
 
  Thursday, March 24 

 
READING: Ephesians 2:1-10, Philippians 2:1-11, Colossians 1:15-23, Philemon  
  
While Paul was in prison, he wrote letters to churches he had relationships with. He encouraged the 

church at Ephesus to root their identity in Christ in order to fulfill the purposes God had ordained for 
him. Philippians represents one of the most joyful books in the New Testament, and he encourages the 
church at Philippi to have hope even in the midst of trials. To the Colossians, Paul focused on Jesus’ 
unique display of humanity and deity.  

  
He also wrote a letter to a church member in Colossae called Philemon. At some point, Philemon’s 

slave, Onesimus, had joined Paul’s missionary team. Now, Paul was sending Onesimus back to his 
master, but encouraging Philemon to receive him back as a brother and not a slave. While Paul never 
directly challenges the notion of slavery in the New Testament world, his opinion is revealed in the 
letter to Philemon. 
 

Made Alive in Christ 

Ephesians 2 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live when 
you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at 
work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings 
of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of 
wrath. 4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even 
when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And God raised us up with 
Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages 
he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For 
it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of 
God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to 
do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

Imitating Christ’s Humility 

Philippians 2 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort 
from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy 
complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing 
out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to 
your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others. 

5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 



 
 
 
  

6 Who, being in very nature God, 
    did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 
7 rather, he made himself nothing 
    by taking the very nature of a servant, 
    being made in human likeness. 
8 And being found in appearance as a man, 
    he humbled himself 
    by becoming obedient to death— 
        even death on a cross! 
9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 
    and gave him the name that is above every name, 
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
    to the glory of God the Father. 

The Supremacy of the Son of God 

Colossians 1 15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For in him all 
things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or 
rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He is before all things, and 
in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the 
firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 19 For God was 
pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 

21 Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil 
behavior. 22 But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy 
in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation— 23 if you continue in your faith, established and 
firm, and do not move from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that 
has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant. 

Philemon 1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 

To Philemon our dear friend and fellow worker— 2 also to Apphia our sister and Archippus our fellow 
soldier—and to the church that meets in your home: 

3 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Thanksgiving and Prayer 



 
  4 I always thank my God as I remember you in my prayers, 5 because I hear about your love for all his 

holy people and your faith in the Lord Jesus. 6 I pray that your partnership with us in the faith may be 
effective in deepening your understanding of every good thing we share for the sake of Christ. 7 Your 
love has given me great joy and encouragement, because you, brother, have refreshed the hearts of 
the Lord’s people. 

Paul’s Plea for Onesimus 

8 Therefore, although in Christ I could be bold and order you to do what you ought to do, 9 yet I prefer to 
appeal to you on the basis of love. It is as none other than Paul—an old man and now also a prisoner of 
Christ Jesus— 10 that I appeal to you for my son Onesimus, who became my son while I was in 
chains. 11 Formerly he was useless to you, but now he has become useful both to you and to me. 

12 I am sending him—who is my very heart—back to you. 13 I would have liked to keep him with me so 
that he could take your place in helping me while I am in chains for the gospel. 14 But I did not want to do 
anything without your consent, so that any favor you do would not seem forced but would be 
voluntary. 15 Perhaps the reason he was separated from you for a little while was that you might have 
him back forever— 16 no longer as a slave, but better than a slave, as a dear brother. He is very dear to 
me but even dearer to you, both as a fellow man and as a brother in the Lord. 

17 So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18 If he has done you any 
wrong or owes you anything, charge it to me. 19 I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand. I will pay it 
back—not to mention that you owe me your very self. 20 I do wish, brother, that I may have some benefit 
from you in the Lord; refresh my heart in Christ. 21 Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing 
that you will do even more than I ask. 

22 And one thing more: Prepare a guest room for me, because I hope to be restored to you in answer to 
your prayers. 

23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends you greetings. 24 And so do 
Mark, Aristarchus, Demas and Luke, my fellow workers. 

25 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. 

 

Reflect on what you read: 
 
• What did God reveal to you? 
• What are you going to do about it? 
 

 


