
 
  Monday, April 4 

 
READING: 1 Peter 1:3-21, 2 Peter 1:3-11, 1 John 4, 2 John, 3 John  
  
The disciples Peter and John also wrote letters. Peter sought to encourage his readers to live 

righteously even in the face of opposition, and to hold onto hope for the future. John reminded his 
readers to be obedient to God and devoted to one another. 

Praise to God for a Living Hope 

1 Peter 1 3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us 
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an 
inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 5 who through 
faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the 
last time. 6 In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in 
all kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than 
gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus 
Christ is revealed. 8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him 
now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the 
end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched 
intently and with the greatest care, 11 trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of 
Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of the Messiah and the glories that would 
follow. 12 It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of 
the things that have now been told you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy 
Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to look into these things. 

Be Holy 

13 Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on the grace to be brought to 
you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming. 14 As obedient children, do not conform to the evil 
desires you had when you lived in ignorance. 15 But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all 
you do; 16 for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”  

17 Since you call on a Father who judges each person’s work impartially, live out your time as 
foreigners here in reverent fear. 18 For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or 
gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your 



 
 
 
  

ancestors, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. 20 He was chosen 
before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake. 21 Through him you 
believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in God. 

Confirming One’s Calling and Election 

2 Peter 1 3 His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of 
him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 4 Through these he has given us his very great and 
precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature, having escaped the 
corruption in the world caused by evil desires. 

5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, 
knowledge; 6 and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, 
godliness; 7 and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. 8 For if you possess these 
qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But whoever does not have them is nearsighted and 
blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed from their past sins. 

10 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm your calling and election. For if you 
do these things, you will never stumble, 11 and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal 
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

On Denying the Incarnation 

1 John 4 Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, 
because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 This is how you can recognize the Spirit of 
God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3 but every spirit 
that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have 
heard is coming and even now is already in the world. 

4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater 
than the one who is in the world. 5 They are from the world and therefore speak from the viewpoint of 
the world, and the world listens to them. 6 We are from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but 
whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit 
of falsehood. 

God’s Love and Ours 



 
  7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of 

God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 This is how 
God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through 
him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice 
for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever 
seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. 

13 This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen 
and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 If anyone acknowledges that 
Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and they in God. 16 And so we know and rely on the love God 
has for us. 

God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. 17 This is how love is made 
complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment: In this world we are like 
Jesus. 18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with 
punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love. 

19 We love because he first loved us. 20 Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a 
liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom 
they have not seen. 21 And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their 
brother and sister. 

2 John 1 The elder, 

To the lady chosen by God and to her children, whom I love in the truth—and not I only, but also all who 
know the truth— 2 because of the truth, which lives in us and will be with us forever: 

3 Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the Father’s Son, will be with us in 
truth and love. 

4 It has given me great joy to find some of your children walking in the truth, just as the Father 
commanded us. 5 And now, dear lady, I am not writing you a new command but one we have had from 
the beginning. I ask that we love one another. 6 And this is love: that we walk in obedience to his 
commands. As you have heard from the beginning, his command is that you walk in love. 

7 I say this because many deceivers, who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh, have 
gone out into the world. Any such person is the deceiver and the antichrist. 8 Watch out that you do not 
lose what we have worked for, but that you may be rewarded fully. 9 Anyone who runs ahead and does 
not continue in the teaching of Christ does not have God; whoever continues in the teaching has both 



 
 
 
  

the Father and the Son. 10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not take them 
into your house or welcome them. 11 Anyone who welcomes them shares in their wicked work. 

12 I have much to write to you, but I do not want to use paper and ink. Instead, I hope to visit you and talk 
with you face to face, so that our joy may be complete. 

13 The children of your sister, who is chosen by God, send their greetings. 

3 John 1 The elder, 

To my dear friend Gaius, whom I love in the truth. 

2 Dear friend, I pray that you may enjoy good health and that all may go well with you, even as your soul 
is getting along well. 3 It gave me great joy when some believers came and testified about your 
faithfulness to the truth, telling how you continue to walk in it. 4 I have no greater joy than to hear that 
my children are walking in the truth. 

5 Dear friend, you are faithful in what you are doing for the brothers and sisters, even though they are 
strangers to you. 6 They have told the church about your love. Please send them on their way in a 
manner that honors God. 7 It was for the sake of the Name that they went out, receiving no help from the 
pagans. 8 We ought therefore to show hospitality to such people so that we may work together for the 
truth. 

9 I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves to be first, will not welcome us. 10 So when I come, I 
will call attention to what he is doing, spreading malicious nonsense about us. Not satisfied with that, he 
even refuses to welcome other believers. He also stops those who want to do so and puts them out of 
the church. 

11 Dear friend, do not imitate what is evil but what is good. Anyone who does what is good is from 
God. Anyone who does what is evil has not seen God. 12 Demetrius is well spoken of by everyone—and 
even by the truth itself. We also speak well of him, and you know that our testimony is true. 

13 I have much to write you, but I do not want to do so with pen and ink. 14 I hope to see you soon, and we 
will talk face to face. 

Peace to you. The friends here send their greetings. Greet the friends there by name. 

 

Reflect on what you read: 
 
• What did God reveal to you? 
• What are you going to do about it? 


