
 
  Thursday, April 7 

 
READING: Hebrews 10:1-8, Hebrews 11:1-12:3, James 1, James 2:14-26, James 4:7-10, James 5:13-

18, Jude 1:24-25  
  
It is unclear who wrote the letter to the Hebrews, but it is obviously someone who understood 

Jewish Levitical law. It is an interesting parallel to the book of Leviticus because it declares that Jesus is 
the ultimate sacrifice, the most perfect High Priest, and the final and eternal Day of Atonement.  

  
Jesus’ brothers, James and Jude, also wrote letters. James was the leader of the church in 

Jerusalem and his book focused on Christian living. Jude encouraged the followers of Jesus to stand 
strong in their faith even in the midst of persecution.  

Christ’s Sacrifice Once for All 

Hebrews 10 The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming—not the realities 
themselves. For this reason it can never, by the same sacrifices repeated endlessly year after year, 
make perfect those who draw near to worship. 2 Otherwise, would they not have stopped being offered? 
For the worshipers would have been cleansed once for all, and would no longer have felt guilty for their 
sins. 3 But those sacrifices are an annual reminder of sins. 4 It is impossible for the blood of bulls and 
goats to take away sins. 

5 Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: 

“Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, 
    but a body you prepared for me; 
6 with burnt offerings and sin offerings 
    you were not pleased. 
7 Then I said, ‘Here I am—it is written about me in the scroll— 
    I have come to do your will, my God.’”  
8 First he said, “Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not desire, nor were you 
pleased with them”—though they were offered in accordance with the law. 

Faith in Action 

11 Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. 2 This is what 
the ancients were commended for. 

3 By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is seen was not 
made out of what was visible. 



 
 
 
  

4 By faith Abel brought God a better offering than Cain did. By faith he was commended as righteous, 
when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith Abel still speaks, even though he is dead. 

5 By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death: “He could not be found, 
because God had taken him away.” For before he was taken, he was commended as one who pleased 
God. 6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe 
that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. 

7 By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family. By his 
faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that is in keeping with faith. 

8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and 
went, even though he did not know where he was going. 9 By faith he made his home in the promised 
land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with 
him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and 
builder is God. 11 And by faith even Sarah, who was past childbearing age, was enabled to bear 
children because she considered him faithful who had made the promise. 12 And so from this one man, 
and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the 
sand on the seashore. 

13 All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things 
promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance, admitting that they were 
foreigners and strangers on earth. 14 People who say such things show that they are looking for a 
country of their own. 15 If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have had 
opportunity to return. 16 Instead, they were longing for a better country—a heavenly one. Therefore God 
is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them. 

17 By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had embraced the 
promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, 18 even though God had said to him, “It is through 
Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” 19 Abraham reasoned that God could even raise the 
dead, and so in a manner of speaking he did receive Isaac back from death. 

20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in regard to their future. 

21 By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of Joseph’s sons, and worshiped as he leaned on the 
top of his staff. 

22 By faith Joseph, when his end was near, spoke about the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt and gave 
instructions concerning the burial of his bones. 

23 By faith Moses’ parents hid him for three months after he was born, because they saw he was no 
ordinary child, and they were not afraid of the king’s edict. 



 
  24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. 25 He  

chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of 
sin. 26 He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt, 
because he was looking ahead to his reward. 27 By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king’s anger; he 
persevered because he saw him who is invisible. 28 By faith he kept the Passover and the application of 
blood, so that the destroyer of the firstborn would not touch the firstborn of Israel. 

29 By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as on dry land; but when the Egyptians tried to do so, 
they were drowned. 

30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell, after the army had marched around them for seven days. 

31 By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed the spies, was not killed with those who were 
disobedient.  

32 And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson and 
Jephthah, about David and Samuel and the prophets, 33 who through faith conquered 
kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of 
lions, 34 quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the sword; whose weakness was 
turned to strength; and who became powerful in battle and routed foreign armies. 35 Women received 
back their dead, raised to life again. There were others who were tortured, refusing to be released so 
that they might gain an even better resurrection. 36 Some faced jeers and flogging, and even chains and 
imprisonment. 37 They were put to death by stoning; they were sawed in two; they were killed by the 
sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated— 38 the 
world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, living in caves and in holes in 
the ground. 

39 These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been 
promised, 40 since God had planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be 
made perfect. 

12 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything 
that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out 
for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he 
endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider 
him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 

James 1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

To the twelve tribes scattered among the nations: 

Greetings. 



 
 
 
  

Trials and Temptations  

2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3 because you 
know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you 
may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask 
God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you. 6 But when you ask, 
you must believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and 
tossed by the wind. 7 That person should not expect to receive anything from the Lord. 8 Such a person 
is double-minded and unstable in all they do. 

9 Believers in humble circumstances ought to take pride in their high position. 10 But the rich should take 
pride in their humiliation—since they will pass away like a wild flower. 11 For the sun rises with scorching 
heat and withers the plant; its blossom falls and its beauty is destroyed. In the same way, the rich will 
fade away even while they go about their business. 

12 Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will receive 
the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him. 

13 When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor 
does he tempt anyone; 14 but each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their own evil 
desire and enticed. 15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, 
gives birth to death. 

16 Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers and sisters. 17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming 
down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. 18 He chose to 
give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created. 

Listening and Doing 

19 My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and 
slow to become angry, 20 because human anger does not produce the righteousness that God 
desires. 21 Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the 
word planted in you, which can save you. 

22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 23 Anyone who listens to 
the word but does not do what it says is like someone who looks at his face in a mirror 24 and, after 
looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. 25 But whoever looks intently 
into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in it—not forgetting what they have heard, but 
doing it—they will be blessed in what they do. 

26 Those who consider themselves religious and yet do not keep a tight rein on their tongues deceive 
themselves, and their religion is worthless. 27 Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless 



 
  is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the 

world. 

Faith and Deeds 

2 14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such 
faith save them? 15 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If one of you says to 
them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is 
it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 

18 But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” 

Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds. 19 You believe that there is 
one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder. 

20 You foolish person, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless? 21 Was not our father 
Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see 
that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he 
did. 23 And the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as 
righteousness,” and he was called God’s friend. 24 You see that a person is considered righteous by what 
they do and not by faith alone. 

25 In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she 
gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? 26 As the body without the spirit is 
dead, so faith without deeds is dead. 

4 7 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Come near to God and 
he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-
minded. 9 Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble 
yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up. 

The Prayer of Faith 

5 13 Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let them sing songs of praise. 14 Is 
anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church to pray over them and anoint them with 
oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will 
raise them up. If they have sinned, they will be forgiven. 16 Therefore confess your sins to each other and 
pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and 
effective. 



 
 
 
  

17 Elijah was a human being, even as we are. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain 
on the land for three and a half years. 18 Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth 
produced its crops. 

Doxology 

Jude 1 24 To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before his glorious 
presence without fault and with great joy— 25 to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and 
authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen. 

Reflect on what you read: 
 
• What did God reveal to you? 
• What are you going to do about it? 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


