
 
  Friday, April 1 

 
READING: 1 Timothy 1:12-17, 1 Timothy 4:12-16, 2 Timothy 3:10-4:8, Titus 2  
  
Paul also wrote personal letters to two young pastors named Timothy and Titus. Timothy was the 

pastor of the church at Ephesus, while Titus served as pastor of the church in Crete. Both leaders were 
met with unique challenges. Paul encouraged them to stand firm in their convictions, gave them 
guidelines for choosing leaders in the church, and encouraged them to develop their gifts and cultivate 
their character. The principles embedded in these letters are helpful for young leaders today.  

The Lord’s Grace to Paul 

1 Timothy 1 12 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me 
trustworthy, appointing me to his service. 13 Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and 
a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief. 14 The grace of our Lord 
was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 

15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners—of whom I am the worst. 16 But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst 
of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his immense patience as an example for those who would 
believe in him and receive eternal life. 17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be 
honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

4 12 Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in 
speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity. 13 Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of 
Scripture, to preaching and to teaching. 14 Do not neglect your gift, which was given you through 
prophecy when the body of elders laid their hands on you. 

15 Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that everyone may see your 
progress. 16 Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will 
save both yourself and your hearers. 

A Final Charge to Timothy 

2 Timothy 3 10 You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, 
love, endurance, 11 persecutions, sufferings—what kinds of things happened to me in 
Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them. 12 In 
fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 13 while evildoers and 
impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 14 But as for you, continue in what 



 
 
 
  

you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned 
it, 15 and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may be 
thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

4 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his 
appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: 2 Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of 
season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction. 3 For the time will 
come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will 
gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will 
turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 5 But you, keep your head in all situations, 
endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry. 

6 For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time for my departure is near. 7 I have 
fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Now there is in store for me the 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not 
only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing. 

Doing Good for the Sake of the Gospel 

Titus 2 You, however, must teach what is appropriate to sound doctrine. 2 Teach the older men to be 
temperate, worthy of respect, self-controlled, and sound in faith, in love and in endurance. 

3 Likewise, teach the older women to be reverent in the way they live, not to be slanderers or addicted 
to much wine, but to teach what is good. 4 Then they can urge the younger women to love their 
husbands and children, 5 to be self-controlled and pure, to be busy at home, to be kind, and to be 
subject to their husbands, so that no one will malign the word of God. 

6 Similarly, encourage the young men to be self-controlled. 7 In everything set them an example by 
doing what is good. In your teaching show integrity, seriousness 8 and soundness of speech that cannot 
be condemned, so that those who oppose you may be ashamed because they have nothing bad to say 
about us. 

9 Teach slaves to be subject to their masters in everything, to try to please them, not to talk back to 
them, 10 and not to steal from them, but to show that they can be fully trusted, so that in every way they 
will make the teaching about God our Savior attractive. 



 
  11 For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. 12 It teaches us to say “No” to 

ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present 
age, 13 while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a 
people that are his very own, eager to do what is good. 

15 These, then, are the things you should teach. Encourage and rebuke with all authority. Do not let 
anyone despise you. 

 

Reflect on what you read: 
 
• What did God reveal to you? 
• What are you going to do about it? 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


