thirty-one 
years. His mother’s name was Jedidah daughter of Adaiah; she was from Bozkath. 2 He did what was 
right in the eyes of the LORD and followed completely the ways of his father David, not turning aside to 
the right or to the left. 

3 In the eighteenth year of his reign, King Josiah sent the secretary, Shaphan son of Azaliah, the son of 
Meshullam, to the temple of the LORD. He said: 4 “Go up to Hilkiah the high priest and have him get ready 
the money that has been brought into the temple of the LORD, which the doorkeepers have 
collected from the people. 5 Have them entrust it to the men appointed to supervise the work on the 
temple. And have these men pay the workers who repair the temple of the LORD— 6 the carpenters, the 
builders and the masons. Also have them purchase timber and dressed stone to repair the temple. 7 But 
they need not account for the money entrusted to them, because they are honest in their dealings.” 



 
 
 
  

8 Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the secretary, “I have found the Book of the Law in the temple 
of the LORD.” He gave it to Shaphan, who read it. 9 Then Shaphan the secretary went to the king and 
reported to him: “Your officials have paid out the money that was in the temple of the LORD and have 
entrusted it to the workers and supervisors at the temple.” 10 Then Shaphan the secretary informed the 
king, “Hilkiah the priest has given me a book.” And Shaphan read from it in the presence of the king. 

11 When the king heard the words of the Book of the Law, he tore his robes. 12 He gave these orders to 
Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam son of Shaphan, Akbor son of Micaiah, Shaphan the secretary and Asaiah the 
king’s attendant: 13 “Go and inquire of the LORD for me and for the people and for all Judah about what is 
written in this book that has been found. Great is the LORD’s anger that burns against us because those 
who have gone before us have not obeyed the words of this book; they have not acted in accordance 
with all that is written there concerning us.” 

14 Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam, Akbor, Shaphan and Asaiah went to speak to the prophet Huldah, who was 
the wife of Shallum son of Tikvah, the son of Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe. She lived in Jerusalem, in 
the New Quarter. 

15 She said to them, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: Tell the man who sent you to 
me, 16 ‘This is what the LORD says: I am going to bring disaster on this place and its people, according to 
everything written in the book the king of Judah has read. 17 Because they have forsaken me and burned 
incense to other gods and aroused my anger by all the idols their hands have made, my anger will burn 
against this place and will not be quenched.’ 18 Tell the king of Judah, who sent you to inquire of 
the LORD, ‘This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says concerning the words you heard: 19 Because your 
heart was responsive and you humbled yourself before the LORD when you heard what I have spoken 
against this place and its people—that they would become a curse and be laid waste—and because you 
tore your robes and wept in my presence, I also have heard you, declares the LORD. 20 Therefore I will 
gather you to your ancestors, and you will be buried in peace. Your eyes will not see all the disaster I 
am going to bring on this place.’” 

So they took her answer back to the king. 

Zephaniah 3 14 Sing, Daughter Zion; 
    shout aloud, Israel! 
Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, 
    Daughter Jerusalem! 
15 The LORD has taken away your punishment, 
    he has turned back your enemy. 
The LORD, the King of Israel, is with you; 
    never again will you fear any harm. 
16 On that day 
    they will say to Jerusalem, 
“Do not fear, Zion; 



 
      do not let your hands hang limp.  

17 The LORD your God is with you, 
    the Mighty Warrior who saves. 
He will take great delight in you; 
    in his love he will no longer rebuke you, 
    but will rejoice over you with singing.” 
18 “I will remove from you 
    all who mourn over the loss of your appointed festivals, 
    which is a burden and reproach for you. 
19 At that time I will deal 
    with all who oppressed you. 
I will rescue the lame; 
    I will gather the exiles. 
I will give them praise and honor 
    in every land where they have suffered shame. 
20 At that time I will gather you; 
    at that time I will bring you home. 
I will give you honor and praise 
    among all the peoples of the earth 
when I restore your fortunes 
    before your very eyes,” 
says the LORD. 

Habakkuk’s Complaint 

Habakkuk 1 2 How long, LORD, must I call for help, 
    but you do not listen? 
Or cry out to you, “Violence!” 
    but you do not save? 
3 Why do you make me look at injustice? 
    Why do you tolerate wrongdoing? 
Destruction and violence are before me; 
    there is strife, and conflict abounds. 
4 Therefore the law is paralyzed, 
    and justice never prevails. 
The wicked hem in the righteous, 
    so that justice is perverted. 
 
3 17 Though the fig tree does not bud 
    and there are no grapes on the vines, 
though the olive crop fails 
    and the fields produce no food, 



 
 
 
  

though there are no sheep in the pen  
    and no cattle in the stalls, 
18 yet I will rejoice in the LORD, 
    I will be joyful in God my Savior. 
19 The Sovereign LORD is my strength; 
    he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, 
    he enables me to tread on the heights. 
For the director of music. On my stringed instruments. 

The Call of Jeremiah 

Jeremiah 1 4 The word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 
    before you were born I set you apart; 
    I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” 
6 “Alas, Sovereign LORD,” I said, “I do not know how to speak; I am too young.” 

7 But the LORD said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am too young.’ You must go to everyone I send you to and say 
whatever I command you. 8 Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you,” declares 
the LORD. 

9 Then the LORD reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to me, “I have put my words in 
your mouth. 10 See, today I appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy 
and overthrow, to build and to plant.” 

11 The word of the LORD came to me: “What do you see, Jeremiah?” 

“I see the branch of an almond tree,” I replied. 

12 The LORD said to me, “You have seen correctly, for I am watching to see that my word is fulfilled.” 

13 The word of the LORD came to me again: “What do you see?” 

“I see a pot that is boiling,” I answered. “It is tilting toward us from the north.” 

14 The LORD said to me, “From the north disaster will be poured out on all who live in the land. 15 I am 
about to summon all the peoples of the northern kingdoms,” declares the LORD. 

“Their kings will come and set up their thrones 
    in the entrance of the gates of Jerusalem; 
they will come against all her surrounding walls 



 
      and against all the towns of Judah.  

16 I will pronounce my judgments on my people 
    because of their wickedness in forsaking me, 
in burning incense to other gods 
    and in worshiping what their hands have made. 
17 “Get yourself ready! Stand up and say to them whatever I command you. Do not be terrified by them, 
or I will terrify you before them. 18 Today I have made you a fortified city, an iron pillar and a bronze wall 
to stand against the whole land—against the kings of Judah, its officials, its priests and the people of the 
land. 19 They will fight against you but will not overcome you, for I am with you and will rescue you,” 
declares the LORD. 

Threat of Captivity 

13 15 Hear and pay attention, 
    do not be arrogant, 
    for the LORD has spoken. 
16 Give glory to the LORD your God 
    before he brings the darkness, 
before your feet stumble 
    on the darkening hills. 
You hope for light, 
    but he will turn it to utter darkness 
    and change it to deep gloom. 
17 If you do not listen, 
    I will weep in secret 
    because of your pride; 
my eyes will weep bitterly, 
    overflowing with tears, 
    because the LORD’s flock will be taken captive. 
 

Reflect on what you read: 
 
• What did God reveal to you? 
• What are you going to do about it? 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 


