
 
  Thursday, December 23 

 
READING: Lamentations 3:22-33, Ezekiel 36:22-38, Ezekiel 47:1-12, 2 Chronicles 36:15-21  
  
Lamentations was Jeremiah’s song of lament over the fall of Jerusalem. Meanwhile, Ezekiel wrote to 

people who were already living in exile to point them to the day when God’s people would return to 
their land and God’s presence would return to the Temple.  

  
God allowed the exile to turn the hearts of His people back toward Him.  

 
Lamentations 3 22 Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, 
    for his compassions never fail. 
23 They are new every morning; 
    great is your faithfulness. 
24 I say to myself, “The LORD is my portion; 
    therefore I will wait for him.” 
25 The LORD is good to those whose hope is in him, 
    to the one who seeks him; 
26 it is good to wait quietly 
    for the salvation of the LORD. 
27 It is good for a man to bear the yoke 
    while he is young. 
28 Let him sit alone in silence, 
    for the LORD has laid it on him. 
29 Let him bury his face in the dust— 
    there may yet be hope. 
30 Let him offer his cheek to one who would strike him, 
    and let him be filled with disgrace. 
31 For no one is cast off 
    by the Lord forever. 
32 Though he brings grief, he will show compassion, 
    so great is his unfailing love. 
33 For he does not willingly bring affliction 
    or grief to anyone. 

Ezekiel 36 22 “Therefore say to the Israelites, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: It is not for your sake, 
people of Israel, that I am going to do these things, but for the sake of my holy name, which you have 
profaned among the nations where you have gone. 23 I will show the holiness of my great name, which 
has been profaned among the nations, the name you have profaned among them. Then the nations will 
know that I am the LORD, declares the Sovereign LORD, when I am proved holy through you before their 
eyes. 



 
 
 
  

24 “‘For I will take you out of the nations; I will gather you from all the countries and bring you back into 
your own land. 25 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your 
impurities and from all your idols. 26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove 
from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit in you and move 
you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws. 28 Then you will live in the land I gave your 
ancestors; you will be my people, and I will be your God. 29 I will save you from all your uncleanness. I 
will call for the grain and make it plentiful and will not bring famine upon you. 30 I will increase the fruit of 
the trees and the crops of the field, so that you will no longer suffer disgrace among the nations 
because of famine. 31 Then you will remember your evil ways and wicked deeds, and you will loathe 
yourselves for your sins and detestable practices. 32 I want you to know that I am not doing this for your 
sake, declares the Sovereign LORD. Be ashamed and disgraced for your conduct, people of Israel! 

33 “‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: On the day I cleanse you from all your sins, I will resettle your 
towns, and the ruins will be rebuilt. 34 The desolate land will be cultivated instead of lying desolate in the 
sight of all who pass through it. 35 They will say, “This land that was laid waste has become like the 
garden of Eden; the cities that were lying in ruins, desolate and destroyed, are now fortified and 
inhabited.” 36 Then the nations around you that remain will know that I the LORD have rebuilt what was 
destroyed and have replanted what was desolate. I the LORD have spoken, and I will do it.’ 

37 “This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Once again I will yield to Israel’s plea and do this for them: I will 
make their people as numerous as sheep, 38 as numerous as the flocks for offerings at Jerusalem during 
her appointed festivals. So will the ruined cities be filled with flocks of people. Then they will know that I 
am the LORD.” 

The River From the Temple 

47 The man brought me back to the entrance to the temple, and I saw water coming out from under the 
threshold of the temple toward the east (for the temple faced east). The water was coming down from 
under the south side of the temple, south of the altar. 2 He then brought me out through the north 
gate and led me around the outside to the outer gate facing east, and the water was trickling from the 
south side. 

3 As the man went eastward with a measuring line in his hand, he measured off a thousand cubits and 
then led me through water that was ankle-deep. 4 He measured off another thousand cubits and led me 
through water that was knee-deep. He measured off another thousand and led me through water that 
was up to the waist. 5 He measured off another thousand, but now it was a river that I could not cross, 
because the water had risen and was deep enough to swim in—a river that no one could cross. 6 He 
asked me, “Son of man, do you see this?” 

Then he led me back to the bank of the river. 7 When I arrived there, I saw a great number of trees on 
each side of the river. 8 He said to me, “This water flows toward the eastern region and goes down into 
the Arabah, where it enters the Dead Sea. When it empties into the sea, the salty water there becomes 



 
  fresh. 9 Swarms of living creatures will live wherever the river flows. There will be large numbers of fish, 

because this water flows there and makes the salt water fresh; so where the river flows everything will 
live. 10 Fishermen will stand along the shore; from En Gedi to En Eglaim there will be places for 
spreading nets. The fish will be of many kinds—like the fish of the Mediterranean Sea. 11 But the swamps 
and marshes will not become fresh; they will be left for salt. 12 Fruit trees of all kinds will grow on both 
banks of the river. Their leaves will not wither, nor will their fruit fail. Every month they will bear fruit, 
because the water from the sanctuary flows to them. Their fruit will serve for food and their leaves for 
healing.” 

The Fall of Jerusalem 

2 Chronicles 36 15 The LORD, the God of their ancestors, sent word to them through his 
messengers again and again, because he had pity on his people and on his dwelling place. 16 But they 
mocked God’s messengers, despised his words and scoffed at his prophets until the wrath of 
the LORD was aroused against his people and there was no remedy. 17 He brought up against them the 
king of the Babylonians, who killed their young men with the sword in the sanctuary, and did not spare 
young men or young women, the elderly or the infirm. God gave them all into the hands of 
Nebuchadnezzar. 18 He carried to Babylon all the articles from the temple of God, both large and small, 
and the treasures of the LORD’s temple and the treasures of the king and his officials. 19 They set fire to 
God’s temple and broke down the wall of Jerusalem; they burned all the palaces and 
destroyed everything of value there. 

20 He carried into exile to Babylon the remnant, who escaped from the sword, and they became 
servants to him and his successors until the kingdom of Persia came to power. 21 The land enjoyed its 
sabbath rests; all the time of its desolation it rested, until the seventy years were completed in 
fulfillment of the word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah. 

 

Reflect on what you read: 
 
• What did God reveal to you? 
• What are you going to do about it? 
 
 


