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The Revelation of  Jesus Christ!

Structure of  Revelation 

What you 
have seen 

1

What is 
now  
2-3

What will take 
place later 

4-22

“Write, therefore, what you have seen, 
what is now, and what will take 
place later.” Revelation 1:19

After this I looked, and there before me 
was a door standing open in heaven (4:1)



And the voice I had first heard 
speaking to me like a trumpet said, 
“Come up here, and I will show you 
what must take place after this.” 
                        (4:1)

John is invited into heaven!

There John will see the vision of  
what is to come in the end times 

The church has been prominent in 
chapters 1-3 but is not named again 
until 22:16 (church = the bride in 19:7) 

Has the church been “removed”? 

Will the church be raptured, caught up 
before the tribulation events in 4-19? 

Rapture of the church is implied in the 
promise given to the church in 3:10,  
“I will keep you from the hour of trial 
that is to come upon the whole world.”

For the Lord himself will come down 
from heaven, with a loud command, 
with the voice of the archangel and with 
the trumpet call of God, and the dead in 
Christ will rise first. After that, we who 
are still alive and are left will be caught 
up together with them in the clouds to 
meet the Lord in the air. And so we will 
be with the Lord forever. (4:16–17)

The rapture of  the church in 1 Thes.

Precedes the day of  Judgment!
Now, brothers and sisters, about times 
and dates we do not need to write to 
you, for you know very well that the 
day of the Lord will come like a thief in 
the night. While people are saying, 
“Peace and safety,” destruction will 
come on them suddenly, as labor 
pains on a pregnant woman, and they 
will not escape. (5:1–3)



Believers wait for that tomorrow!

But you, brothers and sisters, are not 
in darkness so that this day should 
surprise you like a thief. You are all 
children of the light, and children of 
the day. We do not belong to the night 
or to the darkness. So then, let us not 
be like others, who are asleep, but let 
us be awake and sober. (5:4–6)

But since we belong to the day, let 
us be sober, putting on faith and 
love as a breastplate, and the hope 
of salvation as a helmet. For God 
did not appoint us to suffer wrath but 
to receive salvation through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. He died for us so that, 
whether we are awake or asleep, we 
may live together with him. (5:8–10)

Believers are “daytime” people!

At once I was in the Spirit, and there 
before me was a throne in heaven 
with someone sitting on it. And the 
One who sa t there had the 
appearance of jasper and ruby. A 
rainbow that shone like an emerald 
encircled the throne.  (Rev. 4:2–3)

What John saw in heaven!

God is on His throne in heaven!



Surrounding the throne were twenty-
four other thrones, and seated on 
them were twenty-four elders. They 
were dressed in white and had 
crowns of gold on their heads.  
                        (4:4)

Who are the 24 elders? 
Their crowns are that of  victors, 

not that worn by kings, rulers.

From the throne came flashes of 
lightning, rumblings and peals of 
thunder. Before the throne, seven 
lamps were blazing. These are the 
sevenfold Spirit of God. Also in front 
of the throne there was what looked 
like a sea of glass, clear as crystal.  
                     (4:5-6)

The awesome glory of  God!

In the center, around the throne, 
were four living creatures, and they 
were covered with eyes, in front and 
in back. The first living creature was 
like a lion, the second was like an 
ox, the third had a face like a man, 
the fourth was like a flying eagle.  
                     (4:6–7)

Who/what are the 4 living creatures?

Each of the four living creatures had 
six wings and was covered with eyes 
all around, even under its wings. Day 
and night they never stop saying: 

“Holy, holy, holy  
is the Lord God Almighty,  

who was, and is,  
and is to come.”  

(4:8)



Whenever the living creatures give 
glory, honor and thanks to him who 
sits on the throne and who lives for 
ever and ever, the twenty-four elders 
fall down before him who sits on the 
throne and worship him who lives for 
ever and ever. They lay their crowns 
before the throne and say: (4:9-10)

God is the ‘centerpiece of  heaven’

   “You are worthy, our Lord and God,  
    to receive glory, honor and power,  

for You created all things,  
    and by Your will they were created  

    and have their being."  
4:11

Heaven sings creation’s song!

Then I saw in the right hand of him 
who sat on the throne a scroll with 
writing on both sides and sealed 
with seven seals. And I saw a 
mighty angel proclaiming in a loud 
voice, “Who is worthy to break the 
seals and open the scroll?” (5:1–2)

The book no one is able to open!

Who knows, controls the future?

But no one in heaven or on earth or 
under the earth could open the 
scroll or even look inside it. I wept 
and wept because no one was 
found who was worthy to open the 
scroll or look inside. (5:3)

There is no created being in heaven 
or on earth able to open the book 

(control the future)!



Then one of the elders said to me, 
“Do not weep! See, the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah, the Root of David, 
has triumphed. He is able to open 
the scroll and its seven seals.” 
                        (5:3–5)

Only Christ is able to open it!

Jesus is both Lion and Lamb!

You are a lion’s cub, Judah; … The 
scepter will not depart from Judah, 
the ruler’s staff from between his 
feet, until He to whom it belongs 
shall come and the obedience of 
the nations shall be His.  
              (Genesis 49:9–10)

Jesus is the Lion of  Judah!

A shoot will come up from the stump of 
Jesse; from his roots a Branch will 
bear fruit. The Spirit of the Lord will 
rest on Him— … in that day the Root 
of Jesse will stand as a banner for the 
peoples; the nations will rally to Him, 
and His resting place will be glorious. 
                (Isaiah 11:1, 10)

Jesus is the “root of  David”!

I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give 
you this testimony for the churches. 
I am the Root and the Offspring of 
David, the bright Morning Star. 
               (Revelation 22:16)

Jesus is the “root of  David”!



Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it 
had been slain, standing at the 
center of the throne, encircled by 
the four living creatures and the 
elders. The Lamb had seven horns 
and seven eyes, which are the 
seven spirits of God sent out into 
all the earth. (Revelation 5:6)

Jesus is both Lion and Lamb!

John saw Jesus coming toward him 
and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sin of the world. 
                     (John 1:29)

Jesus is the Lamb of  God!

He was led like a lamb to the slaughter,  
… for He bore the sin of many, made 
intercession for the transgressors. 
                       (Isaiah 53)

He came and took the scroll from the 
right hand of Him who sat on the throne.

When He had taken the scroll, the 
four living creatures and the 
twenty-four elders fell down before 
the Lamb. Each one had a harp 
and golden bowls full of incense, 
which are the prayers of God’s 
people. They sang a new song, 
                      (5:8)

All heaven worships the Lamb



You are worthy to take the scroll  
     and to open its seals,  
because you were slain, and with your 
blood you purchased for God 
     persons from every tribe and 
     language and people and nation.  
You have made them to be a kingdom 

   and priests to serve our God, 
     and they will reign on the earth.  
                      (5:9–10)

Then I looked and heard the voice of 
many angels, numbering thousands 
upon thousands, ten thousand times 
ten thousand (100,000,000). They 
circled the throne and the living 
creatures and the elders. In a loud 
voice they sang: (5:11–12)

The angel chorus joins the song

“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain      
to receive power and wealth and 
wisdom and strength and honor  

   and glory and praise!”  
(5:11–12)

Heaven reverberates with the 
Redeemer’s praise. 

 We also sing redemption’s song!

Then I heard every creature in 
heaven and on earth and under 
the earth and on the sea, and all 
that is in them, singing: 

All creation joins in singing praise 
to God and to Christ, the Lamb   
who has purchased redemption 



“To him who sits on the throne  
and to the Lamb  

be praise and honor  
and glory and power  
for ever and ever!”  

The four living creatures said, Amen, 
the elders fell down and worshiped. 

(5:13-14)

Thou art worthy, 
Thou art worthy, 

Thou art worthy, O Lord 
To receive glory, 
Glory and honor, 

Glory and honor and power

Let us join them in worship!

 for Thou hast created, 
Hast all things created, 

Thou hast created all things, 
And for Thy pleasure they are created, 

Thou art worthy, O Lord

God is our creator! 
He is worthy of  our praise

See you next week!

Revelation 6-9 

The trumpets of  judgment, 

heaven and earth stand 

in stark contrast


