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The Revelation of  Jesus Christ!

Central Idea of  Revelation 

“The revelation of Jesus Christ, 
which God gave Him to show to 
His bond-servants, things which 
must shortly come to pass.”  1:1

Structure of  Revelation 

What you 
have seen 

1

What is 
now  
2-3

What will take 
place later 

4-22

“Write, therefore, what you have seen, 
what is now, and what will take 
place later.” Revelation 1:19



The City of  Sardis
Located on a hill with high rock walls 
Captured when guards not alert, by    

Cyrus in 549, Antiochus in 214 B.C. 
Noted for its wool industries 
People could not approach their 
    pagan gods in soiled garments 
Names of citizens were erased from 
    city register when they died or  
    when they committed a crime

Christ- seven Spirits of God, seven stars  
Commendation- a few unsoiled, worthy 
Condemnation- lifeless profession,  

incomplete works 
Correction- wake up! strengthen what 
     remains, remember, keep it & repent   
Challenge/promise- dressed in white, 

name not erased, acknowledged 
before God the Father

The Church at Sardis 3:1-6

“To the angel of the church in Sardis 
write: These are the words of him 
who holds the seven spirits of God 
and the seven stars. I know your 
deeds; you have a reputation of 
being alive, but you are dead. (3:1)

The church at Sardis was “dead”

It was time for the church 
to check its vital signs!



Wake up! Strengthen what remains 
and is about to die, for I have found 
your deeds unfinished in the sight 
of my God. (3:2) 

Wake up call to a dying church

The church needed revival, 
it needed spiritual renewal!

Remember, therefore, what you 
have received and heard; obey 
it, and repent. But if you do not 
wake up, I will come like a thief, 
and you will not know at what 
time I will come upon you. (3:3) 

Challenge/warning to the church

Was there ever a time when we were 
more passionate about our faith?

Yet you have a few people in Sardis 
who have not soiled their clothes. 
They will walk with Me, dressed in 
white; for they are worthy. He who 
overcomes will, like them, be dressed 
in white. I will never blot out his name 
from the book of life, but I will 
acknowledge his name before My 
Father, and before His angels. (3:4-5)

Christ’s promise to the faithful

The City of  Philadelphia, 3:7-13
Area prone to earthquakes 
Wine industry- Dionysus, god of wine 
Earthquake destroyed city in 17 A.D., 
People left the city for the countryside 
City was rebuilt, called Neocaesarea  
Home to many Jews 
People that served the city well had 

their name inscribed on a pillar



Christ- holy, true, key of David (controls) 
Commendation- an open door before you, 

kept my word, not denied my name  
Condemnation- none! 
Correction- none! 
Challenge/promise- kept from hour of 

testing, hold fast, pillar in temple of God, 
write on him the name of my God, etc.

The Church of  Philadelphia 3:7-13

To the angel of the church in 
Philadelphia write: These are the 
words of Him who is holy and true, 
who holds the key of David. What He 
opens, no one can shut, and what 
He  shuts no one can open. (3:7) 

The invincible Christ is in control!

I know your deeds. See, I have 
placed before you an open door that 
no one can shut. I know that you 
have little strength, yet you have 
kept My word, and have not denied 
My name. (3:8)

His encouragement for the church

I will make those who are of the 
synagogue of Satan, who who claim 
to be Jews, though they are not, but 
are liars—I will make them come 
and fall down at your feet, and 
acknowledge that I have loved you.  
                        (3:9)

Christ assures them of  victory



Since you have kept my command 
to endure patiently, I will also keep 
you from the hour of trial that is 
going to come upon the whole world 
to test those who live on the earth.  
                       (3:10)

Christ will keep them from the 
hour of  trial that is coming!

What is “the hour of  trial?” 
When will it come?

I am coming soon. Hold on to what 
you have, so that no one will take 
y o u r c r o w n . T h e o n e w h o 
overcomes I will make a pillar in 
the temple of My God. Never again 
will he leave it. (3:11-12a)

Christ’s challenge to believers

I will write on him the name of My 
God, and the name of the city of My 
God, the new Jerusalem, which is 
coming down out of heaven from My 
God; and I will also write  on him My 
new name. He who has an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches.” (3:12-13) 

Christ’s promise to overcomers

The City of  Laodicea, 3:14-22
Hot water piped 6 miles from Hierapolis, 
    cold water from Colossae, but both were 
    lukewarm when reaching Laodicea 
Very wealthy and proud banking center  

Refused emperor’s help to rebuild the city 
after the earthquake of 60 A.D. 

Noted for glossy black wool, garments 

Famous school of medicine known for its 
eye ointment, “Phrygian powder”



Christ- Amen, faithful, true, Creator 
Commendation- none! 
Condemnation- lukewarm! Profess to be 

rich, need nothing, but wretched/poor 
Correction- seek riches/healing in Christ! 
Challenge/promise- be zealous, repent, I 

stand at the door and knock, whoever 
opens- I will come in to him, he will sit 
with me on my throne

The Church of  Laodicea, 3:14-22

To the angel of the church in 
Laodicea write: These are the 
words of the Amen, the faithful and 
true witness, the ruler of God’s 
creation. I know your deeds, that 
you are neither cold nor hot. I wish 
you were either cold or hot! 
                       (3:14-15)  

Christ’s word to a lukewarm church

So because you are lukewarm—
neither hot nor cold—I am about to 
spit you out of My mouth. You say, "I 
am rich; I have acquired  wealth and 
do not need a thing.” But you do not 
realize that you are wretched, pitiful, 
poor, blind and naked. (3:16-17)  

His warning to a lukewarm church

I counsel you to buy from me gold 
refined in fire, so that you can 
become rich; and white clothes to 
wear, so you can cover your 
shameful nakedness; and salve to 
put on your eyes, so you can see. 
Those whom I love I rebuke and 
discipline. So be earnest and repent. 
                      (3:18-19)

The cure for a dying church-



Here I am! I stand at the door and 
knock. If anyone hears my voice 
and opens the door, I will come in 
and eat with him, and he with Me. 
                      (3:20)

Christ’s invitation to each one

He is knocking at our heart’s door. 
Have you opened the door to Him? 

If  not, invite Him in today!

To then who overcomes, I will give 
the right  to sit with Me on My throne, 
just as I overcame and sat down with 
My Father on His throne. Whoever 
has ears, let them hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches. (3:21-22) 

Christ’s promise to the overcomers,

Let us resolve to follow Christ! 
Let us be among the overcomers!

Distinctions among the Churches

No criticism =   
      Smyrna, Philadelphia  
No commendation =   
      Laodicea

How would Christ assess the 
contemporary American church? 

Would He commend or criticize?

See you next week!

Revelation 4-5 

The Lamb holds the future!


